
Web Cartography

THE WORLD WIDE WEB HAS RAPIDLY BECOME 
A WIDESPREAD MEANS FOR THE PUBLICATION 
OF GEOSPATIAL DATA. IT HAS EARNED THIS 
POPULARITY SINCE IT IS VIRTUALLY PLATFORM 
INDEPENDENT, CAN REACH MANY USERS AT 
MINIMAL COST, AND IS EASY TO UPDATE. MORE 
IMPORTANTLY, THE WEB MEETS THE INCREASING 
DEMAND FOR CUSTOMISED GEOSPATIAL DATA 
PRODUCTS. HOWEVER, THE VISUAL DISSEMINA 
TION OF SPATIAL DATA ON THE WEB CREATES 
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR MAP DESIGN, AND 
INTRODUCES NEW CAPABILITIES AND PITFALLS 
FOR INTERACTIVE MAP APPLICATIONS.

HTTP://KARTOWEB.ITC.NL
/WEBCARTOGRAPHY/WEBBOOK
The w e b s ite

a c c o m p a n ie s  
th e  bo o k . It p ro v id es  a  dynam ic  en v ironm en t 
fo r d e m o n s tra tin g  m any  of th e  p r in c ip le ^ se t 
o u t in th e  te x t a n d  in c lu d es  a c c e s s  to  aŕ b a s ic  
c o u rs e  on W eb  C a rto g rap h y . The b o d x  an d  
w e b s ite  p rov ide  a  te x t for s tu d e n ts^ m d  
p ro fe ss io n a ls  in th e  fie ld s  o f c a r to g ra p h y  an d  
GIS. The se r ie s  of c h a p te r s  a re  W ritten by 
d iffe ren t p e o p le  b u t w o rk ed  to g e th e r  into
a  s in g le  tex t.

W eb m a p s  a re  first p u t in to  a  b ro a d  co n tex t, 
a n d  sp ec if ic  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  of th e s e  m a p s  
a re  th e n  ex am in ed  from  a  u se r  p e rsp e c tiv e . 
T he v a rio u s  fu n c tio n s  of m a p s  on  th e  W eb a re  
d is c u s s e d , in th e  c o n te x t of th e  te c h n ic a l 
b a c k g ro u n d  a n d  fu n d am en ta l u s e r  q u e s tio n s  
s u c h  a s  w h a t c a n  b e  d o n e  w ith ex isting  d a ta . 
W eb c a r to g ra p h y  a lso  p ro v id es  insigh t into 
th e  p a rticu la ritie s  of m u lti-d im ensiona l w eb  
m a p s . Typical c h a ra c te r is tic s  a re  ex p la in ed  
c learly  from  th e  p e rs p e c tiv e s  of s ta tic  view ing 
a n d  dy n am ic  view ing. For e a c h  c a te g o ry , 
d e s ig n  c o n s id e ra tio n s , b a s e d  on  c a r to g ra p h ic  
p rin c ip les , a re  d is c u s s e d . T o p ic s  a d d re s s e d  
in c lu d e  m ap  c o n te n ts , m ap  p h y s ic s , a n d  th e  
m ap  en v iro n m en t. T ech n ica l te rm s  a re  
ex p la in ed  w h e re  n e c e s s a ry . For sev e ra l 
tim e -se n s itiv e  to p ic s  s u c h  a s  traffic , w e a th e r  
an d  tourism , th e  s ta tu s  an d  fu tu re  of w eb 
m a p s  a re  d is c u s s e d . A tla se s  a n d  n a tiona l 
m ap p in g  a g e n c ie s  a re  a lso  c o v e red .
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