
YOUR OPPORTUNITY— Introduction 1-2
The two types of homes— how Cub Scouting helps make 
a finer home— the community service of den mothers 
and den leaders— the satisfactions of helping boys.

PART I—YOU AND YOUR DEN 3-20
1. WHAT CUB SCOUTING IS ALL ABOUT 4-9 

Purposes of Cub Scouting—its methods— age require
ment—den mother’s assistants in the den— organization 
of a pack—the stimulus of the advancement plan.

2. HOW THE DEN WORKS 10-15
The organization of a typical den—its leaders and their 
responsibilities— recommended size for a den.

3. THE DEN MEETING PLACE 16-20
The importance of a permanent meeting place—possi
bilities for meeting places in any home— furnishing the 
den—asking help from parents to fix up the meeting place.

PART II—YOUR DEN MEETING 21-104
4. HOW TO RUN IT 22-27

Importance of “bounce” from den meeting to home— 
length of the meeting— discipline in the den—controlling 
the boys with balanced program—getting attention.

5. A TYPICAL MEETING 28-41
Seven parts of the den meeting—what each part includes 
—starting the theme in the den— where ideas for activ
ities come from—outlines for a month’s den meetings.

6. CEREMONIES 42-53
Use of ceremonies and their importance in Cub Scouting 
—tips for planning den ceremonies— suggested cere
monies for opening, birthdays, new members, transfers 
to Webelos den, patriotism, advancement, and closing.

7. SONGS AND YELLS 54-63
Use of songs and yells to release boys’ energy—hints for 
song leaders—greeting songs, songs about Cub Scouting, 
fun songs, rounds, action songs, advancement and gradu
ation songs, patriotic songs, farewell songs, theme songs 
—how to compose yells—sample yells.



8. GAMES 64-79
Importance of games in den meetings—using den chief 
as games leader— six types of games— samples of play- 
ways, indoor games, homemade games, outdoor games, 
dual contests, and games related to themes.

9. HANDICRAFT 80-89
Purpose of handicraft in Cub Scouting— encouraging 
creative urge—tying craftwork to the monthly theme— 
finishing craft projects at home with fathers—competi
tion in crafts— how much to expect from a boy— neces
sary tools and materials—sources for ideas and plans.

10. STUNTS AND SKITS 90-97
Basing stunts and skits on the theme— preparing a skit 
— making it fun—the use of puppets—preparing a stunt 
— the simplicity of pantomime— sample stunts.

11. TRICKS AND PUZZLES 98-104
The value of tricks and puzzles at den meetings— sample 
tricks and puzzles—sources for tricks and puzzles.

PART HI— ON THE CUB SCOUT TRAIL 105-58
12. THE PACK MEETING 106-11

Purposes of the pack meeting—the time and place— 
parts of a pack meeting— activities during gathering 
period and main part of meeting— annual parents’ pack 
meeting— den mother’s part in the pack meeting.

13. YOUR PROGRAM— WHO PLANS IT 112-21
Three program planning meetings—den mother’s role 
in each—den leader coach as aid to planning for dens 
— the summer program for dens and pack—Cub Scout
ing in the outdoors— safe-swim plan.

14. THE OBJECTIVES OF CUB SCOUTING 122-27 
Equipping boys for a richer life— the ideals of Cub Scout
ing and how they become meaningful— the Cub Scout 
Promise, Law of the Pack, sign, handshake, motto, salute, 
living circle, code, and the word Webelos.

15. THE ADVANCEMENT PLAN 128-37
Purpose of the advancement plan—den mother’s part in 
making it work— Cub Scouting ranks tied to age of the 
boy— repeating electives— helping parents with Cub



Scout advancement— use of Cub Den Advancement 
Chart and den doodles to spur advancement.

16. YOUR DEN RECORDS AND FINANCES 138-47 
Den record forms explained and illustrated— financing 
the pack and den.

17. UNIFORMS AND INSIGNIA 148-58
How uniform helps make better Cub Scouts—meaning 
of the colors— when the uniform should not be worn— 
how den mother can promote wearing of the uniform— 
badges and other insignia—den mother’s uniform.

PART IV— WORKING WITH OTHERS 159-93
18. YOU AND YOUR DEN CHIEF 160-65

Why it is important to have a den chief—how much to 
expect from him— achieving a good working relation
ship— recognizing the den chief—dividing duties with 
him—recruiting a den chief—his length of service.

19. YOU AND THE DEN LEADER COACH 166-69
The reason for having a den leader coach—the coach’s 
chief duties— how the coach aids new den mothers—the 
coach as ideas source and confidante on den problems.

20. YOU AND THE PARENTS 170-77
The parents’ responsibilities in Cub Scouting—getting off 
on the right foot— how to get help from parents—ways 
they can help the den and pack—den parents’ meetings.

21. YOUR TRAINING OPPORTUNITY 178-82
The value of training—the four training sessions for den 
mothers— Cub Scout leaders’ annual pow wow—Den 
Leader’s Training Award.

PART V—DEN LEADER’S LORE 183-93
22. HISTORY OF CUB SCOUTING 184-89

Cub Scouting’s roots in book by Baden-Powell— un
known Scout’s Good Turn to William D. Boyce in 1910 
—Cub Scouting’s beginnings in the United States.

23. HELPS FOR YOU 190-93
Listing of books, pamphlets, magazines, and forms useful 
to den mothers.


