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All hum an life unfolds w ith in  a m atrix  of relations, w hich are  a t once social 
and biological. Yet the  study  of hu m an ity  h as  long been divided betw een often 

incom patible 'social’ an d  'biological' approaches.

Reaching beyond th e  dualism s of natu re  an d  society, and of biology and culture, 
th is  volum e proposes a un ique and in tegrated  view of anthropology and th e  life 

sciences. Featuring contribu tions from  leading anthropologists, it explores hum an 
life as a process o f ‘becom ing’ ra th e r th a n  'being ', and dem onstrates th a t hum anity  

is  neither given in  th e  n a tu re  of our species nor acquired th rough culture, bu t forged 
in the  process of life itself. Com bining w ide-ranging theoretical argum ent w ith 

in -depth  discussion of m ateria l from  recen t o r ongoing field research , the  chapters 
dem onstra te  how  contem porary  anthropology can  m ove forw ard in tandem  w ith 

ground-breaking discoveries in the  biological sciences.

TIM INGOLD is Professor of Social A nthropology a t the  University of Aberdeen. 

G1SLI PALSSON is Professor o f A nthropology a t th e  University o f Iceland, Reykjavik.

‘This am bitious and highly original volum e... is  a  challenge to deeply rooted 
m odes of scientific thought, and an  in tellectually  very  rew arding work.’ 

Jonathan  M arks, University o f N orth Carolina a t Charlotte

'A thought-provoking collection of essays... T he subtitle o f th e  book prom ises a 
new  in tegration  of social and biological anthropology after a  long cen tury  of divorce. 

It does m ore: it explores a conceptual space th a t is no longer dom inated by the 
dichotom y betw een  n a tu re  an d  culture.’

Hans-Jörg Rheinberger, Max Planck Institu te  for th e  H istory of Science
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