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This brief bibliography is meant to suggest further reading - in English — on
the subject of empires in general, together with some specific topics that are
of importance for a general and comparative view. More detailed references
are in the endnotes and list of references.

General, Comparative, and Theoretical Works

The most comprehensive account is Jane Burbank and Frederic Cooper,
Empires in World History: Power and the Politics of Difference (Princeton
University Press, 2010). See also John Darwin, After Tamerlane: The Rise
and Fall of Global Empires, 1400-2000 (Penguin Books, 2008); Herfried
Miinkler, Empires: The Logic of World Domination from Ancient Rome
to the United States (Polity, 2007); Peter Fibiger Bang and C. A. Bayly
(eds.), Tributary Empires in Global History (Palgrave Macmillan, 2011);
Peter Fibiger Bang and Dariusz Kolodziejczyk (eds.), Universal Empire: A
Comparative Approach to Imperial Culture and Representation in Eurasian
History (Cambridge University Press, 2015).

Good conceptual and theoretical studies are Richard Koebner, Empire
(Cambridge University Press, 1961); Richard Koebner and Helmut Dan
Schmidt, Imperialism: The Story and Significance of a Political Word, 1840-
1960 (Cambridge University Press, 1964); Roger Owen and Bob Sutcliffe
(eds.), Studies in the Theory of Imperialism (Longman, 1972); Michael W.
Doyle, Empires (Cornell University Press, 1986); Wolfgang J. Mommsen,
Theories of Imperialism (University of Chicago Press, 1982); Anthony Pagden,
Lords of All the World: Ideologies of Empire in Spain, Britain and France,
c. 1500 — ¢c. 1800 (Yale University Press, 1995); Alejandro Colas, Empire
(Polity, 2007); Sankar Muthu (ed.), Empire and Modern Political Thought
(Cambridge University Press, 2014). Two excellent short introductions are
Stephen Howe, Empire: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford University Press,
2002); Anthony Pagden, Peoples and Empire (Modern Library, 2003).
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Ancient and Non-Western Empires

Thomas Harrison (ed.), The Great Empires of the Ancient World (The
J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles, 2009); Susan E. Alcock, Terence N.
D’Altroy, Kathleen D. Morrison, and Carlo M. Sinopoli (eds.), Empires:
Perspectives from Archaeology and History (Cambridge University Press,
2001); Walter Scheidel (ed.), Rome and China: Comparative Perspectives
on Ancient World Empires (Oxford University Press, 2009); Ian Morris and
Walter Scheidel (eds.), The Dynamics of Ancient Empires: State Power from
Assyria to Byzantium (Oxford University Press, 2010); P. D. A. Garnsey
and C. R. Whittaker (eds.), Imperialism in the Ancient World (Cambridge
University Press, 1978); Mogens Trolle Larsen (ed.), Power and Propaganda:
A Symposium on Ancient Empires (Akademisk Forlag, 1979); Michael
Mann, The Sources of Social Power, Vol. I: A History of Power from the
Beginning to A. D. 1760 (Cambridge University Press, 1986).

Specifically on the Muslim empires, there are Robert G. Hoyland, In
God’s Path: The Arab Conquests and the Creation of An Islamic Empire
(Oxford University Press, 2017); Stephen F. Dale, The Muslim Empires of
the Ottomans, Safavids, and Mughals (Cambridge University Press, 2010);
and the gorgeously illustrated Francis Robinson, The Mughal Emperors, and
the Islamic Dynasties of India, Iran and Central Asia, 1206-1925 (Thames
and Hudson, 2007). For the steppe empires, Thomas |. Barfield, The Perilous
Frontier: Nomadic Empires and China, 221 BC-AD 1757 (Blackwell, 1992);
David Morgan, The Mongols, 2nd edition (Blackwell, 2007).

For the Chinese Empire, Yuri Pines, The Everlasting Empire: The Political
Culture of Ancient China and Its Imperial Legacy (Princeton University
Press, 2012); Wang Hui, China from Empire to Nation-State (Harvard
University Press, 2014); Dingxin Zhao, The Confucian Legalist State: A New
Theory of Chinese History (Oxford University Press, 2015). An engaging
inquiry, drawing on China’s imperial past, is Ge Zhaoguang, What is China?¢
Territory, Ethnicity, Culture, and History (Harvard University Press, 2008).

