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Ratu Kidul

santri

sawah
seh (syeh)

selir
senapati
sengkala
sentana

tapa

tembang
tirakat

tumenggung

ulama
wali

wayang

wedana

wong cilik

wong durjana
wong putihan

Glossary of Javanese words

the goddess of the southern ocean. According to popular
Javanese beliefs, she rules over a court inhabited by spirits. T
rulers of the south-central Javanese courts are expected to es
into a spiritual marriage with the goddess in order to ensure
the support of the spirit kingdoms during their period of
a student of (Islamic) religion, follower of a religious way of
life, pupil at a pesantrén or pondhok (see above)

wet ricefield

title given to high religious dignitaries, especially to teach-
ers and scholars who were Arabs from the Hadhramaut or
who claimed descent from the family of The Prophet (Arabic
Shaykh)

unofficial wife of a prince or ruler

commander-in-chief of an army

chronogram list

member of the sultan’s family, usually a distant relative such
a second or third cousin

to engage in asceticism: an ascetic, mystic, man of religion.
also tirakat |

verse; scanned verse used in chronicles etcetera

to go on retreat and practice meditation and asceticism. See
also tapa

title of high administrative rank usually given to bupati (see
above)

Muslim scholar especially applied as a title to those learned in
Islamic law (figh)

early apostle or saint of Islam in Java; the wali are usually said
to have been nine in number

Javanese puppet theatre of several types. Those mentioned in
this study are as follows: wayang kulit, shadow theatre with

flat leather puppets; wayang purwa, plays dealing with ancient
mythology (principally the Ramayana and Mahabharata
cycles); wayang wong, theatre performance using dancers, and
wayang topeng, a masked dance

high administrative official; the title, like that of bupati, was
used both for officials within the kraton and for those in charge
of extensive administrative areas such as the eastern and west-
ern mancanagara where the senior official was known as bupati
wedana

common people

robbers, tramps, bandits, or ‘evil folk’ in general (see kécu above)
students of religion or religious officials living a communal life
(see above pradikan, santri and ulama)
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