
Tan Dun

The First Emperor
L ib re tto  by  H a Jin  a n d  Tan Dun
B a sed  on  H is to rica l Records  b y  S im a Q ian  (c.1 4 5 -8 5  BCE) 
a n d  th e  sc ree n p la y  The L e g e n d  o f  th e  B lo o d y  Z h eng  by  Lu Wei

РРЯyT T I
tU#stiN'ťO пазе marv

Ym-Yang M a ster  W U HSING-KUO 

Sham an  MICHELLE DeYOUNG 

Em peror Q in  PLÁCIDO D O M IN G O  

C hief M in ister  HAIJING FU 

General W áng  HAO JIA N G  TIAN 

Princess Yueyang  ELIZABETH FUTRAL 

M other o f  Yueyang  SUSANNE MENTZER 

Gao J ia n li  PAUL GROVES 

P rincipa l dancer  DOU DOU HUANG 

Zheng p layer  Q l YAO

C onductor  TAN DUN

M etropo litan  O pera  O rchestra , 
C horus, an d  Ballet
C horus M aster:  R a y m o n d  H u g h e s

‘O n e  b ig , w ild  w o n d e rfu l w o w .’ T he Los A n g e le s  T im es  

‘R ic h , r a d ia n t  a n d  in c o m p a ra b ly  D o m in g o .’ 
T h e  N e w  York P o st
T h e  f i r s t  E m p e to r  w a s  c o m m is s io n e d  a n d  p r o d u c e d  b y  th e  M e tr o p o li ta n  O p e r a  
a n d  c o - p r o d u c e d  w ith  L o s  A n g e ie s  О р е г з .  It p r e m i e r e d  a t  T h e  M e tr o p o li ta n  
O p e r a  Н о и ь е  o n  21 D e c e m b e r ,  2006 .

T h e  c o m m is s io n  o f  T h e  F irs t  E m p e r o r  w a s  m a d e  p o s s ib l e  b y  a  g e n e r o u s  gift 
fro m  T h e  F ra n c is  G c e ie i  G ta r i t a b l e  l e a d  T rust.

T his s t a g e  p r o d u c tio n  o f  T h e  F irs t E m p e ro r  w a s  m a d e  p o s s ib l e  b y  g e n e r o u s  g ;fts 
from  T rtc  F r a n k s  G o e l e t  C h a r ita b le  L e a d  T rust a n d  T h e  S ta rr  F o u n d a tio n . A dd itio n a l
g e n e r o u s  s t a g e  p io d u c ť o n  fu n d in g  w a s  re c e iv e d  f ro m  T h e  N e w  Y ork S t a te  M usic  F u n d , Futral & Groves 
e s ta b l is h e d  b y  th e  N e w  York S t a te  A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l a t  R ockefe ller  P h ilan th ro p y  A dw sois.
T h e  R icha rd  M a ssey  F o u n d a tio n  fo r  th e  A rts  a n d  S c ie n ce s , T h e  P e te r  J . S h a rp  F o u n d a tio n , a n d  B a rb a ra  A u g u s ta  T eichen .

M a jo r fu n d in g  fo r  G r e a t  P e rfo rm a n c e s  a t  th e  M e l  is  p r o v id e d  b y  Toll B ro th e rs , A m e ric a 's  luxury h o m e  b u ild e r® . A d d itio n a l fu n d in g  w a s  p r o v id e d  b y  
t h e  N a tio n a l E n d o w m e n t for th e  A rts, t h e  C o rp o ra tio n  for P u b lic  B ro a d c a s tin g . T h e  C h a r le s  E. C u lp e p e r  F o u n d a tio n , a n d  T h e  A th u r  F. a n d  A lic e  E A d a m s  
C h a n ta b ie  F o u n d a tio n , M iam i, F lorida.

Bonus: The First Em peror: In R ehearsal a t  th e  M et. B ackstage a t  th e  M et w ith Beverly Sills an d  Plácido D om ingo

Production  ZH A N G  YIMOU 

Set Designer FAN YU E 

Costume Designer EMI WADA 

L igh ting  Designer DUANE SCHULER 

Co-Director W ANG CHA OGE 

Choreographer D OU DOU HUANG 

H ost ZH A N G  ZIYI

Specia l Guest Interview er BEVERLY SILLS 

A  M e tro p o li ta n  O p e ra  
H ig h -D e fm itio n  P ro d u c tio n  

Executive Producers: P e te r  G e lb , Tan D un 
Director: Brian L arge 

Music Producer: Ja y  D avid  Saks 

Supervising Producers:
M ia B o n g iovann i, E len a  Park

Producers: Louisa B riccetti, V ic to ria  W arivonchik

H sin g -K u o  &  D e Y o u n g

5 0 9 9 9  2  1 5 1 2 9  9  5  M a n u fa c tu re d  a n d  p r in te d  In  th e  EU 

Running tim e : 177 m ins - C o lou r - N TSC System : 16 :9  • F ilm ed in  H igh D efinition 

D isc Fo rm at: 2  x  DVD-9 • S o u n d  Form ats: IPC M  S te re o  • DTS 5.1 su rro u n d

B ook le t co n ta in s  in tro d u c tio n  a n d  synopsis  in  E nglish. F rench  a n d  G o rm an  tran s la tio n s , a n d  a dd itiona l n o te s , <

T b s  is  a  region-free  NTSC DVD, designed  for playback o n  a« NTSC and  m o dern  PAL-compatible system s worldwide 

M enu L anguage: E nglish  • S u b title s : English  (sung  la n g u ag e ) • F rench  • G o rm an  • Italian • Spanish

W ARNING: T he c o p y rig h t p ro p r ie to r s  hav e  licensed  a ll e le m e n ts  a n d  m a te ria ls  c o n ta in e d  in th e se  DVD d iscs  fo r p r iv a te  

ho m e  u s e  only. Any u n a u th o rise d  u s e  including co p y in g , e d itin g , exh ib iting , ren tin g , hiring , lend ing , e x ch a n g in g , pub lic  

p e rfo rm an c e , diffu sion , ra d io  o r  te lev ision  b ro a d c a s t in g  o r  o th e rw iso  de alin g  w ith  th is  p ro g ra m m e  o r  any  p a r t  th e re o f  

is  str ic tly  p ro h ib ited .
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DVD d e s ig n  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t: J o h a n n e s  Muller, m sm -stu d io s G m bH . M unich 'T s—
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