
Contents

Preface to Second Edition vii
Symbols viii •
Introduction ix

1. Meanings of Meaning 1
2. Seven Types of Meaning 9
3. ‘Bony-Structured Concepts’ 24 .
4. Semantics and Society 40
5. Is Semantics Scientific? 59
6. Components and Contrasts of Meaning 89
7. Componential Analysis: Extensions and Problems 110
8. The Semantic Structure of Sentences 123
9. Logic in Everyday Language 151

10. Semantics and Syntax 178
11. Semantics and the Dictionary 204
12. Colour and Kinship: Two Case Studies in ‘Universal 

Semantics’ 231
13. Semantic Equivalence and ‘Deep Semantics’ 255
14. Presuppositions 277
15. Factuality 301
16. Semantics and Pragmatics 319
17. Alternative Theories 342

Background Reading 360 
Bibliography 368 
Index 379



Index

(Major or defining page references are printed in bold type)

abstraction, kinds of, 311-18 
absurdity, 76, 83-4, 148-50, see 

semantic anomaly: contradiction: 
nonsense

acceptability, 212-15 
acquisition, semantic, 27-30 
actualization, 154- ^ ,  175-7 
adjective, 181,210 
adverbials, 146 
advertising language, 47 
aesthetic function of language, 41,42 
affective meaning, 15- 16, 23, 43-7 
agent noun, 31, 185, 209 
all, 171-6, see quantification 
Alston, W. P., 323 
alter, 237
ambiguity, 78- 9, 221-2 
analytic truth, 77, 82-6 
anaphoric islands, 353-4 
anaphoric reference, 160 
and, 169-71
antonymy, 92, see oppositions, 

semantic 
arbitrariness, 26
argument, 103,125, 144, 183, see null 

argument 
asserting, 335-6 
assertion, 287
associative meaning, 18- 20,  23 
‘associative engineering’, 45-7 
asymmetric relation, 104-5 
attribution, rule of, 267-8 
Austin, J. L., 321-3

back-formation, 224
base, morphological, 208, 216-17
base, syntactic, 344-5
basic statements, 60, 73- 6, 175-7
Beauvoir, S. de, 33-4

Berlin, B., and Kay, P., 24-6, 27, 233-6 
Berne, E., 53-4 
Bertalanffy, Ludwig von, 39 
binary taxonomy, 99-100 
Bloomfield, L., 2-4, 62 
Bolinger, D. L., 48

CA, 117, see componential analysis 
categories, cognitive, 84-5, see 

conceptual meaning 
Chafe, W., 178, 192 
change of meaning, 227-9 
children’s language, 6, 27-30 
Chomsky, N., 28, 36, 70, 138, 231, 

342-7, 351, 357-9 
Clark, H. H., and Clark, E. V., 29,

114
cliché, 33-4
collocative meaning, 17, 21, 23 
colour terms, 24-6, 233-6 
commands, 75-6, 280, 335 
comparative sentences, 265-6 
competence, linguistic, 6, 69-70 
complement, 182 
complementarism, 320, 330-31,

334-5, 339, 341
components of meaning, 89- 107, 148, 

see componential analysis 
componential analysis, 91-109,

110-22, 236-42 
compounding, 221-2 
‘conceptual engineering’, 48-52 
conceptual meaning, 9- 12, 21, 23, 

24-39, 43-9, 75, 118, 197 
conditional factive predicate, 303-4 

306,317
conjunction, 183, 279 
Conklin, H. C., 24 
connotative meaning, 12-14, 118



380 Index

constituent structure. 9-10 
context, 63-70, 320 
contextual redundancy rules, 139-40 
contrastiveness, semantic, 9-10, 

