
C O N T E N T S

BOOK I
Containing as much of the birth of the foundling as is necessary or 
proper to acquaint the reader with in the beginning of this history

i The introduction to the work, or bill o f  fare to the feast 7

n A  short description o f  squire Allworthy, and a fu lle r
account o f  M iss Bridget Allworthy, his sister 9

in A n  odd accident which befel M r  A llw orthy a t his return  
home. The decent behaviour o f  M rs  Deborah W ilkins, 
w ith  some proper animadversions on bastards 10

IV The reader's neck brought into danger by a  description; his
escape; and the great condescension o f  M iss B udget A llw orthy  13 

v  Containing a fe w  common matters, w ith  a  very uncommon
observation upon them  15

v í M rs  Deborah is introduced into the parish w ith  a simile.
A  short account o f  Jenny  Jones, w ith  the difftculnes and  
discouragements which m ay attend young women in  the 
pursuit o f  learning 16

v ìi Containing such grave m atter, tha t the reader cannot laugh 
once through the whole chapter, unless peradventure he 
should laugh a t the author 20

v in  A  dialogue between M esdames Bridget and  Deborah; containing
more amusement, but less instruction, than the fo rm er  23

ix  Containing m atters which w ill surprise the reader 2 5
x  The hospitality o f  Allworthy; w ith  a  sh o n  sketch o f  the

characters o f  two brothers, a doctor and a captain,
who were entertained by tha t gentleman 2 7

XI Containing m any rules, and  some examples, concerning
fa llin g  in  love: descriptions o f  beauty, and  other more 
prudential inducements to m atrim ony 30

XII Containing w ha t the reader may, perhaps, expect to f in d  in i t  3 3
XIII Which concludes the f ir s t  book; w ith  an instance o f  ingratitude,

which, we hope, w ill appear unnatural 36



BOOK II
Containing scenes of matrimonial felicity in different degrees of
life; and various other transactions during the first two years 
after the marriage between Captain Blifil and Miss Bridget 
Allworthy

i Showing w hat k ind  o f  a history this is; w hat i t  is like, and
w hat i t  is not like 39

i i Religions cautions against showing too much fa vo u r  to bastards;
and a great discovery made by M rs  Deborah W ilkins 40

in The description o f  a domestic government founded upon rules
directly contrary to those o f  Aristotle 42

IV Containing one o f  the most bloody battles, or rather duels,
that were ever recorded in domestic history 45

v Containing much m atter to exercise the judgem ent and
reflection o f  the reader 49

vi The trial o f  Partridge, the schoolmaster, fo r  incontinency; the
evidence o f  his wife; a short reflection on the wisdom o f
our law; w ith  other grave matters, which those w ill like
best who understand them most 5 3

v ii A  short sketch o f  tha t felicity which prudent couples may
extract fro m  hatred: w ith a short apology f i r  those people 
who overlook imperfections in their friends 58

vin A  receipt to regain the lost affections o f  a wife, which hath never
been known to fa i l  in the most desperate cases 61

ix A  proof o f  the infallibility o f  the foregoing receipt, in  the
lamentations o f  the widow; w ith  other suitable decorations o f  
death, such as physicians, etc., and an epitaph in  the true stile 63

BOOK III
Containing the most memorable transactions which passed in 
the family of Mr Allworthy, from the time when Tommy Jones 
arrived at the age of fourteen, till he attained the age of 
nineteen. In this book the reader may pick up some hints 
concerning the education of children

i Containing little or nothing 67
и The heroe o f  this great history appears w ith vety  bad omens.

A  little tale o f  so low a k ind  that some m ay th ink i t  not worth 
their notice. A  word or two concerning a squire, and  more 
relating to a gamekeeper and a schoolmaster 68

in The character o f  M r  Square the philosopher, and o f
M r  Thwackum  the divine; w ith  a dispute concerning -  73

IV Containing a necessary apology fo r  the author; and a childish



incident, which perhaps requires an apology likewise 75
v The opinions o f  the divine and the philosopher concerning

the two boys; w ith  some reasons fa r  their opinions, and other 
m atters 77

vi Containing a better reason still fa r  the before-mentioned
opinions 81

v ii In  which the author h im self makes his appearance on the stage 84 
vín A  childish incident, in  which, however, is seen a good-natured

disposition in Tom  Jones 85
ix Containing an incident o f  a more heinous kind, w ith  the

comments o fT hw ackum  and Square 87
x In  which M aster B lifil and Jones appear in  different lights 89

