
CONTENTS

Introduction 1

PART I TOWARDS A NEW PARADIGM 5

Introduction 7

1 Violence and Conflict 9
The Experience of the Workers’ Movement 11
The End of the Cold War 17
Limited Conflicts 20
Against Georges Sorel - With Frantz Fanon 21
Conclusion 24

2 Violence and the State 27
Does the State Lie at the Heart of the Problem? 27
The Great Disorder 28
Taking State Power and Creating States 31
From Political Violence to Infra- and Metapolitical Violence 34
The Violence of the Individual 38
Intellectuals and Violence 41
On a Famous Remark by Max Weber 42

3 The Emergence of Victims 49
Birth of the Victim 50
Violence as a Negation of the Subject 59

4 Violence and the Media 67
Terrorism and the Media 68
The Objectivity and Subjectivity of Violence 72
The Violence of Images 7 5

Conclusion: The Limitations of Classical Sociology 88
Expressivity and Instrumentality 88
What Traditional Approaches Fail to Take into Account 92



PART II THE MARK OF THE SUBJECT 

Introduction

97

5 Violence, Loss of Meaning, and Excess Meaning 
Loss or Meaning
A Plethora of Meaning 
Self-Destruction

6 The Non-Meaning Hypothesis

7 Cruelty
Excess, Jouissance, and Madness 
Jouissance
The Functionality of Cruelty 
The Importance of the Situation

8 The Mark of the Subject
The Notion of the Subject 
Violence and the Subject 
Five Figures of the Subject 
Foundational Violence

Conclusion
A Major Dilemma 
Good and Evil

Bibliography

Index

99

101
102
108
110

114

125
125
129
130 
135

144
145 
147 
149 
159

165
165
166

171

181

CONTENTS vi


