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The efficacy and safely of pemetrexed treatment was evaluated in elderly patients with nonsquamous advanced non-small-cell lung 
cancer and a performance status of 0-1. Data from 2 large randomized studies were retrospectively analyzed for patients aged 
< 6 5  years, а  65  years and <  7 0  years, s  7 0  years. Safety and efficacy were similar between older and younger groups.
Pemetrexed (first-line treatment combined with cisplatin or as maintenance therapy) is a viable treatment option for these patients.
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W e  conducted clinical trials to evaluate the safety and efficacy of vinorelbine and carboplafin for patients aged & 7 5  years and with 
advanced non-small-cell lung cancer. The use of 20  m g/m 2 vinorelbine on days Ì and 8 followed by carboplatin with an area under 
the curve of 4  m g /m l/m in  on day 1 every 4  weeks was warranted for such patients.
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Little clinical data are available regarding toxicity from high-dose proton therapy with chemotherapy in stage III non-small-cell lung 
cancer. The present study evaluates the early experience with this treatment regimen at the University of Florida Proton Therapy Institute in 
patients with regionally advanced non-small-cell lung cancer. Toxicity and local control rates were encouraging, and further investigation 
with proton therapy is warranted in these patients.
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Primary pulmonary lymphoepithelioma-like carcinoma is a very rare subtype of non-small-cell lung cancer. This retrospective study enrolled 21 patients 
and aimed to evaluate the long-term response under multimodality treatment. Primary pulmonary lymphoepithelioma-like carcinoma had a better 
prognosis compared with other non-small-cell lung cancers. Accurate pathologic diagnosis is recommended before cancer treatment.
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No specific data are available concerning diagnostic and treatment delays and initial symptoms for elderly patients with lung cancer. W e 
reviewed 193 patients (92 patients s  70  years old) with lung cancer. Unexpectedly, despite more comorbidities in the elderly patients, no 
difference was observed concerning diagnostic and treatment delays compared with younger patients, and the initial symptoms were equivalent.
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W e compared 3 polymerase chain reaction (PCR) methods (mutant-enriched PCR, peptide nucleic acid-locked nucleic acid [PNA-LNA] 
PCR, and PCR clamp) to detect EGFR mutations in 5 0  patients with advanced non-small-cell lung cancer (NSCLC). Seventeen were 
harboring EGFR mutations, 5 of whom showed discrepancies between the results of different PCR methods. All 5 responded to gefitinib, 
which we consider to suggest that the discrepancies were false negatives.
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Nuclear Y-box binding protein 1 (YB-1) expression significantly correlated with positive lung resistance-related protein (LRP) and epidermal 
growth factor receptor (EGFR) expression. Tumors positive for nuclear YB-1 and LRP had a significantly worse prognosis, and those positive for 
nuclear YB-1 and EGFR had a significantly worse prognosis as well. Downregulation of YB-1 with small interfering RNA demonstrated an 
association of these factors in vitro. Thus, YB-1, LRP, and EGFR expression are of prognostic significance in non-small-cell lung cancer.
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The insulin-like growth factor (IGF) pathway plays an important role in tumor progression. W e examined immunohistochemical expression of both 
IGF receptor-1 (IGF-1R) and IGF binding protein 3 in 68 patients with advanced non-small-cell lung cancer and found that IGF-1R expression 
was significantly more frequent in squamous cell carcinoma ( 100%) than in adenocarcinoma (44%) (P <  .001 ). IGF-1 R antibody may be useful 
in the pathologic diagnosis in non-small-cell lung cancer.
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