
Key Thinkers is the best encyclopaedic tool fo r  human geographers since the 
Dictionary o f Human Geography. It is hugely useful fo r  students who want an easy 
way to access the roots o f the major themes and debates in contemporary geography.

Stuart Aitken, San Diego State University

Key Thinkers on Space and Place is a unique guide to  the  life  and w ork o f those 
th inkers m ost responsible fo r the  current ‘spatial tu rn ’ in the  social sciences. 
H igh ligh ting  the  w ork o f 52 key th inkers it  provides a synoptic overview o f 
d iffe ren t ideas about the  role o f space and place in contem porary social, cultural, 
po litica l and economic life.

W ith  concise, un ifo rm  entries th roughou t, the  po rtra it o f each 
th inke r comprises:

• biographical in fo rm a tion  and theore tica l context
• an exp lication o f th e ir con tribu tion  to  spatia l th in k ing
• an overview  o f key advances and controversies
• b ib liographies o f prim ary and secondary lite ra tu re

As a prim er on the  spatial im ag ina tion , the  te x t illustra tes the  diverse ways tha t 
space and place can be theorized: from  hum anism  to  M arxism , fem in ism  to  post
structura lism , queer theory to  post-colonialism . The book w ill be an essential 
te x t not ju s t fo r geographers, bu t fo r all those interested in theories o f space and 
place, w he ther in sociology, urban studies, anthropology, or w om en ’s studies.
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