Select Bibliography

My aim is to select in each area a few writings which I think will be of particular use
to readers. More extensive references will be found in the footnotes. Cross-references
within the bibliography refer to the numbered entries.

General History

Presocratics

1. W.K.C. Guthrie, A H:story of Greek Philosophy, vols 1 and 2, Cambridge 1962 and

1965.
See also for a more philosophical treatment

2. Jonathan Barnes, 7The Presocratic Philosophers, 2 vols, London 1979, with
translations, revised as one vol.,, 1982, and two shorter classics with
translations:

3. G.S. Kirk and J.E. Raven, The Presocratic Philosophers, Cambridge 1962, currently
being revised by G.S. Kirk and Malcolm Schofield;

4. John Burnet, Early Greek Philosophy, London 1892, 4th edition 1930.

Plato

A general account of Plato, with summaries of his dialogues, is offered by
A.E. Taylor, Plato, London 1949.
For Plato’s 7imaeus and Parmenides there are translations with commentary by
6. F.M. Cornford, Plato’s Cosmology, London 1937,
F.M. Cornford, Plato and Parmenides, LLondon 1939,
and for the 7imaeus there is a commentary by
8. A.E. Taylor, A Commentary on Plato’s Timaeus, Oxford 1928.
Much contemporary discussion centres round
9. Gregory Vlastos, Platonic Studies, Princeton 1973, 2nd ed. 1982.

I

-

Aristotle

The best introduction to Aristotle as a whole, despite subsequent modifications to
his account of Aristotle’s development, is probably
10. Werner Jaeger, Anistotle, Fundamentals of the History of his Development, translated
from the German of 1923 by Richard Robinson, Oxford 1934, 2nd ed. 1948.
An introduction to Aristotle as philosopher is supplied by
11. J.L. Ackrill, Aristotle the Philosopher, Oxford 1981.
The fullest summary of Aristotle’s doctrines is
12. W.D. Ross, Aristotle, A Complete Exposition of his Works and T hought.



426 Select Bibliography

An extensive reading guide 1s included in

13. Jonathan Barnes, Malcolm Schofield, Richard Sorabji, Articles on Aristotle, 4 vok

LLondon 1975-9.

For Aristotle’s Physics, there is a commentary with introduction and summaries by

14. W.D. Ross, Anstotle’s Physics, a Revised Text with Introduction and Comm
Oxford 1936.

Hellenistic and post-Hellenistic period

On Diodorus Cronus’ initiation of many of the themes of Hellenistic philosophy, ses

the important article by

15. David Sedley, ‘Diodorus Cronus and Hellenistic philosophy’, Proceedings of
Cambridge Philological Soctety 203 (n.s. 23), 1977, 74-120,

and see his 19-page account of the main figures of the Hellenistic period: |

16. David Sedley, ‘The Protagonists’, in Malcolm Schofield, Myles Burnyeat

Jonathan Barnes, eds, Doubt and Dogmatism, Oxford 1980, 1-19. "

The Hellenistic period is surveyed by
17. A.A. Long, Hellenistic Philosophy, London 1974,
and the following period by another volume in the same series,
18. John Dillon, The Middle Platonists, London 1977.
For the Stmcs there is a stlmulatlng 1ntcrpretat10n of their science, with s
translations, in
19. Shmuel Sambursky, Physics of the Stoics, London 1959,
and there are highly informative footnotes concerning Plutarch’s attack on the
Stoics in Harold Cherniss’
20. Plutarch’s Moralia, Loeb, vol. 13, parts 1 and 2.
The Stoic Emperor, Marcus Aurelius, is treated by
21. P.A. Brunt, ‘Marcus Aurelius in his Meditations’, journal of Roman Studies
1974, 1-20.

Epicurus’ atomism is handled in the section on ‘Ancient Greek atomism’, bele
pp. 446-7. On the Neopythagoreans, see
22. Holger Thesleff, An Introduction to the Pythagorean Writings of the Hellemistic Pers
Abo 1961.
For Philo, the Jew of the first century A.D., see
23. H.A. Wolfson, Philo, vols 1 and 2, Cambridge Mass. 1947.
Work has now started on the Cambridge History of Hellenistic Philosophy, edited
Jonathan Barnes, Myles Burnyeat and A.A. Long, and on a Cambridge collect
of translations, with discussion, for the Hellenistic periods, edited by A.A.

and D. Sedley.

