
CO NTEN TS

Preface page ix
Acknowledgments xiii

1 Introduction: The postmodern problematic i
I Increasing incredulity toward metanarratives 4

II New awareness of dangers of societal rationalization 7
III New informational technologies 8
IV New social movements 10
V Initial directions 12

2 Understanding the modern—postmodern tension 13
I The battle lines 13

II Two senses of resf>onsibility 19
III Two dimensions of language 23
IV Between modernity and postmodernity 28

3 Heidegger’s ambiguous legacy for postmodernism 3 1
I Politics, will, and intersubjectivity 33

II Heidegger and a postmodern politics 42
4 Heidegger and responsibility to otherness 55

I Finitude and action 55
II Other thinking 63

5 “From/after this laughter and this dance . . 7 5
I Derrida’s resituating of responsibility 76

vii



Vlil C O N T E N T S

II Toward a sublime of everyday life 85
III A bearable lightness of care 90

6 Difference feminism and responsibility to otherness 95
I The significance of care in feminism 96

II From the intimate to the ethical—p>olitical 102
7 Rethinking justice 115

I A new pluralist justice 117
II The phenomena of injustice 122

111 Fostering and constraining otherness 126
8 Conclusion 149

Index 151


