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Covered in the Journal
This month in the Journal, Lester et al (p. 310) examine the emotional and 
behavioral effects of parental combat deployment on the children of active duty 
military service personnel. The cover image depicts the separation of families, 
both physically and emotionally, when a parent is away serving in the armed 
forces. Against a background of military camouflage, the silhouetted figures in 
the lower left represent the families of deployed military service members. 
Splashes of muddy brown reflect the emotional turbidity of the divided family: 
military parents at war, civilian parents and their children at home. As the U.S. 
engages in two wars, in Afghanistan and Iraq, studies such as this encourage 
increased awareness about the psychological impact on children of their 
parents' deployment, and fuel efforts to design and implement prevention and 
intervention strategies to foster the mental health of children and families whose 
parents are stationed around the wU
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