BOOK IV
Containing the time of year

i Containing fiv e  pages o f  paper 93
и A  short h in t o f  w hat we can do in the sublime, and  a

description o f  M iss Sophia Western 95
in W herein the history goes back to commemorate a  trifling  

incident tha t happened some years since; but which, 
trifling  as i t  was, has some fu tu re  consequences 98

IV Containing such very deep and grave matters, tha t some
readers, perhaps, m ay not relish 100

v Containing m atter accommodated to every taste 102
vi A n  apology fa r  the insensibility o fM r  Jones to a ll the

charms o f  the lovely Sophia; in  which possibly we may,
in a considerable degree, lower his character in the
estimation o f  those m en o f  w it and gallantry who
approve the heroes in most o f  our m odem  comedies 107

v ii Being the shortest in  this book n o

vín A  battle sung by the muse in  the Homerican stile, and
which none but the classical reader can taste i n

ix Containing ?natter o f  no very peaceable colour 115
x A  story told by M r  Supple, the curate. The penetration o f

Squire Western. H is great love fa r  his daughter and the 
return to i t  made by her 118

XI The narrow escape ofM olly Seagrim, w ith  some observations fa r  
which we have been farced to dive pretty deep into nature 121

XU Containing much clearer matters; but which flowed fro m  the
same founta in  w ith those in the preceding chapter 125

XIII A  dreadful accident which befel Sophia. The gallant behaviour 
o f  Jones, and the more dreadful consequence o f  tha t behaviour



to the young lady; w ith  a short digression in fa vo u r  o f  the 
fem ale sex 127

XIV The arrival o f  a surgeon. -  H is operations, and a long
dialogue between Sophia and her m aid  130

BOOK У
Containing a portion of time somewhat longer than half a year

i O f  the serious in writing, and  f i r  w hat purpose it  is
introduced 135

u In  which M r  Jones receives m any friendly visits during his 
confinement; w ith  some fin e  touches o f  the passion o f  love, 
scarce visible to the naked eye 138

in W hich all who have no heart w ill th ink to contain much
ado about nothing  142

IV A  little chapter, in  which is contained a little incident 144
v A  very long chapter, containing a very great incident 146

vi By comparing which w ith  the form er, the reader m ay possibly
correct some abuse which he hath form erly been guilty
o f  in the application o f  the word love 152

vii In  which M r  A llw orthy appears on a sick-bed 157
vin Containing m atter  rather natural than pleasing 161

ix Which am ong other things, m ay serve as a comment on
tha t saying o f  Aeschines, tha t drunkenness shows the
m ind  o f  a  m an, as a m irrour reflects his person ’ 165

x Showing the tru th  o f  m any observations o f  Ovid, and  o f  other
more grave writers, who have proved beyond contradiction, 
tha t w ine is often the forerunner o f  incontinency 169

Xi In  which a simile in  M r  Pope's period o f  a m ile introduces 
as bloody a battle as can possibly be fough t w ithout the 
assistance o f  steel or cold iron 171

XU In  which is seen a more m oving spectacle than a ll the blood 
in  the bodies o fT hw ackum  and Blifil, and o f  twenty other 
such, is capable o f  producing 174

BOOK VI
Containing about three weeks

I O f  love 179
ii The character o f  M rs  Western. H er great learning and

knowledge o f  the world, and  an instance o f  the deep 
penetration which she derived fro m  those advantages 181

hi Containing two defiances to the critics 186



IV C ontaining sundry curious m atters 18 9

v In  which is related w h a t passed between Sophia and  her a u n t 191
vi Containing a dialogue between Sophia and M rs  Honour,

which m ay a  little relieve those tender affections which 
the foregoing scene m ay have raised in  the m in d  o f  a 
good-natured reader 1 9 4

v ii A  picture o f  fo rm a l courtship in  m iniature, as i t  always
ought to be drawn, a n d  a scene o f  a  tenderer k ind  
pain ted  a t f u l l  length 197

