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SUMMARY

This book analyzes three political initiatives within the period 
1968-1989. These initiatives can be characterized through the 
general term Czech left-wing exile. We identified the three most 
significant political groups that advocated different versions of left­
wing politics: the Czechoslovak Social Democracy, with the quar­
terly magazine Právo lidu (Social Democracy) that was published 
between 1978 and 1989; the prominent reform communists around 
the bimonthly Listy (Listy group), published in Rome between 1971 
and 1989; and the student exiles around the revolutionary socialist 
quarterly Informační materiály (Information Materials), published 
in West Berlin in 1971-1982 (Infomat group). There were significant 
differences between these three currents of left-wing exile, making 
agreement on ideology, program and tactics impossible and coop­
eration difficult, so that they often operated alongside each other 
rather than forming a unified political platform.

However, the main point of their political criticism was the 
same - they all sought to defeat the „neo-Stalinist", „bureaucratic“, 

„totalitarian“ regime, that had been established in Czechoslovakia 
after the military invasion of Warsaw Pact troops in August 1968. 
Although we cannot speak of traditional political parties (not even 
Social Democracy, which for historical and strategic reasons had 
this word in its name), politics occupies a central place in all the 
activities of the three groups. It was, however, exile politics sui gen­
eris. It involved exchanging information between home, exile and 
the world, receiving and publishing samizdat manuscripts, smug­
gling books and magazines into the homeland, providing moral 
and material support to political prisoners and their families, and 
other similar activities. In these activities, cooperation was necessary 
and took place with the help of transnational networks to which 
Czech exile organizations were connected and which overlapped 
and helped each other.


