
Table of contents
F o r e w o r d ................................................................................................................................................................viii

A c k n o w le d g e m e n t s .......................................................................................................................................... x

E x e c u t iv e  s u m m a r y .........................................................................................................................................xii

1. I n t r o d u c t i o n ....................................................................................................................................................... 1

2 . B a c k g r o u n d .......................................................................................................................................................3
2.1 In e q u a lity .......................................................................................................................................................3
2.2 H ealth in e q u a lity .......................................................................................................................................... 4

2.3 Reproductive, m aternal, new born  and ch ild  h e a lth .......................................................................... 5

3 . M o n i to r in g  th e  s ta te  o f  in e q u a l i t y  in  R M N C H .......................................................................... 9
3.1 D a ta ...............................................................................................................................................................10

3.1.1 Data s o u rc e s ....................................................................................................................................10
3.1.2 H ealth ind ica to r d a ta .....................................................................................................................10
3.1.3 D im ension o f inequa lity  d a ta ......................................................................................................10
3.1.4 C oun try  se lection ............................................................................................................................ 12

3.2 A na lys is ..........................................................................................................................................................13
3.2.1 Data d isaggregation ....................................................................................................................  13
3.2.2 Sum m ary m easures....................................................................................................................  13

3.3 R eporting....................................................................................................................................................... 16
3.3.1 Data v is u a liz a t io n ..........................................................................................................................16
3.3.2 F e a tu re s to rie s ................................................................................................................................. 17

4 . T h e  s ta te  o f  in e q u a l i t y  in  R M N C H : s to r ie s  f r o m  lo w -  a n d  
m id d le - in c o m e  c o u n t r i e s ......................................................................................................................19

4.1 Reproductive health in te rve n tio n s ........................................................................................................ 20
4.2  M aterna l health in te rve n tio n s ............................................................................................................... 24
4.3  Care-seeking for sick c h ild re n ............................................................................................................... 29
4.4  C h ildhood im m un iza tion  .......................................................................................................................33
4.5 C hild m a ln u tr it io n ..................................................................................................................................... 37

4 .6  C hild m o rta lity ............................................................................................................................................. 41
4.7  R M NC H  in terventions, c o m b in e d ........................................................................................................ 45
4 .8  Potential fo r im provem ent in R M N C H  in te rve n tio n s ..................................................................... 50



ST A TE  O F I N E Q U A L I T Y :  R E P R O D U C T I V E ,  M A T E R N A L ,  N E W B O R N  A N D  C H I L D  H E A L T H

Ґ
5. R e p o r t in g  t h e  s ta te  o f  in e q u a l i t y :  t a k in g  s to c k  55

5.1 The im portance  o f data  d isaggrega tion ..............................................................................................56
5.2 Equity o rien ta tion  o f policies, p rogram m es and p ra c tic e s ........................................................... 57

5.3 E qu ity-orien ted  health in fo rm a tion  s y s te m s ....................................................................................58
5.4 Reducing inequa lity  across health top ics  and the  post-2015 susta inable 

deve lopm ent agenda ................................................................................................................................ 59

R e f e r e n c e s .................................................................................................................................................... 61

A p p e n d i c e s ..................................................................................................................................................65
Append ix  1. Data and analysis m e th o d s ....................................................................................................... 65
A ppend ix  2. Assessing health inequa lity : m ethodo log ica l co n s id e ra tio n s ......................................... 72
A ppend ix  3. V isua liz ing d isaggregated data using m a p s ......................................................................... 76
A ppend ix  4. Guide to  in te rp re ting  the  visuals used in th is  repo rt...........................................................78

A ppend ix  5. In te ractive  v isua liza tion  o f health d a ta ................................................................................... 81
A ppend ix  6. A d d itio n a l in te ractive  visuals: references fo r fu rthe r data e x p lo ra tio n ......................... 83

A ppend ix  7. Patterns o f in e q u a lity ....................................................................................................................85

S u p p le m e n t a r y  t a b l e s ...................................................................................................................................87

I n d e x .........................................................................................................................................................................100

iv


