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“This indispensible Handbook is one-stop shopping for 
any course on regional or urban development. Those 
seeking to understand how regions can develop or 
transform their economies in an increasingly competitive 
global environment must read the groundbreaking 
analyses assembled by Pike, Rodriguez, and Tomaney.” 
Joan Fitzgerald, Professor of Urban Policy and Director,
Law, Policy and Society Program, Northeastern University, 
Boston, USA.

“A must read for all those wanting seriously to understand 
spatial patterns in development and to engage in the 
difficult art of modern local and regional development 
policy. Conceptual foundations, governance and the tools 
of policy delivery are revealed by cleverly bringing together 
theoretical advances in different fields.”
Fabrizio Barca, Director General, Ministry of Finance and 
Economy, Italy.

“A comprehensive review of the theory and practice 
of local and regional development, emphasizing the 
capabilities, learning and governance, with a robustly 
comparative and international perspective, edited by 
major scholars in the field.”
Michael Storper, Professor of Economic Geography, 
London School of Economics; Professor of Economic 
Sociology, Sciences Po, Paris and Professor of Urban 
Planning, UCLA, USA.

“This is a path-breaking collection of cutting-edge 
thinking on local and regional development written by 
a large number of influential scholars whose collective 
wisdom has clearly defined this important field of enquiry. 
The work sets a new benchmark for understanding 
scholarship and practice.”
Henry Yeung, Professor of Economic Geography, National 
University of Singapore, Singapore.
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The Handbook of Local and Regional Development 
provides a comprehensive statement and reference point 
for local and regional development. The scope of this 
Handbook’s coverage and-contributions engages with and 
reflects upon the politics and policy of how we think about 
and practise local and regional development, encouraging 
dialogue across the disciplinary barriers between notions 
of ‘Local and Regional Development’ in the Global North 
and ‘Development Studies’ in the Global South.

This Handbook is organized into seven inter-related 
sections, with an introductory chapter setting out 
the rationale, aims and structure of the Handbook.
Section I situates local and regional development in its 
global context. Section II establishes the key issues in 
understanding the principles and values that help us define 
what is meant by local and regional development. Section 
III critically reviews the current diversity and variety of 
conceptual and theoretical approaches to local and regional 
development. Section IV address questions of government 
and governance. Section V connects critically with the 
array of contemporary approaches to local and regional 
development policy. Section VI is an explicitly global review 
of perspectives on local and regional development from 
Africa, Asia-Pacific, Europe, Latin and North America. 
Section VII provides reflection and discussion of the futures 
for local and regional development in an international and 
multidisciplinary context.

With over 40 contributions from leading international 
scholars in the field, this Handbook provides critical 
reviews and appraisals of current state-of-the-art 
conceptual and theoretical approaches and future 
developments in local and regional development.

Andy Pike is Professor of Local and Regional 
Development in the Centre for Urban and Regional 
Development Studies (CURDS), Newcastle University, UK.

Andrés Rodriguez-Pose is a Professor of Economic 
Geography at the London School of Economics, UK.

John Tomaney is Henry Daysh Professor of Regional 
Development Studies and Director of CURDS, Newcastle 
University, UK, and Professor of Regional Studies, Institute 
for Regional Studies, Monash University, Australia.

GEOGRAPHY/ECONOMICS/PLANNING

an informa business
Cover image: Michelle Wood

http://www.routledge.com


Contents

^H W M H W H W H lM M M il lW llllllllllll IIHMHMillHIII f li lll■ lllll||||||||||l |||||||||||||||||||||||I||| I ||I|| 11||| I ||I| III |||||||||H iH||i||i|

Ust of tables ^
Ust of figures X1V
Ust of contributors x v j

Acknowledgements xxij

1 Introduction: A handbook of local and regional development 1
Andy Pike, Andres Rodriguez-Pose and John Tomaney

Section I: Local and regional development in a global context 15

2 Globalization and regional development 17
Seán О Riain

3 Territorial competition 30
Ian Gordon

4 Local and regional ‘Development Studies’ 43
Giles Mohan

Section II: Defining the principles and values of local and
regional development 57