European Empires and European Colonialism

Excellent essays are in Robert Aldrich (ed.), The Age of Empires (Thames
and Hudson, 2007), and Robert Aldrich and Kirsten McKenzie (eds.),
The Routledge History of Western Empires (Routledge, 2014). Similarly
wide coverage is in Krishan Kumar, Visions of Empire: How Five Imperial
Regimes Shaped the World (Princeton University Press, 2017). See also
Wolfgang J. Mommsen and Jirgen Osterhammel (eds.), Imperialism and
After: Continuities and Discontinuities (Allen and Unwin, 1986); Dominic
Lieven, Empire: The Russian Empire and Its Rivals (Yale University Press,
2001); Alexei Miller and Alfred J. Rieber (eds.), Imperial Rule (Central
European University Press, 2004).

Broad surveys of European colonialism are D. K. Fieldhouse, The
Colonial Empires: A Comparative Survey from the Eighteenth Century, 2nd
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edition (Macmillan, 1982); David B. Abernethy, The Dynamics of Global
Dominance: European Overseas Empires 1415-1980 (Yale University Press,
12000); H. L. Wesseling, The European Colonial Empires 1815-1919
(Pearson, 2004); Jonathan Hart, Empires and Colonies (Polity, 2008);
Heather Streets-Salter and Trevor R. Getz, Empires and Colonies in the
Modern World (Oxford University Press, 2016). Specifically on European
settlements overseas, L. Veracini, Settler Colonialism: A Theoretical
Overview (Cambridge University Press, 2010). See also Marco Ferro’s lively
Colonization: A Global History (Routledge, 1997).

Penetrating questions are raised in Frederick Cooper, Colonialism in
Question: Theory, Knowledge, History (University of California Press,
© 2005); see also Jiirgen Osterhammel, Colonialism: A Theoretical Overview,
~ 2nd edition (Markus Wiener, 2005). A good case study of one discipline’s
* involvement with empire is George Steinmetz (ed.), Sociology and Empire:
The Imperial Entanglements of a Discipline (Duke University Press, 2013).

On the cultural dimensions of European colonialism, Edward W. Said,
Culture and Imperialism (Vintage, 1994); Frederick Cooper and Ann Laura
Stoler (eds.), Tensions of Empire: Colonial Cultures in a Bourgeois World
(University of California Press, 1997). On rulers and ruled, Timothy H.
Parsons, The Rule of Empires: Those Who Built Them, Those Who Endured
Them, and Why They Always Fall (Oxford University Press, 2010); Tony
Ballantyne and Antoinette Burton, Empires and the Reach of the Global
1870-1945 (Harvard University Press, 2012).

On the relation between empires and nation-states, Harry G. Gelber,
Nations Out of Empires: European Nationalism and the Transformation
of Asia (Palgrave, 2001); Joseph W. Esherick, Hasan Kayali, and Eric van
Young (eds.), Empire to Nation: Historical Perspectives on the Making of the
Modern World (Rowman and Littlefield, 2006); Krishan Kumar, “Nation-
States as Empires, Empires as Nation-States: Two Principles, One Practice?”
Theory and Society 39 (2), 2010: 119-43; Stefan Berger and Alexei Miller
(eds.), Nationalizing Empires (Central European University Press, 2015);
Thesis Eleven, “Empires and Nation-States: Beyond the Dichotomy,” no.
139, 2017.