v i n  The m eeting between Jones a n d  Sophia 2 0 0

ix  Being o fa  m uch more tempestuous k in d  than the fo rm er  202

x In  which M r  W estern visits M r  A llw orthy  205 
XI A  short chapter; bu t which contains su ffiden t m a tter  to

affect the good-natured reader 2 0 9

Xu C ontaining love-letters, etc. 211
Xi« The behaviour o f  Sophia on the present occasion; which

none o f  her sex w ill blame, who are capable o f  behaving  
in  the same m anner. A n d  the discussion o f  a knotty  
po in t in  the court o f  consdence 2 1 4

XIV A  short chapter, containing a  short dialogue between
Squire W estern and  his sister 217

BOOK V II
Containing about three days

i A  comparison between the world and  the stage 2 1 9

i i  C ontaining a conversation which M r  Jones had w ith  h im se lf 222

i n  C ontaining several dialogues 2 2 4

IV A  picture o f  a  country gentlewoman taken fro m  the life 2 2 8

v  The generous behaviour o f  Sophia towards her a u n t 2 3 0

v í  C ontaining great variety o f  m a tter  232

v ii  A  strange resolution o f  Sophia 236
v in  Containing scenes o f  altercation, o f  no very uncommon k in d  2 4 0

ix The wise demeanour o fM r  W estern in the character o f  a
magistrate. A  h in t to justices o f  peace, concerning the 
necessary qualifications o f  a clerk; w ith  extraordinary 
instances o fpaternal madness and  fil ia l affection 243

x  C ontaining several matters, na tura l enough, perhaps, but low 2 4 6

XI The adventure o f  a  company o f  soldiers 2 5 0

Xu The adventure o f  a  company o f  officers 253
XIII Containing the great address o f  the landlady, the great

learning o f  a surgeon, and  the solid skill in  casuistry
o f  the worthy lieutenant 2 5 9



XIV A  most dreadful chapter indeed; and which fe w  readers ought
to venture upon in  an evening, especially when alone 263

XV The conclusion o f  the foregoing adventure 268

BOOK VIII 
Containing about two days

i A  wonderful long chapter concerning the marvellous; being
much the longest o f  a ll our introductory chapters 2 73

и In  which the landlady pays a visit to M r  Jones 2 78
in In  which the surgeon makes his second appearance 281
IV In  which is introduced one o f  the pleasantest barbers that 

was ever recorded in  history, the barber o f  Bagdad, or 
he in Don Quixote, not excepted 283

v A  dialogue between M r  Jones and the barber 286
vi In  which more o f  the talents o f  M r  Benjamin w ill appear,

as well as who this extraordinary person was 2 89
v ii Containing better reasons than any which have y e t appeared

fo r  the conduct o f  Partridge; an apology fo r  the weakness o f  
Jones; and some fa r th er  anecdotes concerning m y landlady 292 

vin Jones arrives a t Gloucester, and goes to the Bell; the character 
o f  tha t house, and o f  a petty-fogger which he there 
meets w ith  295

ix Containing several dialogues between Jones and Partridge,
concerning love, cold, hunger, and other matters; w ith  
the lucky and narrow escape o f  Partridge, as he was on 
the very brink o f  m aking a  fa ta l discovery to his fr ien d  2 99

x In  which our travellers meet w ith  a very extraordinary
adventure 303

XI In  which the M a n  o f  the H ill begins to relate his history 309
XII In  which the M a n  o f  the H ill continues his history 316

XIII In  which the foregoing story is fa r th er  continued 321
xrv In  which the M a n  o f  the H ill concludes his history 3 26
XV A  brie f history ofEurope; and a curious discourse between

M r  Jones and the M a n  o f  the H ill 331

BOOK IX
Containing twelve hours

i O f  those who lawfully may, and o f  those who m ay not, write
such histories as this 337

и Containing a very surprising adventure indeed, which
M r  Jones m e t w ith  in his walk w ith the M a n  o f  the H ill 341



The arriva l o f  M r  Jones w ith  his lady a t the inn; w ith  a 
very fu l l  description o f  the battle o f  Upton 344

