
C ontents

List of Figures and Tables x

Preface X1

Introduction 1

PART I: CLASSIC MODELS
1 Classical Democracy: Athens 13

Political ideals and aims 13
Institutional features 20
The exclusivity of ancient democracy 23
The critics 28

In sum: model I  34

2 The Development of Protective Democracy
For and against the state 1 36

The eclipse and re-emergence of homo politicus 36
From civic life to state power 43
Power and sovereignty 48
Citizenship and the constitutional state 51
Separation of powers 35
The problem of factions 61
Accountability and markets 66

In sum: model II  70

3 The Formation of Developmental Democracy
For and against the state 2 72

The republic and the general will 73
In sum: model Ilia 78



viii Contents

The public and the private 79
The centrality of liberty 85
The dangers of despotic power and an overgrown state 87
Representative government 92
The subordination of women 97
Competing conceptions of the ‘ends of government’ 100

In sum: model I  I  lb 102

4 Direct Democracy and the End of Politics 105
Class and class conflict 106
History and evolution and the development of capitalism 108 
Two theories of the state 113
The end of politics 121
Competing conceptions of Marxism 132

In sum: model IV  136

PAR TI I :  CONTEMPCRAR Y VARIANTS

5 Competitive Elitism and the Technocratic Vision 143
Classes, power and conflict 145
Bureaucracy, parliaments and nation-states 148
Competitive elitist democracy 154
Liberal democracy at the crossroads 160
The last vestige of democracy? 164
Democracy, capitalism and socialism 168
‘Classical’ v. modern democracy 170
A technocratic vision 178

In sum: model V 184

6 Pluralism, Corporate Capitalism and the State 186
Group politics, governments and power 188
Politics, consensus and the distribution of power 196
Democracy, corporate capitalism and the state 201

In sum: model VI 204
Accumulation, legitimation and the restricted

sphere of the political 205
The changing form of representative institutions 214

7 From Stability to Crisis? 221
A legitimate democratic order or a representative regime? 224 
Overloaded state or legitimation crisis? 229
Crisis theories: an assessment 236



Contents ix

8 The New Polarization of Democratic Ideals 243
Law, liberty and democracy 245

In sum: model VII 251
Participation, liberty and democracy 254

In sum: model VIII 262

PART III: CONCLUDING REFLECTIONS

9 What Should Democracy Mean Today? 267
The principle of autonomy 268
Enacting the principle 274
The heritage of classic and contemporary democratic

theory 277
Democracy: a double-sided process 283
Democratic autonomy: compatibilities and

incompatibilities 289
In sum: model IX  290

References 301

Index 313