89-109, 186-7, see oppositions, 
semantic; componential analysis 

contradiction, 5, 74- 5, 81, 86, 149 
conversational implicature, 331- 4, 

338-9
converse, 103 
converse, indirectly, 262 
conversion, 215, 216-17 
co-occurrence restrictions, see 

selection restrictions 
Cooperative Principle, 296, 331- 4 , 

338-9
coordination, 169-71 
coreference, 156, 160-61, 162-4, 271, 

274
coreference, rule of, 163- 4, 267, 274 
cosemy, 173-5, 190-91 
countability, 160, 187 
counterfactive predicate, 302 
counterfactuality, 301-2 
CP, see Cooperative Principle 
creativity, semantic, 30-39, 212-15 
cyclic opposition, 107

decoding, 11
deep structure, 269, 344-8, 357 
degree, adverbials of, 264-6 
deictic meaning, 67, 159 
deep semantics, 255, 268-76 
definiteness, 156-60, 289-90 
definition, 4, 198, 205-7, 208, 241, 243 
definition, componential, 90 
denotastum, 63
dependence rule, see redundancy rule 
dependency, 129, 269 
derivation, morphological, 212-16, 

220-27
dictionary, 178-80, 204-30, see 

lexicon
differentiation of meaning, 28 
directive function of language, 40, 42 
disambiguation, 67-8 
dominance, 114
downgraded predication, 144-8,

183, 208-9, 243, 283-7, see 
modifying predication; qualifying 
predication

ego,237
ellipsis, 66-7, see zero expression 
emotive meaning, see affective 

meaning 
encoding, 11
entailment, 4-5, 74- 5, 76-7, 81, 86, 

134-7, 277- 8, 281, 291.300, 308, 
317

entailment, rule of, 135, 304-5 
euphemism, 43-5
events and states, 168, 210, 312- 13, 

317
existential quantifier, 107, 153, 171-6 
expression rules, 180, 188-97, 202 
expressive function of language, 40, 

42
extension of meaning, 28 
extent, adverbials of, 264-6

fact, 312, 316
factive predicate, 302, 303-5 
factuality, 301-18 
features, semantic, 10, 91- 109, 121, 

126-8, 148, 267-8, see components 
of meaning

Fillmore, C. J., 297-8, 321, 351, 358 
final argument, 129 
Firth, J. R.,61
folk taxonomy, 111-13 •
functions of language, 40-42 
‘fuzzy meaning’, 119-22

General Semantics, xi, 2, 56-7 
generative semantics, 343-8 
Goodenough, W. H., 236, 247, 251 
grammar, 179
Grice, H. P., 296, 326, 331-4, 338-9, 

341

Hayakawa, S. L, 33, 36, 44, 56-7 
hierarchic opposition, hierarchy, 106 
homonymy, 227-9 
hyponymy, 92- 3, 94, 111 
hypothetico-deductive method, 61

identification, rule of, 259- 67, 274-5 
illocutionary force, 15, 321- 3, 328-31 
image-building, 45-7 
imperative, 321, see commands 
implication, rules of, 245, 247, 

249-52, 255-68



Index 381

implicature, 295-300, see 
conversational implicature 

incompatibility, 92- 3,  94, 111 
inconsistency, logical, 4-5, 74- 5, 81, 

135-7
inconsistency, rule of, 135 
indirect illocutions, 334-9 
indirect speech, 315 
inferential semantics, 77 
informational function of language, 

40, 42
initial argument, 129 
intended meaning, 21-2 
interpretant, 63 
interpreted meaning, 21-2 
interpreter, 63
interpretive semantics, 343-8 
intersubjectivity, 60 
intuition, 70-73 
intransitive relation, 105 
intransitive verb, 185, 211 
inverse opposition, 107 
irreflexive relation, 105

Jackendoff, R., 345 
jargon,32-5 
Johnson, Dr, 207

Katz, J. J., and Fodor, J. A., 138, 343 
Kempson, Ruth, 77, 116 
kinship semantics, 236-54 
Korzybski, A., 2, 33, 56

