Contents

Acknowledgments
Map
Introduction: Language, Community, and Experience

Czech Landscape, Habsburg Crown:
The Jews of Bohemia and Moravia to 1918

Caution’s Progress: Enlightenment and Tradition
in Jewish Prague, 1780-1830

The Social Vision of Bohemian Jews:
Intellectuals and Community in the 1840s

Pursuing the Golem of Prague: Jewish Culture
and the Invention of a Tradition

On Myth, History, and National Belonging
in the Nineteenth Century

Education and National Conflict: Germans, Czechs, and Jews

Jan Hus and the Prophets: Fashioning a Czech Judaism
at the Turn of the Century

Death and the Nation: Ritual Murder as Political Discourse

in the Czech Lands

Masaryk and Czech Jewry: The Ambiguities of Friendship

Xii

10

37

65

95

114

135

159

181

198



Epilogue: A Sitting Room in Prague
Appendix

Notes

Bibliography

Index

217
231
235
285

307



Index

Abrahams, Roger D., 3-4

Adamek, Karel, 136, 146—47

Ahad Ha‘am, 209-10

Allgemeine Zeitung des Judentums, 7981,
84

Altneuschul, 95, 104, 108, 256128

Antisemitic Congress, 183

antisemitism: Ahad Ha‘am on, z10;
Reyrich on, 194; Vohryzek on, 170-71,
200. See also ritual murder

Arnold, Christoph, 97-98

Association of Czech Academic Jews. See
Spolek ¢eskych akademikii-zida

Association of Progressive Czech Jews,
201-2

Austria, 6, 266144

Badeni, Casimir, 166

Bar Kochba, 33

Beer, Peter, 59, 62

Benes, Eduard, 199, 212-13

Bloch, Chaim, 111

Bohemia: foreign capital in, 42; identity
in, 5, 6; industrial riots in (1844, 30,
82-86. See also Jews, Bohemian; Prague

Bilnmische Landesjudenschaft, 24

Bondy, Rabbi Filip, 163, 164

Brezina, Otakdr, 223

Breznovsky, Viclav, 166

Brod, Max, 217, 218, 222

Bruner, Edward M., 235n6

Central Europe: definition of, 1—2; Jewish
community in medieval, 12; weakening
of Jewish communities in, 38—39

Central School Foundation (Ustfedn{
matice $kolska), 141, 150

Ceskd véeln, 87, 89

Ceskozidovské listy (Czech-Jewish press),
150, 15253, 200, 201

Charles VI, 21

Charterton, Thomas, 123

Communist Party, 8—9; Jews in, 219,
22223

Corfu, 184

Cosmas of Prague, 11

Court Jew, 17-18

Czech-Jewish Almanae (Kalenddy® cesko-
zidovsky), 134, 147, 148

Czech-Jewish movement, 36, 94; attacks
upon Orthodox Judaism by, 176-79;
push to close German-language schools
by, 150, 152—53; reaction to riots by
(1897), 167—70; redefinition by younger
generation of, 170 —8o; response to
Czech nationalism by, 148 —51; substitu-
tion of Czech for German in worship
services by, 162—65

Czech-Jewish National Union (Ndrodnt
jednota ¢eskozidovskd), 149, 150, 152, 153

Czech-Jewish Political Union, 169

Czech language: as definer of Czech na-
tion, 119—20; publication in, 121; use by

307



308 INDEX

Czech language (cont.)
Jews in workaday world of, 161; use in
Jewish religious services by Bondy,
162— 65

Czech manuscript forgeries, 121-24., 126,
249117, 260 = 6INN20—21

Czech nation: Jungmann’s vision of,
119—20

Czech nationalism: ethnic consciousness
and, 129; Jews and, 30-34; overture to-
wards Jews by, 7782, 125; propaganda
against Bohemian Jews by, 145—48; re-
treat of Jews from, 86, 89, 00— 94

Czechoslovakia: Communist purges in,
226—27; Nazi occupation of, 8, 225;
Zionism in early, 211

Czech Reformation, 174, 203

Deckert, Josef, 18587, 275n1s

Der Orient, 77, 78, 84, 251n43
Deutscher Schulverein, 141, 147, 150
Dewey, John, 3

Donath, Oskar, 68— 69

education: growth of primary and second-
ary, 138 —41; national politics and,
135—37; private tutoring, 248n6; reform
of Habsburg monarchy, 53-62. Se¢ also
Jewish schools /education

Eleazar of Worms, 97

Eliade, Mircea, 259n2

Elijah of Chelm, 98

Emden, Jacob, o8

experience, 2—4.