5 Regional disparities and equabties: Towards a capabilities perspective? 59
Diane Perrons

6 Inclusive growth: Meaningful goal or mirage? 74
Ivan Turok



CONTENTS

7 The Green State: Sustainability and the power of purchase 87 
Kevin Morgan

8 Alternative approaches to local and regional development 97
Allan Cochrane

Section III: Concepts and theories of local and
regional development 107

9 Spatial circuits of value Ю9
Ray Hudson

10 Labor and local and regional development П 9
Andrew Herod

11 Local and regional development: A global production network approach 128
Neil M. Coe and Martin Hess

12 Evolutionary approaches to local and regional development policy 139
Robert Hassink and Claudia Klaerding

13 Innovation, learning and knowledge creation in co-localised
and distant contexts 149
Harald Bathelt

14 Culture, creativity, and urban development 162
Dominic Power and Allen J  Scott

15 Post-sociahsm and transition 172
Bolestaw Domanski

16 Migration and commuting: Local and regional development links 182
Mike Coombes and Tony Champion

17 Within and outwith/material and political? Local economic development
and the spatiaHties of economic geographies I93
Roger Lee

18 Spaces of social innovation 212
Frank Moulaert and Abid Mehmood

19 Forging post-development partnerships: Possibilities for local and
regional development 226
J.K. Gibson-Graham

v i i i



CONTENTS

Section IV: Government and governance 237

20 The state: Government and governance 239
Bob Jessop

21 Putting‘the political’ back into the region: Power, agency and a
reconstituted regional political economy 249
Andrew Cumbers and Danny MacKinnon

22 Territorial/relational: Conceptualizing spatial economic governance 259
Martin Jones and Gordon MacLeod

23 Institutional geographies and local economic development:
Policies and politics 272
Kevin R. Cox

24 Carbon control regimes, eco-state restructuring and the politics
of local and regional development 283
Andrew E. G. Jonas, Aidan H. While and David C. Gibbs

25 Competitive cities and problems of democracy 295
Colin Crouch

26 The politics of local and regional development 306
Andrew Wood

2Л Spatial planning and territorial development policy 318
Peter Ache

Section V: Local and regional development policy 331

28 Endogenous approaches to local and regional development policy 333
Franz Tödtling

29 Territorial competitiveness and local and regional economic development:
A classic tale o f‘theory led by policy’ 344
Gillian Bristow

30 Finance and local and regional economic development 356
Felicity Wray, Neill Marshall and Jane Pollard

31 Green dreams in a cold light 371
Susan Christopherson



CONTENTS

32 SMEs, entrepreneurialism and local/regional development 381
Costis Hadjimichalis

33 Transnational corporations and local and regional development 394
Stuart Dawley

34 Innovation networks and local and regional development policy 413
Mário Vale

35 Universities and regional development 425
John Goddard and Paul Vallarne

36 Transportation networks, the logistics revolution and regional development 438
John T. Bowen, Jr. and Thomas R. Leinbach

37 (Im)migration, local, regional and uneven development 449
Jane Wills, Kavita Datta,Jon May, Cathy McHwaine,
Yara Evans and Joanna Herbert

38 Neoliberal urbanism in Europe 460 
Sara Gonzalez

39 Gender, migration and socio-spatial transformations
in Southern European cities 470
Dina Vaiou

Section VI: Global perspectives 483

40 The experience of local and regional development in Africa 485
Etienne Nel

41 Globalization, urbanization and decentrahzation: The experience
of Asian Pacific cities 496
Shiuh-Shen Chien

42 Local development: A response to the economic crisis.
Lessons from Latin America 506
Antonio Vázquez-Barquero

43 North American perspectives on local and regional development 515
Nancey Green heigh and Jennifer Clark

44 Area definition and classification and regional development finance:
The European Union and China 527
Michael Dunford



CONTENTS

Section VII: Reflections and futures 549

45 The language o f local and regional development 551
Phillip O 'N e ill

46 The evaluation o f  local and regional development policy 569
Dave Valler

47 The new regional governance and the hegemony o f neoliberalism 581
John Lovering

48 Local Left strategy now 595
Jamie Gough and Aram Eisenschitz

49 Local and regional development: Reflections and futures 618
John Tomaney, Andy Pike and Andres Rodriguez-Pose

Index 631