In which the arriva l o f  a m an  o f  w ar pu ts a f in a l end to 
hostilities, and  causes the conclusion o f  a f ir m  and lasting 
peace between all parties 348

A n  apology fo r  all heroes who have good stomachs, w ith  a 
description o f  a battle o f  the amorous k ing  352

A  friendly conversation in the kitchen, which had a very 
common, though not very friendly, conclusion 355

Containing a fu lle r  account o f  M rs  Waters, and  by w hat 
means she came into tha t distressful situation fro m  which 
she was rescued by Jones 359

BOOK X
In which the history goes forward about twelve hours

Containing instructions very necessary to be perused by 
m odem  critics 363

Containing the arriva l o f  an Irish gentlemen, w ith  very 
extraordinary adventures which ensued a t the inn  365

A  dialogue between the landlady and Susan the chambermaid, 
proper to be read by all inn-keepers and their servants; 
w ith the a n iva l, and  affable behaviour o f  a  beautiful 
young lady; which m ay teach persons o f  condition how 
they m ay acquire the love o f  the whole world 369

Containing infallible nostrums fo r  procuring universal 
disesteem and hatred 373

Showing who the amiable lady, and her unamiable m aid  
were 376

Containing, am ong other things, the ingenuity o f  Partridge, 
the madness o fjm e s , and  the folly o f  Fitzpatrick 3 79

In  which are concluded the adventures tha t happened a t the 
inn a t Upton 383

In  which the history goes backwards 3 86
The escape o f  Sophia 389

BOOK XI
Containing about three days

A  crust fo r  the critics 395
The adventures which Sophia m et w ith  a fter her leaving  

Upton 398
A  very short chapter, in  which however, is a sun, a  moon, a 

star, and  an angel 404



tv The history o f  M rs  Fitzpatrick 406
v In  which the history o f  M rs  Fitzpatrick is continued 410

vi In  which the mistake o f  the landlord throws Sophia into a
dreadful consternation 414

vii In  which M rs  Fitzpatrick concludes her history 416
vin A  dreadful alarm in the inn, w ith  the arrival o f  an unexpected

fr ien d  o f  M rs  Fitzpatrick 42 2
ix The m orning introduced in some pretty writing. A  stage-coach.

The civility o f  chambermaids. The heroic temper o f  Sophia.
H er  generosity. The return to it. The departure o f  the 
company, and their arrival a t  London; w ith some 
remarks fo r  the use o f  travellers 42 7

x C m tain ing  a h in t or two concerning virtue, and a fe w  more
concerning suspicion 431

BOOK XII
Containing the same individual time with the former

i Showing w hat is to he deemed plagiarism in a m odem  author,
and w hat is to be considered as law ful p rize  43 5

и In  which, though the squire doth not f in d  his daughter,
something is fo u n d  which puts an end to his pursuit 43 7

in The departure o f  Jones fro m  Upton, w ith  w hat passed
between him  and Partridge on the road 440

IV The adventure o f  a beggar-man 444
v Containing more adventures which M r  Jones and his

companion m et on the road 447
vi From which i t  m ay be inferred tha t the best things are

liable to be misunderstood and misinterpreted 450
vii Containing a rem ark or two o f  our own, and m any more

o f  the good company assembled in  the kitchen 45 2
vin In  which fortune seems to have been in  a better hum our

w ith  Jones than we have hitherto seen her 45 7
ix Containing little more than a fe w  observations 460
x In  which M r  Jones and M r  Dowling drink a bottle together 463

XI The disasters which befel Jones on his departure fo r  Coventry;
w ith  the sage remarks o f  Partridge 467

Xu Relates tha t M r  Jones continued his journey, contrary to the
advice o f  Partridge, w ith  w ha t happened on tha t occasion 469 

XIII A  dialogue between Jones and Partridge 475
xrv W h a t happened to M r  Jones on his journey fro m  S t  Albans 479



