
Contents

In tr o d u c tio n ..........................................................................................................................................................9

/. Origins o f  Ceramic Technology as a Long Term Process o f  In n o v a tio n ....................................................13

I-1 Economic M o d e l ............................................................................................................................................. 13
1-2 Geographical and Cultural Division o f the USA S o u th w e s t ....................................................................... 16
1-3 Earliest Ware in the USA S o u th w e s t ............................................................................................................. 18
1-4 Social M o d e l ....................................................................................................................................................19
1-5 American Coasts and I n la n d s ..........................................................................................................................21
1-6 Late Diffusionism and Postpleistocene A d a p ta t io n s ................................................................................... 23
1-7 Technological Model R e v i s i t e d ...................................................................................................................24
1-8 Late Paleolithic Fired Clay ..........................................................................................................................26
1-9 Pre-Pottery Containers in the Eastern M editerranean................................................................................... 28
110 Lime Plaster, White Ware, and the Earliest Pottery in Pre-Pottery Neolithic В ................................ 30
1-11 The Southwestern Japan Corns ............................................................................................................. 33
1-12 African Inland Around Paleochad L a k e ................................................................................................ 34
1-13 West Mediterranean C o a s t s ......................................................................................................................... 35
1-14 The Danude-Elbe-Rhine European Inlands in Central Europe and P o t t e r y ...................................... 39
I- 15 Synthesis o f the Developmental M o d e l ............................................................................................41

II. Adaptive Pole o f  Pottery Forms in the Context o f  Environment and Subsistence .............................. 47

II- 1 Coastal Environment in the Time of the Earliest Pottery and Pottery Forms ............................ 47
[A. Pottery and Environment; B. Shell middens; C, Changing Sea Levels; D. Coastal and 
Submerged Sites; E. Initial Forms of Pottery.]

II-2 Inland Desert Environments and the Earliest Pottery F o r m s ...................................................................... 55
[A. Climate of the Southern Sahara ( 10,000-8000 b.p.); B. Earliest Ceramic Forms in the Southern 
Sahara; C. Climate of the US Southwest in the Late Archaic Period (3000 b.p ); D. Earliest Firing 
of Clay Artifacts in the US Southwest; E. Beginnings of Pottery in the Mogollon and Hohokam 
Areas; F. Beginnings of Pottery in the Patayan Area.]

11-3 Inland Mixed Forest Environment and the Earliest Pottery F o r m s ......................................................... 64
[A. Climate and Vegetation in Neolithic Temperate Europe ( 10,000-5000 b.p.); B. Earliest Pottery 
in Central Europe; C. East European Boundaries of the Linear Pottery Culture and Experiments 
with the Earliest Ceramics; D. Earliest Pottery from Woodland Period in the US Northeast.]

II- 4 Mutual Relations Among Incipient Pottery Shapes, Natural Environment, and Subsistence . . 72

III. Correlates o f Ceramic Morphology and Cultural B e h a v io r .....................................................................74

lil-1 Shapes and Sizes of P o t s ...............................................................................................................................74
HI-2 Volume of Pots ............................................................................................................................................ 78
III- 3 Rim Diameter o f P o t s .............................................................................................................................80



HI-4 Wall Thickness o f Pots ......................................................................................................................... 81
III-5 Bottom and Neck Forms o f P o t s ............................................................................................................ 83
Ш-6 Other Functional Attributes o f P o t s ......................................................................................................85
III-7 Life Time of P o t s ...................................................................................................................................... 85
HI-8 Life Cycles o f Pots ................................................................................................................................86

[A. Production, Its Attributes and Stages; B. Economy of Production; C. Organization of 
Production; D. Use and Reuse of Pottery; E. Discarding of Pots and Ceramic Waste.]

IV. Informative Value o f  Ceramic Decoration ...............................................................................................95

IV-1 I n t r o d u c t i o n ..................................................................................................................................................95
1V-2 Pottery Decoration .....................................................................................................................................97

[A. DECORATED POT; 1. Pot as a Medium of Decoration; 2. Kinds o f Decorated Pottery; 3. 
Decorative Techniques; 4. Decorative Attributes; 5. Individuality o f Decoration; 6. Stochastic 
Variability. B. INTERPRETATION OF DECORATION: 7. Encoding of Concrete Meanings; 8. 
Decoding of Records; 9. The Iconic Meaning of the Decoration as a Sign; lO.Iconographic Style.
C. COGNITIVE DECORATION: 11. The Motor-habit Theory o f Decoration; 12. Abstraction 
and Stylization of Decorative Units; 13. Rules of Decoration Performance; 14. Learning of 
Decoration; 5. "Why Pots are Decorated".]

IV-3 Pottery D e s ig n ......................................................................................................................................  112
[A. POT DESIGN: L Definition o f  Design; 2. Designed Pot; 3. Techniques o f Design; 4. 
Attributes o f Design; 5. Choice o f Design Attributes; 6. Variability o f Design. B. INTERPRE­
TATION OF DESIGN: 7. Passive Encoding of Representative Patterns; 8. Decoding of Signs; 9.
Index Meaningof the Design asaSign; 10. Assertive Style. C. COGNITIVE DESIGN: 11.Theory 
of Social Interaction; 12. Hierarchy and Composition of Designed Motifs; 13. Rules o f Design 
Performance; 14. Transfer o f Designs through the Interactions; 15. "Ceramic Sociology".]

IV-4 Style o f Pottery ................................................................................................................................  120
[A. DECORATIVE STYLE: 1. Definition; 2. Stylistic Unity of Pots; 3. Techniques o f Style; 4.
Style Attributes; 5. Satisfaction with Style; 6. Symbolic Variability. B. INTERPRETATION OF 
STYLE: 7. Active Encoding of the Communicative Meaning; 8. Decoding of Metaphors; 9. Style 
as a Discriminating Symbol; 10. Emblemic Style. C. COGNITIVE STYLE: II. Theory of 
Information Exchange; 12. Structure and Symmetry of Stylistic Attributes; 13. Rules o f Style 
Performance; 14. Transfer o f Style by Communication; 15. "Hidden Dimensions o f Ceramics".]

IV-5 Evolutionary Theory o f Decorated P o t t e r y ...................................................................................  128

C o n c lu s io n s ...................................................................................................................................................  131

R eferences..........................................................................................................................................................  133

České s h r n u t í ...................................................................................................................................................  149

Sources of figures and permition g r a u te d ......................................................................................................  170

Index 172