Early Neoplatonism and Christianity

An introduction to Plotinus is supplied by
24. John M. Rist, Plotinus: the Road to Reality, Cambridge 1967.

For the Church Fathers, a standard reference book is
25. Berthold Altaner, Patrologie, 8th ed., ed. Alfred Stuiber, Freiburg im Bresg
1978; English translation of 5th ed. by Hilda C. Graef, London 1960.

For Origen’s On First Principles, there is a very useful commentary by

26. Henri Crouzel and Manlio Simonetti, Origéne, traité de principes, Sourt

Chrétiennes, vols 252-3, 268-9, Paris 1978-80.
The brothers Basil of Caesarea and Gregory of Nyssa will be listed

‘Treatments of Time’, but for Basil’s Platonist sources, see
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27. John M. Rist, ‘Basil’s ‘“Neoplatonism™: its background and nature’, in Paul
Fedwick, ed., Basi/ of Caesarea: Christian, Humanist, Ascetic, Toronto, 1981, 137-
220.

Relations between Pagans and Christians in this period are the subject of

28. John M. Rist (27),

29. E.R. Dodds, Pagan and Christian in an Age of Anxiety, Cambridge 1965,

30. A. Momigliano, ed., The Conflict Between Paganism and Christianity in the Fourth
Century, Oxford 1963.

Augustine

There is an excellent biography by
31. Peter Brown, Augustine of Hippo, a Biography, London 1967.
See also the useful notes to the text and French translation of the Confessions by
R.P.A. Solignac in
32. Qeuvres de Saint Augustin, Bibliothéque Augustinienne, vol. 14, Les Confessions, Livres
VIII-XIII, Paris 1962.
On Augustine’s access to Greek texts, see
33. P. Courcelle, Late Latin Writers and Their Greek Sources, Cambridge Mass. 1969, ch.
4, translated from the French of 1948,
and on the versions of the Bible availabe to him:
34. Frederick G. Kenyon, The Text of the Greek Bible, London 1936 3rd ed. revised by
A.W. Adams, London 1975.
For Augustine’s relations to the Neoplatonists, see:
35. P. Henry, Plotin et | ‘occident, Louvain 1934,
36. P. Henry, La Vision d’Ostie, Paris 1938,
37. P. Courcelle, Recherches sur les Confessions de Saint Augustin, Paris 1968,
38. P. Hadot, ‘Citations de Porphyre chez Augustin’, Revue des Etudes Augustiniennes 0,
1960, 205-44,
39. John-]J. O Meara "Augustine and Neoplatonism’, Recherches Augustiniennes 1
(supplement to Revue des Etudes Augustiniennes), 1958, 91-111,
40. John-J. O’Meara, The Young Augustine, London 1954,
41. R.J. O’Connell, St Augustine’s Early Theory of Man, A.D. 386-391, Cambridge

Mass. 1968,

42. R.J. O’Connell, St Augustine’s Confessions, the Odyssey of Soul, Cambridge Mass.
1969,

43. R.J. O’Connell, ‘Augustine’s rejection of the fall of the soul’, Augustinian Studies 4,
1973, 1-32.

On Augustine’s ideas there is a book in preparation by Henry Chadwick.

Late Neoplatonism and Christianity

For late Neoplatonism, see

44. R.T. Wallis, Neoplatonism, London 1972,

45. Shmuel Sambursky, The Physical Wor[a’ of Late Antiquity, London 1962, and two
assoclated collections:

46a. Shmuel Sambursky and Shlomo Pines, The Concept of Time in Late Neoplatonism,

Jerusalem 1971,
46b. Shmuel Sambursky, 74e Concept of Place in Late Neoplatonism, Jerusalem 1982. .

[amblichus is discussed in English by
46. John Dillon, lamblichi Chalcidensis in Platonis Dtalogﬂs Commentariorum Fragmenta,
Leiden, 1973,

and in French by
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47. Bent Dalsgaard Larsen, Jamblique de Chalcis, exegéte et philosophe, Aarhus 1972.

For Proclus, see
48. L.J. Rosan, The Philosophy of Proclus, New York 1949.