Labov, W., 119
Lakoff, G., 152, 279, 302, 346, 348, 

354, 358
lexical entry, 198-202
lexical innovation, see lexical rule;

neologism; transfer of meaning 
lexical insertion, 348, 351, 352-3 
lexical item, 229 
lexical rule, 204, 215-27 
lexicalization, 186, 18&-9 
lexicon, 202, 207-30 
linearization, 188, 192-7 
locative meaning, 125-8 
locutionary force, 321 
logic, 150-77 
logical form, 357 
logical operators, 152, 164-75 
logical presupposition, 278-82

Lounsbury, F. G., 236, 237, 251 
Lyons, J., 117, 120

McCawley, J. D., 141, 346, 348, 354 
Malinowski, B., 61 
marked terms, 113- 17, 188 
Maxims of Quantity, Quality, 

Relation and Manner, see 
Cooperative Principle 

meaning, 1-4, 9- 23, 118, see affective 
meaning; associative meaning; 
collocative meaning; conceptual 
meaning; connotative meaning; 
reflected meaning; social meaning; 
stylistic meaning; thematic meaning 

meaning postulates, 117-18 
meaning relations, 92-4 
mentalism, 70-71 
metalinguistic analysis, 313-16 
metonymy, 217-19 
metaphor, 214-15, 217-19, 230 
metaphor in poetry, 37-9 
metaphor, dead, 227 
mirror-image convention, 104, 129, 

246, 262-6 
models, 87
modifying predication, 146, 271 
morpheme index, 208 
morphological specification, 198, 

207,216
Morris, Charles, 63 
Morris, Desmond, 53 
multiple-based model, 349-56 
multiple meaning, see ambiguity; 

polysemy
multiple taxonomy, 100 
multi-valued orientation, 33

negation, 167- 9, 290-91, 295-300 
negation test for presupposition,

279, 300
negation, scope of, 167-8, 292-3, 299 
negative uninformativeness, 296 
neologism, 30-32
networks in deep semantics, 269-72 
nominal clause, 183 
nominalization, 183 
non-factive predicate, 302, 317 
non-factuality, 301-2, 306 
nonsense, 5-6, see semantic anomaly; 

contradiction



382 Index

not, 167-9, see negation 
notation, 94- 7, 115, 132-4,317 
noun,208-9 
noun phrase, 181 
null argument, 137, 243

object, 182 
objectivity, 60 
observation statements, 60 
Ogden, C. K.., and Richards, I. A., 1-4 
one-place predicate, 129, 183, 211, 

269-70
oppositions, semantic, 90-109, see 

binary taxonomy: hierarchic 
opposition; inverse opposition: 
multiple taxonomy: polar 
opposition: relative opposition 

oppositions, syntactic, 186-7 
or, 169-71
ordering relation, 105 
Orwell, G., 35-6 
Osgood, C. E., 18 
overextension of meaning, 28

paraphrase, 4-5, see synonymy 
paradigmatic axis, 11 
paradox, 37 
passive, 196
performance, linguistic, 69, 72 
performative, 322, 328-31 
performative analysis, 323-28 
perlocutionary force, 321 
petrification of lixical meanings, 225-7 
phatic function of language, 41, 42, 

52-6
phonetic interpretation, 344 
phonology, 11 
plurality, 187 
poetic language, 37-9 
polar opposition, polarity, 33,

100-102
politeness, 338-9 
polysemy, 90, 94, 227-9 
Popper, K. R., 60 
‘position’, 49-52 
Postal, P. M., 347, 348, 353 
potential presupposition, 283-304 
pragmatic analysis of speech acts, 

326-39
pragmatic presupposition, 287 
pragmaticism, 319, 323, 328, 334, 341

pragmatics, 69-70, 156-7, 278, 281, 
287-95, 319-41

predicate, 124- 30, 183, see one-place 
predicate: two-place predicate 

predicate calculus, 153 
predication, 124- 50, 269-70, 313, 317, 

see downgraded predication: 
modifying predication; one-place 
predication: qualifying predication: 
subordinate predication: two-place 
predication

predication analysis, 130- 50, 242-50 
preposition, 183 
prepositional phrase, 183 
presupposition, 4-5, 74-5, 277- 300, 

