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Road traffic injuries are a leading cause of preventable death

The economic burden of road traffic injury and death

The Decade of Action for Road Safety: a response to the road traffic injury epidemic
Global Status Report on Road Safety 2015: objectives

Methodology

SECTION 1:The current state of global road safety

The number of road traffic deaths has plateaued since 2007
Low- and middle-income countries bear a disproportionate burden of road traffic deaths
The risk of dying in a road crash remains highest in low- and middle-income countries
The risk of a road traffic death is highest in the African Region
Road traffic deaths among pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists are intolerably high
More attention must be given to the needs of pedestrians and cyclists
Motorcyclist safety must be prioritized too
Greater progress on harmonizing data on road traffic deaths is needed
Data on road traffic fatalities are not robust in many countries
Lack of emergency care creates injury outcome disparities
Quality of care at scene of crash
Health-care staff must be trained in emergency care
Multisectoral action is essential for effective national road safety strategies

SECTION 2: Legislation and road user behaviour

Many countries need to strengthen road safety legislation
Enforcement is vital to the success of road safety laws
Reducing speed
Speed is a critical risk factor for road traffic injuries
Ease of mobility must not be at the expense of safety
National speed limits are crucial for effective speed management

Local authorities need legislative power to reduce national speed limits where necessary

Increasing motorcycle helmet use

Preventing motorcyclist head injuries is becoming increasingly urgent as motorcycle use rises

Helmet laws should cover all riders and specify a helmet quality standard
Helmets must be of good quality to be effective

Few countries meet best practice when it comes to helmet laws and helmet standards

Children legally allowed as motorcycle passengers must be required to wear a helmet
More effort is needed to collect data on helmet-wearing rates
Other promising strategies that protect motorcyclists
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Reducing drink-driving
Laws based on blood alcohol concentration (BAC) limits can reduce road traffic crashes
Young and novice drivers at increased risk
Commercial drivers involved in drink-driving have more serious outcomes
Enforcement of drink-driving legislation is critical to its effectiveness
Other effective strategies to reduce drink-driving
More work is needed collecting data on drink-driving
Increasing seat-belt use
Just over half of all countries have enacted good seat-belt laws
Almost half of all countries collect seat-belt wearing data
Increasing child restraint use
Protecting children requires properly fitting restraints
Compliance with child restraint laws is low
Reducing drug-driving
Drug-driving is an emerging road safety issue
The difficulties of addressing drug-driving
Countries are enacting drug-driving legislation based on evolving evidence
Training police to recognize and test for drug-driving
Reducing distracted driving
Distracted driving is a serious and growing threat to road safety
Four-fold increase in crash risk when talking on a mobile phone while driving
Evidence on effective ways to reduce mobile phone use while driving is still evolving

SECTION 3: Safer vehicles and roads

Most countries fail to apply minimum UN safety standards to new cars
Standards protecting occupants in front and side impact crashes are poorly implemented
Electronic stability control is highly effective and should be mandatory in all vehicles
Vehicles can be built to better protect pedestrians
Vehicle standards and fixtures are crucial to improving seat-belt and child restraint use
Making roads safer
High-performing countries explore how to make transport more sustainable
Safe road systems consider the needs of all road users
Safety through design

Conclusions and recommendations

Looking ahead: the SDG target to halve road deaths by 2020
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