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1900-1919

A Dictionary of Catch Phrases and the Dictionary of American Slang provide detailed dis-
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the derivation of this term in the third edition of The American Language.

Cakewalks are described in The International Encyclopedia of Dance, SelmaJeanne
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Terms for early-twentieth-century inventions, including automobiles and moving
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America: The Last Fifty Years (New York: Random House, 1947).
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History of the English Language in the United States (New York: William Morrow and
Co., 1994). Tin Lizzie language is collected in B. A. Botkin, “The Lore of the Lizzie
Label,” American Speech 6 (Dec. 1930): 81-93.
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rogers. com/vaudeville/vaudslang. him.

The Case Western slang is from Robert Bolwell, “College Slang Words and
Phrases from Western Reserve University,” Dialect Notes IV, part 3 (1915): 231-238.
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-Fest words are from Louise Pound, “Domestications of the Suffix -fest/ Dialect
Notes IV, Part V (1916): 353-354.

Wobbly jargon is recorded in Stewart H. Holbrook, “Wobbly Talk,” The American
Mercury 7 (Jan. 1926): 62-65.

1920s

Lists of flapper slang abound. Most of the flapper words in this chapter are from
Mencken, The American Language, 3rd ed.; the 1920-1930 volume of This Fabu-
lous Century; “College Slang: A Language All Its Own,” The Literary Digest, 14 March
1925, 64-65; M.C. McPhee, “College Slang,” American Speech 3 (Dec. 1927): 131-133;
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for 'ghisj chapter are from Kevin Rayburn’s website “The 1920s” (offline at time of
writing).

Many music dictionaries discuss the origins of the word jazz, including Peter
Clayton and Peter Gammond, Jazz A-Z (Enfield, Middlesex: Guinness Superlatives,
1986) and Robert Gold, AJazz Lexicon (New York: A.A. Knopf, 1964). A very com-
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American Mercury, Dec. 1930, 454-458 and the website “Twists, Slugs and Roscoes: A
Glossary of Hardboiled Slang, compiled by William Denton, www.miskatonic.org/
slang.html.

Charles Wolverton discusses possible etymologies for ballyhoo in “Ballyhoo,”
American Speech 10 (Dec. 1935): 289-291.

The spiritualism terms were collected from the many magazine articles on the sub-
ject that appeared during the 1920s.

Aviation slang comes from “Aviators Speak a Language All Their Own,” The
Literary Digest, 12 May 1928, 73-74; Paul Robert Beath, “Aviation Lingo,” Amefcan
Speech 6 (April 1930): 289-290; Capt. Scott Townsend, “Winged Words You Should
Know,” Popular Mechanics, August 1926, 291-293.

Two general sources of twenties terminology are Frederick Lewis Allen, Only
Yesterday: An Informal History of the 1920's (New York: Harper & Row, 1931) and the
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1930s

Words and abbreviations of the Depression and New Deal are mostly from Moss,
Amenca in the Twentieth Century and Flexner, / Hear Amenca Talking. Some of the
words, including Hoover words, are found in Panatls Parade of Fads, Follies and
Manias. Other Hoover words are in the 1930s volume of This Fabulous Century. Dust
Bowl words are scattered throughout 1930s American Speech Miscellanies. Donald
Worster describes suitcasefarming in Dust Bowl: The Southern Plains in the 1930s (New
York: Oxford University Press, 1979).

My main sources of hobo slang were Dean Stiff (real name Nels Anderson), The
Milk and Honey Route: A Handbook for Hoboes (New York: VVanguard Press, 1930) and
CarlJacobsen, ‘Jargon of the Road,” Ameican Speech 11 (April 1936): 278. Some dis-
cussion of the differences among hoboes, tramps, and bums is found on the
American Dialect Society E-mail List Archive.

Swing words come from the 1930s volume of This Fabulous Century; Carl Cons,
“The Slanguage of Swing,” Down Beat, July 1994, 20 (a reprint of a 1935 list); and H.
Brook Webb, “The Slang ofJazz,” Amefican Speech 12 (Oct. 1937). 179-184.
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andJingles (Brattleboro, Vt.: Stephen Greene Press, 1965).

Information about Maury Paul and Café Society is from Eve Brown, Champagne
Cholly: The Life and Times of Maury Paul (New York: E. P. Dutton, 1947). Frank M.
Calabria wrote in detail about dance marathons in “The Dance Marathon Craze,”
Journal of Popular Culture 10 (Summer 1976): 54-69. The material on sit-down strikes
is from George E. Peter, American Speech 12 (Feb. 1937): 31-33. Most of the informa-
tion about the War of the Worlds broadcast is from the University of Virginia
American Studies Program’s 1930s Project, http://xroads.virginia.edu/~1930s/
front.htmly and the American Cultural History website. The quoted conversation is
reported in “Radio Listeners in Panic, Taking War Drama as Fact,” The New York
Times, 31 Oct. 1938.

A good source of thirties terms and historical background is Frederick Lewis
Allen’s Since Yesterday: The 1930s in Amenica (New York: Harper and Row, 1939).

1940s

Sources for World War Il words and phrases are plentiful. | used Joseph W. Bishop
Jr., “American Army Speech in the European Theater,” Amefcan Speech 21 (Dec.
1946): 241-252; “Glossary of Army Slang” (from the Public Relations Division of the
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