304, 308-11, 317, see logical 
presupposition: potential pre
supposition: pragmatic 
presupposition: propositional 
presupposition

presupposition cancellation, 287 
projection rules, 123, 344, 345 
productivity, lexical, 204, 212-15 
propaganda, 45-52 
proper names, 160 
proposition, 75, 79, 154-6, 280, 335 
propositional calculus, 152 
propositional and non-propositional 

presupposition, 309 
prototypes, 84-6, 121 
‘pseudo-clefť sentence, 263. 355 
pure factive predicate, 303- 4, 311,317

qualifying predication, 146, 270, 283 
quantification, 107, 152-3, 171- 6, 

291-2
quantification, mixed, 174-5 
quantifier, scope of, 172, 174 
questions, 75-6, 280, 322, 335, 340-41 
Quine, W. V., 71,87 
quotation, 315

reciprocal relation, 106 
redundancy rule, 110-11, 139-41 
reference, 12, 93. 118, 312-16 
reflected meaning, 16- 17, 23 
reflexive relation, 105, 271 
relative clause, 183 
relative opposition, relation, 102-6 
relativism, semantic, 26-30 
response set, 309



Index 383

Ross, J. R., 324-6, 328-9, 346

p Sampson, G., 77, 351 
Sapir, E., 27-8
science, semantics as a, 59-88 
scope, 273, 292, 299-300, see 

negation: quantifier 
Searle, J. R., 323, 328, 334, 338, 341 
selection restrictions, 137- 42 ,  219 

I semantic anomaly, 74- 5,  149-50 
semantic description, 80 
Semantic Differential, 18-19 
semantic representation, 96, 269, 

282-7
semantic specification, see definition 
semanticism, 319, 323, 334, 341 
sense, 23, 331, see conceptual 

meaning
sentences, meaning of, 79, 123-50 
sign, 63
Signese, 95, 115, see notation 
significatum, 63
situation of utterance, 326-8, see 

context
some, 171-6, see quantification 
speech acts, 321-3, see indirect speech 

acts
Standard Theory, 344-5 
states, see events and states 
Steiner, G., 36
structural compression, 188, 190 91 
stylistic meaning, 14- 15, 23 
subject, 181-2, 290 
subordinate predication, 142-4, 183, 

208-9, 270, 304-6 
subordination, rule of, 257- 9,  274, 

304
superordinate, 93 
surface structure, 344-8 
symmetric relation, 104 
synonymy, 74,  75, 86, 90, 94, 253-68, 

272
syntactic specification, 208 
syntagmatic axis, 11 
syntax, 11, 178-203 
synthetic truth, 77, 82-6

Tarski, A., 77 
tautology, 5, 74- 5, 81, 149 
taxonomic oppositions, see binary 

taxonomy; multiple taxonomy 
tense, 164 
term, 144 
the, 156-61
thematic meaning, 19-20, 23, 195-7, 

352
thematization, 195-7
theories, 60-61, 76-7, 87-8, 342-59
time, 164
trace theory, 358
transfer of meaning, 7, 30, 212, 214, 

217- 19, 220-27
transformations, 196-7, 325, 328, 344, 

345-58
transformational grammar, 342-58 
transitive relation, 105 
transitive verb, 184, 185, 211 
translation, 79-80 
tree-diagrams, see constituent 

structure; dependency 
truth and falsehood, 73-8, 278-81 
truth-based semantics, 76-8 
truth-conditions, 77 
two-place predicate, 129, 211, 269 
two-valued orientation, 33-4, 37

universal quantifier, 107, 171-6 
universal, semantic, 26-30, 231 54 
unmarked terms, 113- 17,  188 
utterance, 326, 330

valency, 198-9 
verb, 189,210-11 
verb phrase, 181

Weinreich, U., 138 
well-formedness, 180 84, 202, 352 
Whorf, B. L., 27-8 
Wittgenstein, L., 62 
word-formation, 212-16

zero expression, 161 2, 185 6 
zero mappings, 184-6 
Zwicky, A., 121-2


