
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Foreword..................................................................................................... 7
1. Basic Parameters of the Topic................................................................... 10

1.1. Conceptual Framework of the Present S tudy........................................................................10
1.2. Characteristics of the Migrant Group: An Outline of Selected Preliminary Theses...........13
1.3. New Group A ttitudes..............................................................................................................17
1.4. Perspectives of Research.......................................................................................................18
1.5. Author’s Approach.................................................................................................................. 19
1.6. Placing the Topic in the Context of Migration in the C. R.................................................... 20
1.7. The Aim of the Present Study................................................................................................. 22

2. Following the Traces of the Migratory B ridge ............................................ 27
2.1. Characteristics of the Vietnamese Ethnic Group’s Migration in the Territory

of the Present-Day Czech Republic.........................................................................................27
2.2. Time Frame of the Vietnamese A rriva l.................................................................................. 31
2.3. Provisions Made for Foreign Workers and Students in Czechoslovakia before 1989 —  34
2.4. Genesis of the Czechoslovak Economic A id ..........................................................................36

2.4.1. The Latest Wave of Vietnamese Migration to the C. R.: Defining the Problem . . .  38
2.4.2. The Latest Migratory Wave in the Context of the Long-Term Migratory

Bridge from Vietnam to the C. R............................................................................... 40

3. Selected Problems of Adaptation of the Vietnamese in the Czech Republic
after 1990 ............................................................................................ 49
3.1. The Essence of the Vietnamese Presence in the Czech Republic...................................... 49
3.2. Preliminary Theses..................................................................................................................51
3.3. Adaptation as Inclination towards Family: Parallel Relationships and Families....................56
3.4. The Vietnamese in Local Communities: Empirical Survey.................................................. 62
3.5. The Vietnamese in Local Communities: Insight into Their Life............................................70

3.5.1. The Vietnamese from Bechyně: Socialist-Era Apprentices Turned
Businessmen after the Fall of Socialism..................................................................73

3.5.2. The Life of Former Apprentices Turned Businessmen in the Czech Local
Environment................................................................................................................78

3.7. The Outlines of Vietnamese Business in the Mirror of the Social Context in the C. R. . . .  87



4. The Vietnamese Dawning in the West of the Czech Borderland......................98
4.1. Conditions of Vietnamese Business Activities in the Areas along

the Czech-German B o rd e r........................................................................................................ 98
4.2. Formation of Vietnamese Communities in the Borderland................................................101

4.2.1. First Attempt at Setting up a Vietnamese Marketplace in Cheb............................ 104
4.2.2. Bazar Dragoun and its Founder.................................................................................105
4.2.3. The Dragoun Affair: Secondary Migration as Profitable Business........................108
4.2.4. The Cheb Experience....................................................................................................110

4.3. Winner of the Fight over Lipový Dvůr in A š ........................................................................ 113
4.3.1. The Village of Potůčky: The Chronic Settlement Complex.....................................116
4.3.2. Statistics regarding the German Shoppers in P otůčky......................................... 120
4.3.3. The Presence of the Vietnamese as Seen by the Successive Heads

of the Village C o un c il..................................................................................................121
4.3.4. Order and Behavioral Norms in the V illage............................................................. 127
4.3.5. Vietnamese Business -  Czech Employment O pportun ity.....................................130
4.3.6. Better Keep Away from Czechs.................................................................................. 133
4.3.7. Vietnamese Snack-Bars and Places of Entertainment............................................. 134
4.3.8. Vietnamese Football League.......................................................................................138

5. Holding on to One’s Own Culture in an Alien Territory: The Vietnamese
as a National M inority in the C. R. and as a Central European D iaspora....... 143
5.1. The Vietnamese Cultural Background.....................................................................................143
5.2. The Origins of Vietnamese Cultural Self-Reflection in Connection with Entertainment.. 147
5.3. Popular Vietnamese Conversation Topics as a Factor of Inner Integration......................150
5.4. Help Aimed at the Vietnamese in the C. R............................................................................ 153
5.5. Two Extreme Cases of Crisis in Communication between the Minority and the Majority... 157
5.6. Emergence of New Vietnamese Representation in the Czech Republic............................ 160
5.7. Organized Crime: Boundaries and Interconnections............................................................ 163
5.8. Central European Vietnamese Diaspora................................................................................164
5.9. Buddhism: From Low-Profile Initiative to a Possible Ideological Linchpin

of the Central European Vietnamese Diaspora..................................................................... 166
5.10. Vietnamese as a National Minority in the C. R.......................................................................175

Conclusion/Summary.................................................................................... 180
References...................................................................................................183
Internet Resources ...................................................................................... 187
In d e x .......................................................................................................... 190


