Web Cartography

THE WORLD WIDE WEB HAS RAPIDLY BECOME

A WIDESPREAD MEANS FOR THE PUBLICATION
OF GEOSPATIAL DATA. IT HAS EARNED THIS
POPULARITY SINCE IT IS VIRTUALLY PLATFORM
INDEPENDENT, CAN REACH MANY USERS AT
MINIMAL COST, AND IS EASY TO UPDATE. MORE
IMPORTANTLY, THE WEB MEETS THE INCREASING
DEMAND FOR CUSTOMISED GEOSPATIAL DATA
PRODUCTS. HOWEVER, THE VISUAL DISSEMINA
TION OF SPATIAL DATA ON THE WEB CREATES
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR MAP DESIGN, AND
INTRODUCES NEW CAPABILITIES AND PITFALLS
FOR INTERACTIVE MAP APPLICATIONS.

Web maps are first put into a broad context,
and specific characteristics of these maps
are then examined from a user perspective.
The various functions of maps on the Web are
discussed, inthe context of the technical
background and fundamental user questions
such as what can be done with existing data.
Web cartography also provides insight into
the particularities of multi-dimensional web
maps. Typical characteristics are explained
clearly from the perspectives of static viewing
and dynamic viewing. For each category,
design considerations, based on cartographic
principles, are discussed. Topics addressed
include map contents, map physics, and the
map environment. Technical terms are
explained where necessary. For several
time-sensitive topics such as traffic, weather
and tourism, the status and future of web
maps are discussed. Atlases and national
mapping agencies are also covered.
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