
Contents

Acknowledgments ix
List of abbreviations xi

Old and Middle English
Kent and the Low Countries : some linguistic evidence 3
M. L. SAMUELS

A dialect word in some West Midland manuscripts of the
Prick of Conscience 20
MARGARET G. DAREAU AND ANGUS MCINTOSH

Early Modern English
Not wreton with penne and ynke
Problems of selection facing the first English printer 29
BRIDGET CUSACK

The grammar of jealousy:
A note on the character of Leontes 55
J. P. THORNE

Modern English
Some proposals concerning the modal verb in English 69
JOHN ANDERSON

This familiar regressive series
Aspects of style in the novels of Kingsley Amis 121
NORMAN MACLEOD



Vlil CONTENTS

Phonetics
Some functions of silent stress 147
DAVID ABERCROMBIE

Scots
The Dutch element in the vocabulary of Scots 159
DAVID MURISON

Variation and variety in written Middle Scots 177
A. J. AITKEN

Early spellings and Scottish place-names 210
W. F. H. NICOLAISEN

The case for early Scottish literature 234
JOHN MACQUEEN


