Metropolitanization and Political Change

Around the world, metropolitan areas are emerging as the predominant
form of human settlement. Processes like suburbanization, geopolitical
fragmentation and metropolitan segregation, once thought to be confined
to exceptions like the United States, have become facts of political and
social life throughout advanced industrial countries. These global transfor-
mations are also contributing to major shifts in political orientations, elec-
toral participation and governance. This book presents the first systematic
comparative analysis of these social, spatial and political shifts. Employing
a common analytical and methodological framework, the fifteen contribu-
tors examine variants of these changes underway in throughout North
America, Eastern and Western Europe, and beyond.
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