The late Alexandrian Neoplatonists are discussed by

49. P. Merlan, ‘Ammonius Hermiae, Zacharias Scholasticus and Boethius’, Greet.
Roman and Byzantine Studies 9, 1968, 192-203,

50. L.G. Westerink, Anonymous Prolegomena to Platonic Philosophy, Amsterdam 1962, X~
XXV,

51. H.D. Saffrey, ‘Le Chrétien Jean Philopon et la survivance de 1'école d’Alexandre
au Vle siecle’, Revue des Etudes Grecques 47, 1954, 396-410,

52. Gérard Verbeke, ‘Some later Neoplatonic views on divine creation and the
eternity of the world’, in Dominic O’Meara, ed., Neoplatonism and Christzes
Thought, State University of New York, 1981, 45-53, 241-4.

For Hierocles and a slightly earlier period of the Alexandrian School, see

53. Ilsetraut Hadot, Le Probléme du néoplatonisme Alexandrin: Hiéroclés et Simplicius, Parss

1978.

For the late Athenian Neoplatonists and the controversy on how far Justinias
suppressed their activities, see |
54. Alan Cameron, ‘The last days of the Academy at Athens’, Proceedings of B
Cambridge Philological Society 195, n.s. 15, 1969, 7-29,
55. Alison Frantz, ‘Pagan philosophers in Christian Athens’, Proceedings of e
American Philosophical Society 119, 1975, 29-38. \
Some earlier interpretations are reported and commented on in |
56. John Whittaker, God, Time, Being, Two Studies, Symbolae Osloenses, supp. vol. 23
971, 1-66, esp. 19-20. ‘
For the Platonist school in Athens and the extent to which there were schools = ‘
Greek antiquity, see the pioneering work of |
57. John P. Lynch, Aristotle’s School, a Study of a Greek Educational Institution, Berkeles
and Los Angeles 1972, complemented by |
58. John Glucker, Antiochus and the Late Academy, Hypomnemata 56, Gottingen 1978, |
59. John Dillon (18).
See also the earlier
60. Ingemar Diiring, Aristotle in the Ancient Biographical Tradition, Goteborg 1957.
There is an account of the late Athenian Neoplatonist Damascius in
61. L.G. Westerink, The Greek Commentators on Plato’s Phaedo, vol. 2,
and of Simplicius in
61a. llsetraut Hadot (53).

Philoponus

There is a selection of Philoponus’ work in German translation, with a survey by
62. W. B6hm, fohannes Philoponus, Ausgewdhlte Schriften, Munich 1967.
For Philoponus’original contributions to physics, see below, p. 440, and e.g.

63. S. Sambursky ‘John Philoponus’ in C.C. Gillispie, ed., Dictionary of Sciemisic
Biography, vol. 7, New York 1973, 134-9,

64. S. Sambursky, The Physical World of Late Antiquity, London 1962,

65. S. Sambursky, ‘Philoponus’ interpretation of Aristotle’s Theory of Light’, Osms
13, 1958, 114-26, i

66. M. Wolff, Fallgesetz und Massebegriff: Qwei wissenschafthistorische Untersuchungen zue
Kosmologie des fohannes Philoponus, Berlin 1971,
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- 67. M. Wolff, Geschichte der Impetustheorie, Frankfurt 1978,

68. Robert B. Todd, ‘Some concepts in physical theory in John Philoponus’
Aristotelian commentaries’, Archwv fiir Begriffsgeschichte 24 1980, 151-70.

On the general character of Philoponus’ thought, and on his allegiances, see

69. H.D. Saffrey (51),

70. Etienne Evrard, ‘Les convictions religieuses de Jean Philopon et la date de son
commentaire aux Météorologiques’, Academie Royale de Belgique, Bulletin de la Classe

_ des Lettres, 39, 1953, 299-357,

71. Etienne Evrard, ‘Jean Philopon, son Commentaire sur Nicomaque et ses rapports avec
Ammonius’, Revuedes Etudes Grecques 78, 1965, 592-8.

72. L.G. Westerink, ‘Deux commentaires sur Nicomaque: Asclépius et Jean
Philopon’, Revue des Etudes Grecques, 77, 1964, 526-35.

73. H.J. Blumenthal, ‘John Philoponus and Stephanus of Alexandria: two Christian
commentators on Aristotle?’, in Dominic O’Meara, ed., Neoplatonism and
Christian Thought, State University of New York 1981, 54-63, 244-6.

