Contents

Preface
Acknowledgements

Introduction
Travel in Iceland xiv; Pronunciation xv

The geology of Iceland

Introduction 1. Geological setting: aglobal perspective 2;
Geological framework 4; VVolcanism 9; Tertiary, Quaternary,
Holocene 38

The southwest
General overview 49; Greater Reykjavik 49;
Reykjanes-Grindavik-Kleifarvatn 65

The south
General overview 77; Pingvellir-Geysir-Gullfoss 80;
Hreppar-bjorsardalur-Hekla 91

Vestmannaeyjar (theWestman Islands)
General overview 101; Heimaey 103;
The 1963-7 Surtsey eruption 107

The central south
General overview 109; Eyjafjallajokull and Myrdalur 122;
The Fire Districts 128

The southeast and east
General overview 153; Sudursveit-Lon-Alftaijoréur 156;
The eastern fjords 162

The northeast
General overview 171 ;Jokulsa-Tjérnes 171;
Krafla-Myvatn 180

vii

xi

49

77

101

109

153

171



CONTENTS

The north and northwest
General overview 195; Fnjoskadalurto Skagi 197

The west
Snaafellsnes-Borgarfjoréur - volcanic zones and rift jumps 205

The Highlands
General considerations 217; Askja-Kverkfjoll 218;
Landmannalaugar-Veidivotn 231

Glossary
Bibliography
Index

GPS coordinates

Vi

195

205

217

237

240

243

253