Decolonization and the End of Empire

Comprehensive coverage in Dietmar Rothermund (ed.), The Routledge
Companion to Decolonization (Routledge, 2006); see also R. F. Holland,
European Decolonization 1918-1981: An Introductory Survey (Macmillan,
1985); Martin Shipway, Decolonization and Its Impact: A Comparative
Approach to the End of the Colonial Empires (Blackwell, 2008); Martin
Thomas, Bob Moore, and L. J. Butler (eds.), Crises of Empire: Decolonization
and Europe’s Imperial States, 2nd edition (Bloomsbury, 2015). An excel-
lent short introduction is Dane Kennedy, Decolonization: A Very Short
Introduction (Oxford University Press, 2016); see also Jan C. Jansen and
Jiirgen Osterhammel, Decolonization: A Short History (Princeton University
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Press, 2017). Rupert Emerson, From Empire to Nation: The Rise to Self-
Assertion of Asian and African Peoples (Beacon Press, 1962), is an incisive
account written in the midst of the process. The intellectual background
in the Asian case is vividly told by Pankaj Mishra, From the Ruins of
Empire: The Revolt against the West and the Remaking of Asia (Penguin
Books, 2013). Key texts and commentaries are in Prasenjit Duara (ed.),
Decolonization: Perspectives from Now and Then (Routledge, 2004). Frantz
Fanon and others are discussed in George Ciccariello-Maher, Decolonizing
Dialectics (Duke University Press, 2017).

On the general causes of the decline and fall of empires, S. N. Eisenstadt
(ed.), The Decline of Empires (Prentice-Hall, 1967); Paul Kennedy, The Rise
and Fall of the Great Powers: Economic Change and Military Conflict from
1500 to 2000 (Fontana Press, 1989); Alexander J. Motyl, Imperial Ends: The
Decay, Collapse, and Revival of Empires (Columbia University Press, 2001).

Empire after Empire

On imperial legacies generally, and what comes after empire, Karen Barkey
and Mark von Hagen (eds.), After Empire: Multiethnic Societies and Nation-
Building. The Soviet Union and the Russian, Ottoman, and Habsburg
Empires (Westview Press, 1997); Kalypso Nicolaidis, Berny Seébe, and
Gabrielle Maas (eds.), Echoes of Empire: Memory, Identity and Colonial
Legacies (1. B. Tauris, 2015); Sandra Halperin and Ronen Palan (eds.),
Legacies of Empire: Imperial Roots of the Contemporary Global Order
(Cambridge University Press, 2015); Robert Gildea, Empires of the Mind:
The Colonial Past and the Politics of the Present (Cambridge University
Press, 2019).

For Europe, Elizabeth Buettner, Europe after Empire: Decolonization,
Society, and Culture (Cambridge University Press, 2016), is outstand-
ing. Also with the focus on Europe are Giuliano Garavini, After Empires:
European Integration, Decolonization, and the Challenge from the Global
South 1957-1986 (Oxford University Press, 2012); Sandra Ponzanesi and
Gianmaria Colpani (eds.), Postcolonial Transition in Europe (Rowman and
Littlefield, 2016). Jordanna Bailkin, The Afterlife of Empire (University of
California Press, 2012), is a fascinating attempt, with implications for other
European countries, to link the post-1945 welfare state in Britain with the
loss of empire. L. Carl Brown (ed.), Imperial Legacy: The Ottoman Imprint
on the Balkans and the Middle East (Columbia University Press, 1996), is
also exemplary in tracing the effects of empire in Europe and beyond.

The “American Empire” can also be seen as a case of empire persisting
beyond the era of empire: see, for a comparative approach, Charles S. Maier,
Among Empires: American Ascendancy and Its Predecessors (Harvard
University Press, 2007); Craig Calhoun, Frederick Cooper, and Kevin W.
Moore (eds.), Lessons of Empire: Imperial Histories and American Power
(The New Press, 2006); A. G. Hopkins, American Empire: A Global History
(Princeton University Press, 2018).
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On postcolonial approaches, see Patrick Williams and Laura Chrisman
Colonial Discourse and Post-Colonial Theory (Harvester Wheatsheaf,
93); Gyan Prakash (ed.), After Colonialism: Imperial Histories and
ostcolonial Displacements (Princeton University Press, 1995); Bill Ashcroft,

eth Griffiths, and Helen Tiffin (eds.), Post-Colonial Studies: The Key
epts (Routledge, 2000); Robert J. C. Young, Postcolonialism: An
orical Introduction (Blackwell, 2001); Robert J. C. Young, Empire,
olony, Postcolony (Wiley-Blackwell, 2015); Julian Go, Postcolonial
hought and Social Theory (Oxford University Press, 2016).