There is a magisterial article on Philoponus’ influence on Islam and Judaism by

74. H.A. Davidson, ‘John Philoponus as a source of mediaeval Islamic and Jewish
proofs of creation’, Journal of the American Oriental Society, 85, 1965, 318-27.

I am currently editing a collection of papers on Philoponus, to be published by
Duckworth in 1985.

Boethius

75. Henry Chadwick, Boethius, the Consolations of Music, Logic, Theology and Philosophy,
Oxford 1981, |

76. P. Courcelle, La Consolation de philosophie dans la tradition littéraire: antecédents et
posterité de Boece, Paris 1967,

77. P. Courcelle (33), ch. 6,

78. L. Minio-Paluello, ‘Boethius’, Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1968,

79. James Shiel, ‘Boethius’ commentaries on Aristotle’, Medieval and Renaissance
Studies 4, 1958, 217-44,

80. J. Gruber, Kommentar zu Boethius De Consolatione Philosophiae, Berlin 1978.

Islam

For Islamic thought, see
81. H.A. Wolfson, The Philosophy of the Kalam, Cambridge Mass. 1976,
82. Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed, Part 1, chs 73-6, translated by M.
Friedlidnder, 2nd ed., London 1904, and by S. Pines, Chicago 1963,
83. S. van den Bergh, Averroes’ Tahafut al-Tahafut (incorporating Ghazali’s 7ahafut al-
Falasifa), translated with introduction and notes, 2 vols, London 1969.
Arabic versions of some Greek texts are made available in French by
84 A. Badawi, La Transmission de la philosophie Grecque au monde Arabe, Paris 1968.

Treatments of time

Plato

#5. G.E.L. Owen, ‘Plato and Parmenides on the timeless present’, 7he Monist 50,
1966, 317-40 (repr. in Alexander P.D. Mourelatos, ed., The Pre-Socratics,
Garden City, N.Y. 1974),

86. Gregory Vlastos, ‘The disorderly motion in the 7imaeus’, and ‘Creation in the
Timaeus: is it a fiction?’, both in R.E. Allen, ed., Studies in Plato’s Metaphysics,
London 1965, the first reprinted from Classical Quarterly 1939, the second from
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Philosophical Review 1964,
87. Colin Strang and K.W. Mills, two symposium articles, ‘Plato and the Instant’.
Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society, supp. vol. 48, 1974, 63-906.

Anristotle

88. P.F. Conen, Die Jeittheorie des Aristoteles, Munich 1964,
89. G.E.L. Owen, ‘Aristotle on time’, in Peter Machamer and Robert Turnbull, eds
Motion and Time, Space and Matter: Interrelations in the History and Philosophy &
Science, Ohio State University 1976, repr. in Jonathan Barnes, Malcolm
Schofield, Richard Sorabji, eds., Articles on Aristotle, vol. 3, London 1979,
90. Julia Annas, ‘Aristotle, number and time’, Philosophical Quarterly 25, 1975, 97-113,
91. Jaakko Hintikka, 7ime and Necessity, Oxford 1973.

Peripatetics

92. Pamela Huby, ‘An excerpt from Boethus of Sidon’s commentary on the
Categories?’, Classical Quarterly 31, 1981, 398-409. |

93. Robert Sharples, in collaboration with F.W. Zimmermann, ‘Alexander
Aphrodisias, On Time’, Phronesis 1982.

Stoics

94. V. Goldschmidt, Le Systéme stoicien et [ ’idée de temps, Paris 1953.

Epicurus

Epicurus’ theory of time is known from his summary in the Letter to Herodotus, fres
Sextus and from Lucretius, and, more recently from the charred and fragmentas
papyrus 1413 recovered from the volcanic ash at Herculaneum. This has bess
edited by Cantarella, with an introductior: and notes by Arrighetti, and there = =
article on it by Barigazzi: !
95. R. Cantarella and G. Arrighetti, ‘Il libro “Sul Tempo™ (P. Herc. 1413) =
opera di Epicuro ““Sulla Natura™,’ Cronache Ercolanes: 2, 1972, 5-40,
96. A. Barigazzi, ‘Il concetto del tempo nella fisica atomistica’, Epicurea in memes
H. Bignone, Genova 1959.
Followers of Karl Marx may be interested in his dissertation of 1840-1
Democritus and Epicurus, which contains a few pages on Epicurus’ treatment
time:
97. Karl Marx, Differnz der demokritischen und epikureischen Naturphilosophie in Allgen
translated in Norman D. Livergood, Activity in Marx’s Philosophy, The
1967, 57-109, see pp. 96-100, and again in Karl Marx and Friedrich
Collected Works, an English edition in 50 vols, vol. 1, Moscow, London,
York, 1975, 25-107.