Familiants Laws (Familiantengesetze),
21-22, 49

Felbiger, Johann Ignaz, 54

Ferdinand 1, 15

Ferdinand II, 18—19

Ferdinand 111, 19, 20

Fuchs, Alfred, 219, 223, 225

Galicia, 28, 176, 266143

Gans, David, 16, 100-101

Gellner, Ernest, 117

German language: as European Jews’ sec-
ond mother tongue, 89; as everyday lan-
guage for Bohemian Jews in carly nine-
teenth century, 161, 162; preferred by
Jewish secondary students over Czech,

144 —435; schools in Bohemia, 139,
140 — 41, 144; substitution of Czech for
in Jewish worship services, 162—65;
used in Jewish Normalschulen, 45, 56, 90,
125, 142, 143, 147; use encouraged by
Toleranzpatent, 45

Germany: Bohemia and, 130, 1315
haskalah in, 30, 46, 50, 53; industrializa-
tion of, 43

Gesellschaft der jungen Hebrier, 5o, 51, 53

Glaser, Rudolf, 72, 250n26

Goldstiicker, Eduard, 21718, 222, 223,
226—28, 282n10

Golem legend, 6; early versions of, 97— 08,
254n8; the Maharal and, 95-96, 98—99,
101, 106 -8, 110, 112—13, 231—33

Grimm, Jakob, o5

Habsburg state: economic reform in,
42—44, 62— 63; weakness of institutions
and culture of, 65— 66. See also specific
nionarchs

Ha-measef, 46

Hanka, Viclav, 121, 122, 126, 260—61n21

Hartmann, Moritz, 73—74, 81, 248n9,
249n18; contributions to Ost und West
by, 73; education of, 68, 69—70, 71-72,
73; promotion of German progressivism
by, 90, o1

Hasidism, 101-2, 103

haskalah (Jewish Enlightenment), 38—40;
education reform and, s3—-62; in Ger-
many, 39, 46, 50, 53; opposition by Lan-
dau to, 28—29, 47— 49; in Prague,
46-53

Havli¢ek Borovsky, Karel, 31, 87, 89, 146

Hebrew, 45, 89; as Jews’ “natural” lan-
guage, 31; press in Prague in sixteenth
century, 14

beder, 58, 60, 61, 62

Heller, Isidor, 68, 72, 74, 91— 92

Herben, Jan, 208

Hilsner, Leopold, 167- 68, 194.— 95, 196,
202, 206—7, 27703

historicism, 117

Hock, Simon, 75—76, 92, 248—40n12;
education of, 69; on industrial riots, 84,
85—-86

Homberg, Herz, 60

Hungary, 11-12, 22, 77-78

Hus, Jan, 174



Husek, Jaromir, 184, 193
Hussite wars, 13

Idel, Moshe, 102, 254n8

identity: in Bohemia, s, 6; Czech language
and, 119—20; formation of, 219; and lan-
guage of Bohemian Jews, 4-5; myth
and, 115-16; nationalism, myth, and eth-
nic, 115—18

invented traditions, 117

Jeirteles, Baruch, 49, 243032

Jélinek, H., 122—23, 249n17

Jewish National Council, 211-12, 213

Jewish schools /education: decline in at-
tendance of German-language schools,
155 — 564 decline of traditional, 62 ele-
mentary (Normalschulen), 56— 62,
142— 44, 147, 265N36, 268n65; push to
close German-language schools, 150,
151—55; secondary and higher, 144—45,
155—58, 266N143—4-4, 268 —69nn77-78.
See also beder; yeshivah

Jews, Bohemian: boycort campaign
against, 189 —90; choice of nationality
by, 240n46; contrast between city and
country, 145—48; Czech nationalism
and, 30-34; demography in seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries of, 40—41;
early, 11, 12; educational reforms in late-
cighteenth century and early-nineteenth
century for, 54~ 62; German accultura-
tion of, 30, 31-32, 35, 39, 90, 268n65;
identity and language of, 4—5; modern-
ization of, 62— 63; myths concerning,
127~-34; population in late-nineteenth
century, 142; propaganda against in late-
nineteenth century, 145—48; two visions
of history of, 127-34. See also Czech-
Jewish movement; Golem legend; Jew-
ish schools / education; Prague; ritual
murder

