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‘Sachs’s ideas are dynamite. They call into 
question the whole phase of human activity 
which we are used to describing as 
“development” ... The Development Dictionary 
is powerful and persuasive. It is hard to 
imagine anyone emerging from it with their 
faith in the standard development model 
unshaken.’ -  NEW INTERNATIONALIST

‘Unique ... the book is a scream of pain from 
the receiving end of a process experienced as 
cultural genocide.’ -  GUARDIAN

'The Development Dictionary questions the whole 
basis for twentieth-century development through a 
series of brilliantly written essays by leading 
writers from around the world.’ -  RESURGENCE

‘A challenge to development professionals, an 
encouragement to those involved in grassroots 
initiatives and an eye-opener to students of 
contemporary development models.’

-  NATURE & RESOURCES

‘This book shatters the myths which have 
imprisoned minds in both the North and the 
South.’ -  THIRD WORLD RESURGENCE

‘ Immensely stimulating, written with verve and 
unity of purpose, it is to be thoroughly 
recommended to anyone interested in 
development or environmental issues.’

-  ENVIRONMENTAL VALUES

‘ If you want to know what’s wrong with 
Development as Usual, read The Development 
Dictionary.' -  WHY MAGAZINE

‘Short, pithy and well reasoned ... There is some
thing in each chapter to challenge, even assault, 
our dearest, most tightly held assumptions.’

-  BULLETIN OF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND SOCIETY
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