Pseudo-Archytas
98. T.A. Szlezak, Pseudo-Archytas iiber die Kategorien, Berlin 1972.

Philo
99. John Whittaker (56), second study, pp. 33-66.
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Plotinus

100. W. Beierwaltes, Plotin iiber Ewigkeit und eit, Frankfurt 1967 (text of Enneads 3.7,
with German translation, introduction and commentary).

Basil of Caesarea and Gregory of Nyssa

101. J.F. Callahan, ‘Gregory of Nyssa and the psychological view of time’, Att: del X1
Congresso Internazional di Filosofia, vol. 11, Florence 1960,
102. J.F. Callahan, ‘Basil of Caesarea, a new source for St. Augustine’s theory of
| time’, Harvard Studies in Classical Philology 63, 1958, 437-54.
103. J.F. Callahan, ‘Greek Philosophy and the Cappadocian cosmology’, Dumbarton
Oaks Papers 12, 1958, 31-57.

Augustine

134, R.P.A. Solignac (32), notes to Confessions Books XI and XII,

105. P. Agaésse and R.P.A. Solignac, notes 20 and 21 to de Genes: ad Litteram, pp. 645-
68 of Qeuvres de Saint Augustin, Bibliothéque Augustinienne, vol. 48, Paris 1972.

%. ]J.F. Callahan (101-3),

7. J.F. Callahan, Four Views of Time in Ancient Philosophy, Cambridge 1948,

8. E.P. Meijering, Augustin iiber Schopfung, Ewigkeit, Zeit, Leiden 1980,

9. ].L. Morrison, ‘Augustine’s two theories of time’, New Scholasticism 1971, 600-10.

A work much quoted, but to be read with caution, is

10. Jean Guitton, Le Temps et [ ‘éternité chez Plotin et Saint Augustin, Paris 1959.

Late Neoplatonists

11. Shmuel Sambursky and Shlomo Pines (46a).
famblichus:
12. Philippe Hoffmann, ‘Jamblique exégeéte du Pythagoricien Archytas: trois
originalités d’une doctrine du temps’, Les Etudes Philosophiques 1980, 307-23.
Proclus:
- W. O’Neill, ‘Time and eternity in Proclus’, Phronesis 7, 1962, 161-5.
Damascius: ;
"&£ Marie-Claire Galperine, ‘Le temps intégral selon Damascius’, Les Etudes
Philosophiques 1980, 325-41.
Simplicius:
5. H. Meyer, Das Corollarium de Tempore des Stmplikios und die Aporien des Aristoteles zur
Zeit, Meisenheim am Glan 1969,
E. Sonderegger, Simplikios zur eit, Hypomnemata vol. 70, Gottingen 1982.

General

A panoramic history of cosmological theory, which has much to say on ancient
heories of time, but which has been subject to subsequent correction, 1s
= Pierre Duhem, Le Systéme du monde, vol. 1, repr. Paris 1954; vol. 2 repr. Paris 1974

(1st ed. Paris 1913-17).

Letbmiz
H.G. Alexander, ed., The Leibniz-Clarke Correspondence, translated Manchester
1956.
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Twentieth-century physics of time

119. M. éapek, The Philosophical Impact of Contemporary Physics, Princeton 1961,
120. G.J. Whitrow, The Natural Philosophy of Time, 2nd ed. Oxford 1980,
121. H. Stein, ‘On Einstein-Minkowski space-time’, journal of Philosophy 65, 1968, 5-
23
A very elementary book on the Special Theory of Relativity is
122. James A. Coleman, Relativity for the Layman, New York 1954, revised
Harmondsworth 1969.