BOOK XIII
Containing the space of twelve days

i A n  invocation 483
i i W hat hefel M r  Jones on his arrival in London 485

in A  project o f  M rs  Fitzpatrick, and her visit to Lady Bellaston 489
IV Which consists o f  visiting 492
v A n  adventure which happened to M r  Jones a t his lodgings,

w ith  some account o f  a young gentleman who lodged there, 
and o f  the mistress o f  the house, and her two daughters 494

ví W hat arrived while the company were a t breakfast, w ith
some hints concerning the government o f  daughters 498

v ii  Containing the whole humours o f  a masquerade 503
vin Containing a scene o f  distress, which w ill appear very

extraordinary to most o f  our readers 507
ix W hich treats o f  m atters o f  a very different kind  fro m  those

in the preceding chapter 510
x A  chapter which, though short, may draw tears from

some eyes 513
XI In  which the reader w ill be surprised 515

XU In  which the thirteenth book is concluded 520

BOOK XIV 
Containing two days

i A n  essay to prove tha t an author w ill w riter the better fa r
having some knowledge o f  the subject on which he writes 523 

n Containing letters and other matters which attend amours 526
m Containing various m atters 530
IV Which we hope w ill be very attentively perused by young

people o f  both sexes 533
v A  short account o f  the history o f  M rs  M iller 536

ví Containing a scene which we doubt not w ill affect all our
readers 539

vìi The interview between M r  Jones and M r  Nightingale 543
vin W hat passed between Jones and old M r  Nightingale; w ith the

arrival o fa  person not y e t mentioned in  this history 547
ix Containing strange m atters 552
x A  short chapter, which concludes the book 555



BOOK XV
In which the history advances about two days

i Too short to need a preface 557
и In  which is opened a  very black design against Sophia 558

in A  fu r th e r  explanation o f  the faregoing design 561
IV By which i t  w ill appear how dangerous an advocate a  lady

is when she applies her eloquence to an ill purpose 565
v Containing some m atters which m ay affect, and others

which m ay surprise, the reader 566
ví By w ha t means the Squire came to discover his daughter 571

v ii  In  which various misfortunes befel poor Jones 575
vín Short and  sweet 580

ix Containing love letters o f  several sorts 582
x Consisting partly o f  facts, and partly o f  observations upon

them  587
XI Containing curious, bu t not unprecedented Tnatter 590

XII A  discovery madle by Partridge 592

BOOK XVI
Containing the space of five days

i O f  prologues 595
i i  A  whitnsical adventure which befel the Squire, w ith  the

distressed situation o f  Sophia 596
in W h a t happened to Sophia during  her confinement 602
IV In  which Sophia is delivered fro m  her confinement 605
v In  which Jones receives a  letter fro m  Sophia, and  goes to a

play w ith  M rs  M iller  and  Partridge 608
vi In  which the history is obliged to look back 614

v ii In  which M r  W estern pays a  visit to his sister, in  company
w ith  M r  B lifil 616

vin Schemes o f  Lady Bellaston fa r  the ru in  o f  Jones 618
ix In  which Jones pays a  visit to M rs  F itzpatrick 621
x The consequence o f  the preceding visit 62 5

BOOK XVII 
Containing three days

i Containing a portion o f  introductory w riting  629
и The generous and  gratefu l behaviour o f  M rs  M iller  630

in The arriva l o f  M r  Western, w ith  some m atters concerning the
paternal authority 633



IV A n  extraordinary scene between Sophia and  her aun t 63 8
v M rs M iller  and M r  Nightingale visit Jones in the prison 642

vi In  which M rs  M iller  pays a  visit to Sophia 644
v ii A  pathetic scene between M r  Attworthy and  M rs  M iller  647

vin Containing various m atters 649
ix W h a t happened to M r  Jones in the prison 654

BOOK XVIII 
Containing about six days

i A  farew ell to the reader 659
n Containing a very tragical incident 660

in Attw orthy visits old Nightingale; w ith  a strange discovery that
he made on tha t occasion 664

IV Containing two letters in very different styles 667
v In  which the history is continued 670

vi In  which the history is fa r th e r  continued 675
v ii Continuation o f  the history 678

vin F urther continuation 681
ix A  fu r th e r  continuation 688
x W herein the history begins to draw towards a conclusion 693

XI The history draws nearer to a  conclusion 697
XU Approaching still nearer to the end 702
the last In  which the history is concluded 707

GLOSSARY 712

NOTES TO THE TEXT 7 1 4


