
CONTENTS

PREFACE 11

INTRODUCTION 13

A NOTE ON UNIVERSITIES IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC 16

1 /  THE PROFESSIONAL CAREER AND ITS DETERMINANTS 17

1.1 Personal Determinants of a Professional Career 19

1.2 Planning and Managing Professional Careers 24

2 /  THE PURPOSE AND ACTUALISATION OF THE STUDY 27

2.1 Research Methodology 27

2.1.1 Aims of the Study 27

2.1.2  The Study Participants 28

2.1.2.1  Men in the Study 29

2.1.2.2 Women in the Study 31

2.1.3  Research Method 34

2.1.4  Performing the Interview 34

2.1.5  Transcription 35

2.1.6  Data Analysis 36



3 /  DOCTORAL STUDIES OF THE STUDY PARTICIPANTS 39

3.1 Why did I Enrol in the Doctoral Programme? 41

3.1.1 A University's Motivation for Encouraging Enrolment
in a Doctoral Program m e 42

3.1.2 Family as a Source of Motivation for Enrolment
in a Doctoral Program m e 45

3.1.3 Conviction to Become a Student in a Doctoral Programme 47

3.2 I Am a Doctoral Student 48

3.2.1 Acquiring the Doctoral Student's Social Roles 49

3 .2 .1.1 The Student's Role 50

3.2.1.2 The Teacher's Role 52

3.2.1.3 The Researcher's Role 55

3 .2 .1.4 The University Employee's Role 58

3.2.1.5 The University Adm inistrator's  Role 60

3.2.2 A Key Person as a Researcher's Model 61

3.2.3 Integration into the Professional Community 63

3.3 Specifying the Dissertation Topic 65

3.4 Conditions for the Study 68

3.4.1 The Supervisor 68

3.4.2 University Rules 71

3.5 Finalising the Dissertation 73

3.5.1  Family Support 73

3.5.2 Support by the Supervisor and Colleagues 74

3.5.3 A PhD as a Job Prerequisite 75

4 /  AFTER COMPLETION OF DOCTORAL STUDIES 79

4.1 Occupational Adaptation 82

4.2 Social Identification 85

4.3 Adaptation to the University Culture 89



5 /  CAREER PLANS OF PhD GRADUATES 95

5.1 The Goal -  Associate Professorship 96

5.2 A teacher and a Researcher 99

6 /  CAREERS OF YOUNG UNIVERSITY TEACHERS
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC 105

6.1 Career Decisions Made by University Teachers 105

6.2 Trajectories in the Occupational and Professional Careers
of University Teachers 107

CONCLUSION 113

REFERENCES 117

FIGURES AND TABLES 124

AUTHOR INDEX 125

SUBJECT INDEX 129