Jews, Moravian: contrasted with Bohemia,
33—34; expulsion from cities of, 13-14;
migration of, 22; organization of,
24 —25; population in 1849 of, 22

John of Capistrano, 13

Joseph I1, 5, 26, 44; education reforms of,
27, $4, 55, 245N60; promotion of stare
over traditional society by, 26, 44. Sce
also Toleranspatent

INDEX 309

Judaism: Orthodox, attack by Czech-
Jewish movement on, 176 —79; role in
transformation of Czech society of, 203

Die Juden in Bikmen und ilve Stellung in
der Gegenwart, 12730, 131, 133

Die Juden und die Nationalen, 13034,
262— 63054

Jiidisch-deutsche Monatschvift, 244n47

Jungmann, Josef, 119-20

Kafka, Franz, 35—36, 21718, 219

Kapper, Siegfried, 71, 250 —51n38; educa-
tion of, 6869, 70; poetry of, 81,
86—88; as translator, 73, 90— 01

Kara, Rabbi Avigdor, 13

Katz, Rabbi Yitzhak, 113

Kaufmann, David, 250n36

Kestenberg-Gladstein, Ruth, 5758

Kindermann von Schulstein, Ferdinand,
54, 55, 56

Klineberger, Bohdan, 178

Klutschak, Franz, 106, 107-8, 231—33,
257039

Kolinské listy, 19091

Kolman, Arnoét, 218, 22223, 226

Kompert, Leopold, 68, 72, 74, 88—89

Kofdn, Josef, 147—48, 151

Krakonos, 19203

Kraus, Hynek, 162—63, 164, 270n12

Kraus, J.S., 148

Kraus, Cantor Mofic, 164

Krejel, Frantisek, 208

Kuh, David, 77; on Czech-Jewish collabo-
ration, 79— 82, 252n62; education of, 68,
72; on industrial riots (1844 ), 30-31,
84—85, 92— 04, 125-26; manuscript for-
geries and, 126

Kundera, Milan, 1-2

Landau, Rabbi Ezekicel, 28—29, 46,
4749, 56, 105, 239N36

Landau, Israel, 40—j50, s1—52, 243034

Landau, Moses (M. 1.}, so0

Langer, Frantisek, 218, 22022, 223,
225—26

Langer, Jifi, 218—19, 220-22, 223, 224—25

language: Czech identity and, 119-20;
Jewish identity and, 4—s5; of Jews in Bo-
hemia, 124 —25; as measured in 1880 cen-
sus, 137-38. See also specific language

Lazarus, Moritz, 177-78, 273n61



310 INDEX

Lederer, Eduard, 271n32; call for reforms
in Czech Judaism, 175, 176, 272—73n48;
on Masaryk, 215; questioning of Jewish-
Young Czech alliance, 16869, 170; Zid
v dnesni spolecnosti of, 172, 175, 203

Linda, Josef, 121, 122, 260 - 61n21

Low ben Bezalel, Rabbi Judah. See Ma-
haral, the

Mabharal, the, 6, 16—17; cult of, 103—4;
Golem legend and, 95-96, 98—99, 101,
106-8, 110, 112—13, 231—33; story of
meeting with Rudolph II, 100101

Maisel, Mordechai, 18

Maria Theresa, 23

Marx, Karl, 207

Masaryk, Tomas G., 273n60, 279n31; am-
bivalent relation with Czech-Jewish
movement, 7-8, 198 -99, 215—16; popu-
larity among Czech Jews, 172, 177, 202,
203; support of Jewish nationalists,
214—15, 279n33; on Zionism and Jewish
assimilation, 173, 174, 204 —10, 278n21

Maximilian I1, 15

McNeill, William, 11718, 134

Mendelssohn, Moses, 46, 48—49, 53, 57,
242031

modernization: in Bohemia, 42—43; in
East Central Europe, 37-38; Jewish, in
Bohemia, 62-63

Moravia. See Jews, Moravian

myth: defined, 114—15; ethnic identity, na-
tionalism and, r15—18; examples of con-
cerning Jews in Bohemia, 127-34

