
Contents

1 Introduction: The End of Desertification?..........................................  1
Roy Behnke and Michael Mortimore

Part I Lessons from the Sahel

2 Desertification in the Sahel: Local Practice Meets Global
Narrative................................................................................................... 37
Camilla Toulmin and Karen Brock

3 Changing Paradigms for People-Centred Development
in the Sahel..............................................................................................  65
Michael Mortimore

4 Does Climate Change Lead to Conflicts in the Sahel?.....................  99
Tor A. Benjaminsen

5 The Map Is not the Territory: How Satellite Remote Sensing
and Ground Evidence Have Re-shaped the Image of Sahelian 
Desertification...........................................................................................  117
Stefanie M. Herrmann and Tene Kwetche Sop

6 Desertification, Adaptation and Resilience in the Sahel:
Lessons from Long Term Monitoring of Agro-ecosystems................ 147
Pierre Hiemaux, Cecile Dardel, Laurent Kergoat and Eric Mougin

7 Land and Natural Resource Governance: Development Issues
and Anti-Desertification Initiatives in Niger.......................................... 179
Yamba Boubacar

Part II Global Issues

8 Deserts and Drylands Before the Age of Desertification................... 203
Diana K. Davis

vii



9 Where Does Desertification Occur? Mapping Dryland
Degradation at Regional to Global Scales............................................ 225
Stephen D. Prince

10 40 Years of Climate Modeling: The Causes
of Late-20th Century Drought in the Sahel........................................  265
Alessandra Giannini

11 The Tragedy of the Common Narrative: Re-telling
Degradation in the American West.......................................................  293
Lynn Huntsinger

vili Contents

Part III Regional and Country Case Studies

12 Pastoral System Dynamics and Environmental Change 
on Ethiopia’s North-Central Borana Plateau—Influences
of Livestock Development and P olicy .................................................. 327
D. Layne Coppock

13 Humans Cause Deserts: Evidence of Irreversible Changes
in Argentinian Patagonia Rangelands.................................................. 363
Gabriel Oliva, Juan Gaitan and Daniela Ferrante

14 Interpreting Environmental Changes in the Southern
Bolivian Andes: Rural Responses and Political Actions...................  387
David Preston

15 Media Perceptions and Portrayals of Pastoralists in Kenya,
India and China........................................................................................ 407
Mike Shanahan

16 Much More than Simply “Desertification”: Understanding 
Agricultural Sustainability and Change in the Mediterranean . . . .  427 
Mark Mulligan, Sophia Burke and Andrew Ogilvie

17 Land Degradation in Central Asia: Evidence, Perception
and Policy.................................................................................................  451
Sarah Robinson

18 Rangeland Degradation Control in China: A Policy Review............ 491
Wenjun Li, Yanbo Li and Gongbuzeren

19 Taking Down the “Great Green Wall”: The Science and Policy
Discourse of Desertification and Its Control in China........................ 513
Hong Jiang

Part IV Overview

20 Desertification: Reflections on the Mirage
Mark Stafford Smith

539


