
THE ASIAN HARM REDUCTION NETWORK

Supporting Responses to HIV and Injecting Drug Use in Asia

Contents
Foreword by U N A ID S .......................................................................................................... 5
Foreword by  the C hair o f  the Asian H arm  Reduction N e tw o rk ............................ 6

I. Executive sum m ary..................................................................................................... 8

II. In tro d u c tio n ................................................................................................................... 10

III. Background.................................................................................................................... 10
A. Epidem iology ctf drug use in A s ia ..................................................................  11
B. D rug users' vu lne rab ility  to H IV /A ID S .........................................................  12
C. D rug use and H IV/A IDS: W hat should be done?....................................... 15
D. D rug and H IV/A IDS policies in  A s ia ............................................................  15
E. The pioneers o f a com prehensive approach ..............................................  18

IV. The b ir th  o f  the Asian H arm  Reduction N e tw o rk ............................................ 20
A. Establishing a technical resource n e tw o rk .................................................. 21
li.  D eve lop ing and sustaining the n e tw o rk ...................................................... 22
C. Ad justing  the management s truc tu re ............................................................ 23
D. M em bersh ip .......................................................................................................... 24

V. M a jo r activ ities o f A H R N ........................................................................................  26
A. Inform ation d issem ination................................................................................ 26
B. Capacity b u ild in g ...............................................................................................  27
C. A dvocacy..............................................................................................................  27
D. N e tw o rk ing ........................................................................................................... 30

V I. Assessing the im pact o f A H R N ..............................................................................  31
A . Sharing in fo rm a tion ............................................................................................  31
B. Developing ca p a c ity ..........................................................................................  33
C. A dvocacy............................................................................................................... 33
D. Expanding responses to H IV  and in jecting  drug use................................ 34

V II. Future d ire c tio n s .......................................................................................................  36
A. Susta inability......................................................................................................... 36
B. Representing and invo lv ing  m em bers........................................................... 37
C. Accessing in fo rm a tion .......................................................................................  38
D. N etw ork a c tiv it ie s ............................................................................................... 39

V III. Discussion: The benefits o f  harm -reduction  ne tw orks .......................................  40
A. Strengthening responses and reducing iso la tio n .................................................. 40
li.  Setting n o rm s ................................................................................................................  4 1
C. D raw ing  expertise toge the r.......................................................................................  41

IX. C onclusion .....................................................................................................................  43

X. Lessons learned from  A H R N ....................................................................................  44
A. Creating and m anaging A H R N .......................................................................  44
B. Im pact o f  ac tiv itie s ..............................................................................................  44
C. N etw ork issues...................................................................................................... 45