“mythistory,” 118

Nirodni jednota ceskozidovakd. See
Czech-Jewish National Union

Navodni listy, 168, 169

Nase zdjmy, 18889, 195

National Liberal Party. See Young Czechs

Nebesky, Viclav Bolemir, 7677, 82, 89,
109

Nevidek, Viclav, 190

Normalschulen. See under Jewish
schools / education

Oppenheim, Rabbi David, 24, 104

Or-Tomid (Eternal Light), 32, 163-65

Or Zaru‘a, the (Isaac ben Moses of Vi-
enna), 12

Ost und West, 72—73, 76, 250n26
Otahal, Milan, 123, 124

Palacky, Frantisek, 124

Perles, Moses Meir, 101, 103

Polaban, 189, 190, 101

Poland, s0; Golem legend in, 97-98, 101

Porges family, 83

Prager Deutscher Literatur, 35

Prague: burning of Jewish quarter in
(1389), 13; expulsion of Jews from by
Maria Theresa, 23; growth of Jewish
community in sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries in, 14, 15, 17; baskalabh in,
46-53; Jewish elementary schools in,
143—44; Jewish population in eigh-
teenth century, 238n25; oldest Jewish
settlements in, 10 -11, 23614 post-
World War I anti-Jewish riots in,
280n50; riots against Germans and Jews
in (1897), 166—67; in Thirty Years’ War,
19; as unique Jewish center, 40—41

Premysl Otrokar IT, 11—12

Pressburg (Bratislava /Pozsony), 245n60

Psalm 02, 95, 104, 10§

Raaz, Anton, 60

Radikdlni listy, 196

Rakous, Vojtéch (Adalbert Osterreicher),
162

Rapoport, Rabbi Solomon Judah, 159-60,
229

Realist party (Czech People’s Party), 198,
200, 202, 214

Reiner, Maxim, 169—70

religion: nationalism and, 173—74. See also
Judaism

Revolution of 1848, 31

Reyrich, Bretislav, 194-95

Rezniéek, Viclav, 190 - o1

ritual murder, 112; Corfu case, 184, 188;
Deckert on, 185—87; Golem legend and,
165; Hilsner trials, 167- 68, 194— 095, 106;
“Jewish danger” and accusations of,
181— 84, 190—91, 193, 196—97; Kolin
case, 18789, 192—03; in Nové Bendtky,
rumor of, 101—02; Xanten affair, 185

Rohling, August, 183-84

Rosenberg, Rabbi Yudel, 111, 11213,
258nn48-49, 258nn52-53

Rosin, David, 269n2



Rozvoj (Development), 172—73, 174, 175,
179, 201, 202, 203, 272044
Rudolph II, 15, 17-18, 99, 100

Sachs, Michael, 75

Sadek, Vladimir, 101

Schudt, Johann Jacob, 256n27

Schulhof, Ignac, 86

Sefer Yezirah (Book of Creation), 97

Simon of Trent, 185—86

Sldnsky, Rudolf, 226

Slavs, 70, 80-81, 120

Sofer, Rabbi Moses, 20

Spolek teskych akademiki-zidh (Associa-
tion of Czech Academic Jews), 32, 148,
149, 162, 163

Stein, August, 164.— 65

Stolzl, Christoph, 93

Sulamith, s0-51, 53

Svoboda, Viclav, 70, 84, 93, 123, 125-26

Sviyf k svému boycortt, 168, 184, 189-90,
202

Tagesbote aus Bilmen, 126

takkanot, 25

Talmud, Babylonian, o5

Teller, Markus, 12730, 262nn46—47
Thirty Years” War, 18—20

Toleranzpatent, 2728, 44—45, 47—48, 142
Treaty of St. Germain, 21213

Trieste, 245060

INDEX 311

Vienna, 73, 74, 76, 245060

Vohryzek, Viktor: on Czech-Jewish rela-
tionship, 170~ 75, 200201, 272n45; on
Judaism, r74-7s, 17678, 203; publica-
tion of Rozvej by, 172, 202; on religion,
173, 272047

War of the Austrian Succession, 23

Weisel, Leopold, 106-7, 108-9,
25657135

Wessely, Naphtali Herz, 4748

Wessely, W., 250n28

Wiener, Moses, 57

Wolf, Joseph, 5o, s1

Yates, Frances, 99

yeshivah, 58, 61, 62

Yiddish, 4, 45

Young Bohemia, 72, 162

Young Czechs (National Liberal Party),
166; alliance with Czech-Jewish move-
ment of, 199-200; anti-Jewish activities
of, 168, 169, 189, 190, 191, 194; member-
ship of, 149

Zalud, Josef, 164

Zionism, 33, 172; compared with Czech-
Jewish movement, 36; Masaryk’s sup-
port of, 214 ~15; post-World War I, 211

Zunz, Leopold, 75



