
Contents

Acknowledgements ix
Abbreviations and Glossary of Terms xi
Glossary of Leading Figures xiv
Timeliney 1918-93 xvii
A Note on Czech Pronunciation xix

1 Introduction -  Communist Czechoslovakia in
Historical Perspective 1
Historical Background: Czechoslovakia, 1918-45 2
The Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, 1921-45 12
Main Themes, Issues and Interpretations 15

2 Communism on the Road to Power, 1945-48 21
The Impact of War 22
Stalin, the Cold War and Czechoslovakia’s

‘Limited Autonomy’ 28
The Communists’ Tortuous Road to Power 35

3 Stalinism Reigns, 1948-53 58
Elite Purges and Mass Repression 60
‘Constructing Socialism’: Politics, Culture and Labour 73
Anti-Communist Resistance 84

4 Social Crisis and the Limits of Reform, 1953-67 91
Abortive De-Stalinisation 92
Economic Crisis and Social Flux 106
Intellectual and Political Ferment 114

vii



V l i l CONTENTS

5 Czechoslovak Spring, 1968-69 121
‘Socialism with a Human Face’ 122
‘Night Frost in Prague’: Soviet Intervention 134
From Invasion to ‘Normalisation’ 147

6 Everyday Normalisation, 1969-88 152
The Politics of Normalisation 153
Normalisation as a Way of Life 165
The Challenge of ‘Dissidence’ 172

7 1989 -  The Demise of Communism 182
Why Did Communism Collapse? 183
A Multiplicity of Revolutions? 192

8 Conclusion -  Into the Dustbin of History? 200
Communist Czechoslovakia: A Balance Sheet 201

Notes 206
Bibliography 228
Index 246


