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“ Violent Geographies is essential to understanding how the politics of fear, terror, and violence 
in being largely hidden geographically can only be exposed in like manner. The ‘War on Terror’ 
finally receives the coolly critical analysis its ritual invocation has long required.”

— JOHN AGNEW, Professor of Geography, University of California. Los Angeles

“ Urgent, passionate, and deeply humane, Violent Geographies is uncomfortable but utterly 
compelling reading. An essential guide to a world splintered and wounded by fear and aggres
sion— this is geography at its most politically engaged, historically sensitive, and intellectually 
brave.”

— BEN HIGHMORE, author of Everyday Life and Cultural Theory

“This is what a ‘public geography’ should be all about: acute analysis of momentous issues 
of our time in an accessible language. Gregory and Pred have assembled a peerless group 
of critical geographers whose essays alter conventional understandings of terror, violence, 
and fear. No mere gazetteer, Violent Geographies shows how place, space, and landscape 
are central components of the real and imagined practices that constitute organised violence 
past and present. If you thought terror, violence, and fear were the professional preserve of 
security analysts and foreign affairs experts, this book w ill force you to think again.”

— NOEL C A S T R E E, School of Environment and Development, Manchester University

“A studied, passionate, and moving examination of the way in which the violent logics of 
the ‘War on Terror’ have so quickly shuttered and reorganized the spaces of this planet on 
its different scales. From the book emerges a critical new cartography that clearly charts 
an archipelago of a large multiplicity of ‘w ild ’ and ‘tamed’ places as well as ‘black holes’ within 
and between which we all struggle to live.”

— EYAL W E IZ M A N , Director, Centre for Research Architecture, Goldsmiths College

Violent Geographies is an incisive collection of essays that explores the complexity of political 

violence in diverse locations across five continents. In anatomizing the issues of terror, political 

violence, and the culture of fear that accompanies them, these arresting essays stand apart as they 

go far beyond 9/11, plumbing the historical pasts of places and regions to better understand the 

tumult of political violence that permeates the present. Ultimately, Violent Geographies reveals 

how the critical geographical imagination can illuminate the spaces through which terror, fear, and 
political violence are abroad in the world.

Derek Gregory is Distinguished University Scholar and Professor of Geography at the University of British 
Columbia at Vancouver. He is the author of the acclaimed The Colonial Present: Afghanistan, Palestine and Iraq.

Allan Pred is Professor in the Graduate School and member of the Department of Geography at the University 
of California, Berkeley. He is the author of numerous publications, including Even in Sweden: Racisms, Racialized 
Spaces and the Popular Geographical Imagination and Recognizing European Modernities: A Montage of the Pre— ‘

ISBN D-mS-^SlMT

an informa business 2 Park Square, M ilton Park
www.taylorandfrancisgroup.com Abingdon, Oxon 0X 14 4RN, UK

Cover design: Marjory Dressier | Cover image: ©  CORBIS | Printed in the U .S A

http://www.taylorandfrancisgroup.com


1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

1

7

37

55

77

93

111

133

153

175

205

237

255

273

v

Contents

Introduction
Derek Gregory and Allan Pred

Bare Life, Political Violence, and the Territorial Structure of Britain 
and Ireland 
Gerry Kearns

"An Unrecognizable Condition Has Arrived"
Anna ). Secor

Cosmopolitanism's Collateral Damage 
Eric N. Olund

Refuge or Refusal
lennifer Hyndman and Alison Mountz

Imperialism Imposed and Invited 
lim Classman

Spaces of Terror and Fear on Colombia's Pacific Coast
Ulrich Oslender

Fatal Transactions 
Philippe Le Billon

The Geography of Hindu Right-Wing Violence in India
Pupal Oza

Revolutionary Islam 
Michael Watts

Vanishing Points
Derek Gregory

Groom Lake and the Imperial Production of Nowhere
Trevor Paglen

Targeting the Inner Landscape 
Matthew Parish

Immaculate Warfare? The Spatial Politics of Extreme Violence 
Nigel Thrift



vi Violent Geographies

15 The Pentagon's New Imperial Cartography 
Simon Dalby

295

16 Demodernizing by Design 
Stephen Craham

309

17 The Terror City Hypothesis 
Mitchell Cray and Elvin Wyly

329

18 Banal Terrorism 
Cindi Katz

349

19 Situated Ignorance and State Terrorism 363
Allan Pred

Contributors

Index

385

387


