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In the second half of the 20th century, 
Brno and its immediate surroundings was 
the centre of industrial wool-processing 
production in the South Moravian Regi­
on. This production continued traditions 
dating back to the second half of the 18'h 
century. Local textile companies such as 
Mosilana, n. p.; Vinena, spinning and 
weaving mills, n. p., Brno; plant 2 of the 
national company M itop; plant 4 and 
warehouse for plant 4 of the national 
company Bytex (also under the name In­
dustry of Home Textiles); Modeta, n. p. 
Jihlava; Unitex; Incotex, Wool Research 
Institute; Vina branch headquarters; n. p. 
Kras, and the Knitting Research Institute 
employed more than 6,000 local residents 
at the end of 1989. A number of them 
devoted themselves to the textile pro­
fession all their lives and still have a great 
zeal in it today. After 1990, this branch 
quickly subsided and most plants were 
gradually closed. No one was prepared 
for such a situation, no one expected 
the textile industry to succumb to the 
onslaught of fraudsters, incompetent 
managers and profit-seeking banks after 
the Velvet Revolution. No one expected 
the market to be dominated by cheap 
and low-quality goods. Employees were 
forced to look for a new jobin a new field 
practically in a day's notice. They got into 
a difficult situation and were exposed to 
a great psychical pressure. Few of them

ABSTRACT
managed to stay in the branch. Of the 
active producers, only Nova Mosilana 
remained, and it can be said that in terms 
of salary conditions it does not belong to 
the very attractive employers.

The above-mentioned development 
has contributed to the fact that the socio­
-professional group of textile employees, 
which would preserve a complex of 
important technical knowledge and skills, 
is disappearing from the composition of 
the population of Brno and the entire 
Czech Republic. Therefore, a field survey 
was started among the witnesses of textile 
production, which aimed to collect their 
memories. The interviews were condu­
cted primarily with witnesses who lived 
most of their lives under socialism. Their 
answers became the starting material 
for the preparation of the book. In the 
book, we focused on a partial evaluation 
of the obtained data: on mapping the 
motives that led the respondents to study 
at a secondary textile school and then to 
work in a textile factory, on an evaluation 
of working conditions, on a description 
of their own activities, and also on how 
work in a textile factory affected their 
private lives: what opportunities they had 
for further education, spending their free 
time, or how difficult it was to combine 
work at the factory with running a house­
hold and raising children.
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