Recent philosophical treatments

There is a large number of recent philosophical treatments, of which the following

are representative:

123. W.H. Newton-Smith, 7he Structure of Time, London 1980,

124. J.R. Lucas, A Treatise on Time and Space, London 1973,

125. R. Swinburne, Space and Time, London 1968.
For philosophical treatments of particular aspects of time, see below, but on the
distinction between static and flowing time, it is worth drawing attention to

126. Richard Gale, 7he Language of Time, London 1968.

Time and determinism

Ancient treatments of this subject are discussed in
126a. Richard Sorabji, Necessity, Cause and Blame, London 1980, chs 5, 6, 7, 8, and an
extensive literature is cited there.

Is time real?

For the paradoxes in Aristotle Phys. 4.10, see: |
127. Fred D. Miller, ‘Aristotle on the reality of time’, Archw fir Geschichte des

Philosophie 56, 1974, 132-55,

128. Norman Kretzmann ‘Ar:stotle on the instant of change’, Proceedings of he
Anistotelian Soczety, supp. vol. 50, 1976, 91-114.
For the Stoic view on the unreality of time, see:
129. A.A. Long, ‘Language and thought in Stoicism’ in his anthology Problems =
Stoicism, London 1971.
Augustine’s discussion is summarised in
130. J.F. Callahan, Four Views of Time (107),
and late Neoplatonist discussions are translated, with an introduction, in the work]
of
131. S. Sambursky and S. Pines (111).

The most notable modern denial of the reality of time is that by
132. J.M.E. McTaggart, ‘The unreality of time’, Mind n.s. 17, 1908, 457-74, reviseg

in his The Nature of Existence, London 1927, vol. 2, ch. 3.

I have discussed the ancient arguments in
133. Richard Sorabji, ‘Is time real? Responses to an unageing paradox’, Proceedings &
the British Academy, forthcoming.

Time, change and flow

On whether time requires change, see
134. Leibniz in H.G. Alexander, ed., The Leibniz-Clarke Correspondence (118),
135. Sydney Shoemaker, ‘Time without change’, jfournal of Philosophy 66, 1969,
81.
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The idea that time flows is clarified by McTaggart’s distinction between A-series

and B-series in

136. J.M.E. McTaggart (132).
Time-words expressing flow have been analysed in terms of the word ‘this’ by

137. Bertrand Russell, ‘The experience of time’, Monust 25, 1915, 212-33,

138. Hans Reichenbach, Elements of Symbolic Logic, New York 1948, §§50-1,
and in terms of the notion of ‘direct reference’ in work in preparation by David
Kaplan, privately circulated under the title ‘Demonstratives’, in March 1977. The
idea that such words can be replaced by time-words not expressing flow is resisted
by

139. Richard Gale (126), ch. 4,

140. Richard Gale, ‘Tensed statements’ Philosophical Quarterly 12, 1962, 53-9,

141. Arthur Prior, ‘Thank goodness that’s over’, Philosophy 34, 1959, 17,

142. P.F. Strawson, Individuals, London 1959, ch. 1.
The replaceability of flowing words and of other ‘token-reflexives’ in certain
restricted contexts 1s argued by

143. H.-N. Castaneda, ‘Omniscience and indexical reference’, journal of Philosophy

64, 1967, 203-10,
144, Steven E. Boér and William G. Lycan, ‘Who, me?’, Philosophical Review 89, 1980,
427-66.

Tenses express flow, but they were not incorporated into modern formal logic until
the work of

145. Arthur Prior, 7ime and Modality, Oxford 1957,

146. Arthur Prior, Past, Present and Future, Oxford 1967,

147. Arthur Prior, Papers on Time and Tense, Oxford 1968.

There have been heavy attacks on the idea of Howing time, of which the most

vitriolic is that of

148. D.C. Williams, ‘The myth of passage’, journal of Philosophy 48, 1951, 457-72, and
a more sophisticated one that of

149. D.H. Mellor, Real Time, Cambridge 1981.
A distinction between flowing and static time was made in antiquity by Iamblichus
in passages translated, with an introduction in”

150. S. Sambursky and S. Pines (46a).
It has been detected, mistakenly I believe, in Aristotle. See the articles by

151. Fred D. Miller (127),

152. Norman Kretzmann (128).

For Aristotle’s commitment to fensed discourse, see
153. Jaakko Hintikka, 7ime and Necessity (91), chs 4 and 5.

