
Contents

List o f  Figures vii
List o f  Tables ix
List o f  Contributors xi
Preface xvi

Introduction: Coping with Crisis -  Understanding the Role of Crises
in Economic and Social History i
Л.Т. Brown, Andy Burn and Rob Doherty

PART I: CONCEPT AND METHODOLOGY

i* ‘Crisis’ and the Great Depression in Latin America zy
Alan Knight

2.. Using the Disaster Cycle in Economic and Social History 53
John Singleton

3* Economic Crises in England, 1270-1520: A Statistical Approach 79
Mark Casson and Catherine Cassou

PART II: AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT

4. Flogging a Dead Cow: Coping with Animal Panzootic on the Eve
of the Black Death i n
Philip Slavin

5- Early Modern ‘Resource Crisis’: The Wood Shortage Debates in
Europe 137
Paul Warde

6- The International Crisis of 1972-77: The Neglected Agrarian
Dimension 161
John Martin



VI CON TENTS

PART HI: DEATH AND DISEASE

7. Coping with Epidemic Crises, from Antiquity to the Present
Samuel K. Cohn, Jr

8. Plague Year 1680 in Central Europe: Using Czech Plague Registers
to Monitor Epidemic Progression 
Pavla Jirkova

9. ‘Two Words ... Good Sanitation’: Colonial Medical Responses to 
the Cholera Epidemics of 1865 and 1888 in Malta 
Josette Duncan

PART IV: FINANCE AND BANKING

10. The Impact of Crises on Credit in the Late Medieval English 
Economy
Pamela Nightingale

n .  Dealing with the Threat of Reform: The Bank of England in the 
1780s
Anne L. Murphy

12. Bursting the Bubble: The 2007 Northern Rock Crisis in Historical 
Perspective
Matthew Hollow and Ranald Michie

PART V: TRADE AND INDUSTRY

13. Crises in the Late Medieval English Cloth Trade
John S. Lee

14. The Roots of Decline: The Tyrolean Silk Industry and the Crises
of the Second Half of the Nineteenth Century 
Cinzia Lorandini

15. The Stabilising Effects of the Dingley Tariff and the Recovery
from the 1890s Depression in the USA 
Peter H. Bent

Index
391


