
C O N T E N T S

P age

INTRODUCTION .................................................................................. vii

CHAPTER I—THE CONSTITUTION OF CANADA
The Canadian Confederation ....................................................................  2
The British North America Acts ........................................................  3
Amendments to the British North America Act ...............................  4

CHAPTER II—HISTORY OF CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
IN  CANADA

Amending Power of the Parliament of Canada ...............................  8
Amending Power of the Provinces .................. .................................. 9
Residual Amending Power .......................................................................  Ю
Procedure Followed in the Past in Securing Amendments to the 
British North America Act .......................................................................  Ю

CHAPTER III—HISTORY OF EFFORTS TO FIND AMENDING 
FORMULA

The Dominion-Provincial Conference of 1927 ....................................... 18
Approval by the House of Commons of the Proposed Statute of 
Westminster—1931   13
Special Committee of the House of Commons—1935 Session .........  19
Dominion-Provincial Conference—1935
Continuing Committee on Constitutional Questions—1936 ............. 20
The Amendment to Section 91 by the British North America 
Act of 1949
The Constitutional Conference of 1950 .................................................  23
Constitutional Conference of 1960-61 .....................................................  26
Federal-Provincial Conferences
Conference of Attorneys-General—1964 .................................................  29



VI

P age

CHAPTER IV—THE AMENDING FORMULA EXPLAINED
General ......................................................................................................  32
Explanation of C lauses...........................................................................  34

CHAPTER V—THE AMENDING FORMULA: AN APPRAISAL
Stability Versus Flexibility ................................................................... 44
Centralization Versus Decentralization ................................................. 47
“Repatriation” of the Constitution ....................................................  50

APPENDICES

Consolidation of the British North America Acts—1867 to 1964 ___ 54
An Act to Provide for the Amendment in Canada of the Constitution 
of Canada—November 6, 1961 ...........................................................  106
An Act to Provide for the Amendment in Canada of the Constitution 
of Canada—October 30, 1964 ..............  110

Notes on Amendment Procedure Used in Some Other Federal States 122