Timelessness and changelessness

The idea that fruth is timeless is controversial. Although talking of tenseless
propositions, Storrs McCall denies that their truth is timeless in
1534, Storrs McCall, ‘Temporal flux’, American Philosophical Quarterly 3, 1966, 270-81.
But the timelessness of truth is asserted by
155. W.V.O. Quine, Word and Object, Cambridge Mass. 1960, esp. 194,
156. Nelson Goodman, 7he Structure of Appearance, Cambridge Mass. 1951, ch. 11.
This controversy is affected by the one catalogued above (139-44), as to whether
time-words expressing flow can be replaced.

On whether uniwersals are timeless, see

57. David Armstrong, Universals and Scientific Realism, vol. 1, Cambridge 1978, ch. 7.
There are special problems connected with the idea that God has timeless or
changeless knowledge. At least his timeless knowledge would not restrict our
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freedom in the way that forcknowledge would. That his foreknowledge would is
explained by
158. Nelson Pike, ‘Divine omniscience’, Philosophical Review 74, 1965, 27-46,
159. Nelson Pike, God and Timelessness, London 1970,
160. J.R. Lucas, The Freedom of the Will, Oxford 1970, ch. 14,
161. Gary Iseminger, ‘Foreknowledge and necessity: Summa Theologiae 1a, 14, 13, 2/,
Midwest Studies in Philosophy vol. 1, eds, Peter A. French, Theodore E. Uehling
jr., Howard K. Wettstein, Morris Minnesota 1976, 5-25,
162. Richard Sorabji (126a), 112-13.
That God’s timeless knowledge would not in the same way restrict our freedom
was not yet recognised by Augustine, for whom see
163. J. van Gerven, ‘Liberté humaine et prescience divine d’aprés S. Augustin’, Revue
Philosophique de Louvain 55, 1957, 317-30,
but it was by Boethius. See
164. P.T.M. Huber, Die Vereinbarkeit von gittlicher Vorsehung und menschlicher Freiheit in
der Consolatio Philosophiae des Boethius, diss. Zurich 1976,
165. Robert Sharples, ‘Alexander of Aphrodisias, De Fato: some parallels’, Classical
Quarterly 28, 1978, 243-66. |
But if God’s knowledge is either timeless or changeless, can he know truths which
depend on the flow of time? This was already discussed by Augustine, Ammonius
and Ghazali, on the last of whom see
166. S. van den Bergh (83), vol. 2, pp. 151 and 155-6.
There is further discussion of the question in
167. Nelson Pike, God and Timelessness (159), ch. 5,
168. Arthur Prior, ‘The formalities of omniscience’, Philosophy 1962, repr. in ch. 3 of
his Papers on Time and Tense (147),
169. Norman Kretzmann, ‘Omniscience and immutability’, Journal of Philosophy 63,
1966, 409-21,
170. H.-N. Castaneda, ‘Omniscience and indexical reference’ (143), _
171. Nicholas Wolterstorff, ‘God everlasting’, in Orlebeke and Smedes, eds, God ams
the Good, Grand Rapids, Michigan 1975, |
172. Eleonore Stump and Norman Kretzmann, ‘Eternity’, Journal of Philosophy 78
1981, 429-58. |
For some ancient and mediaeval views on whether and how God is omniscient, see
173. R.T. Wallis, ‘Divine omniscience in Plotinus, Proclus and Aquinas’, in H }
Blumenthal and R.A. Markus, eds, Neoplatonism and Early Christian Thougﬂ'.|
Essays in honour of A.H. Armstrong, London 1981. |

The question how a changeless being can be an agent is discussed by |

174. Nelson Pike, God and Timelessness (159),

while Origen’s solution is explained by
175. Eleonore Stump, ‘Petitionary prayer’, American Philosophical Quarterly 16, 15

81-91.

A further problem is whether power can be changeless or timeless seeing that
appears to be diminished, as the flow of time makes things irrevocable. This &
discussed by
176. William J. Courtenay, ‘John of Mirecourt and Gregory of Rimini on whethe
God can undo the past’, Recherches de Théologie Ancienne et Médiévale, 39, 1972
224-56 and 40, 1973, 147-74,
177. A.].P. Kenny, The God of the Philosophers, Oxford 1979, ch. 8,
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