
Contents
“troducing the Fish 5

-3w Fish Live 6

-ere Fish Live 17

Using this Book 25

•ley to Marine and
Estuarine Fish 27

-3Y. less Fishes
5-perclass Agnatha) 36

. ev. ed Fishes
5-perel ass Gnathostomata) 38

Ear aginous Fishes (Class 
Oiondrichthyes) 38

5“edcs and Rays (Subclass 
E asmobranchii) 39

S~ar<s (Selachimorphs) 39

Sand Sharks (Odontaspidae) 40

“■^esher Sharks (Alopiidae) 40

Basking Sharks (Cetorhinidae) 42

Vackerel Sharks (Lamnidae) 42

Batsharks (Scyliorhinidae) 46

Snooth Dogfishes (Triakidae) 46

Requiem Sharks (Carcharinidae) 48

-ammerheads (Sphyrnidae) 50

Dogfish Sharks (Squalidae) 50

Angel Sharks (Squatinidae) 54

^ays (Rajiforms) 54

Sawfishes and Guitarfishes 54

E ectric Rays (Torpedinidae) 56

S<ates and Rays (Rajidae) 56

Stingrays (Dasyatidae) 64

Butterfly Rays (Gymnuridae) 66

Eagle Rays (Myliobatidae) 66

Devil Rays (Mobulidae) 68

Rabbit-fishes
Subclass Holocephali) 68

Bony Fishes 70

Sturgeons (Acipenseridae) 70

Teleosts (Infraclass Teleostei) 74

Tarpons to Eels
(Superorder Elopomorpha) 74

Eels (Order Anguilliformes) 74

Herring-like Fishes
(Superorder Clupeomorpha) 82

Pikes (Order Esociformes) 86

Salmons (Order Salmoniformes) 88 

Whitefish 96

Carps to Catfishes
(Superorder Ostariophysi) 100

Carps (Cyprinidae) 100

Loaches (Cobitidae) 118

Catfishes (Order Siluriformes) 120

Stomiiforms
(Superorder Stenopterygii) 122

Lizardfishes and Lanternfishes 
(Superorder Scopelomorpha) 124

Superorder Paracanthopterygii,
Cod-like Fishes (Order Gadiformes) 126

Cods (Gadidae) 126

Hakes and Hakelings 134

Grenadiers (Macruroidei) 135

Cuskeels, Pearlfishes and
Eelpouts (Order Ophidiiformes) 136

Toadfishes
(Order Batrachoidiformes) 136

Anglerfishes (Order Lophiiformes) 138

Deepsea Anglerfishes
(Order Lophiiformes: Ceratioidei) 138

Order Beloniformes 140

Flying Fishes (Exocoetidae) 140

Halfbeaks (Hemiramphidae) 142

Needlefishes (Belonidae) 142

Sauries (Scomberesocidae) 142

Toothcarps
(Order Cyprinodontiformes) 144

Livebearers (Poeciliidae) 144



Order Atheriniformes 145

Silversides (Atherinidae) 145

Opahs to Oarfish
(Order Lampriformes) 146

Order Beryciformes 148

Dories and Boarfishes
(Order Zeiformes) 150

Pipefishes and Relatives
(Order Syngnathiformes) 150

Pipefishes and Seahorses 
(Syngnathidae) 152

Sticklebacks
(Order Gasterosteiformes) 156

Mailcheeks
(Order Scorpaeniformes) 158

Scorpionfishes (Scorpaenidae) 158

Gurnards (Triglidae) 160

Flying Gurnards (Dactylopteridae) 162

Bullheads (Cottidae) 164

Poachers (Agonidae) 166

Lumpfish and Snailfishes 
(Cyclopteridae) 168

Perch-like Fishes
(Order Perciformes) 170

Basses (Moronidae) 170

Groupers and Seaperches 
(Serranidae) 171

Grunts (Haemulidae) and 
Perch-like Families 176

Perches (Percidae) 178

Sunfishes (Centrarchidae) 182

Sharksuckers (Echeneidae) 184

Jacks (Carangidae) 184

Pomfrets to Butterfishes
(Pelagic Families) 190

Seabreams (Sparidae) 194

Menolas (Centracanthidae)
and Related Families 200

Drums (Sciaenidae) 202

Butterflyfishes (Chaetodontidae) 
and Damselfishes (Pomacentridae) 202

Barracudas (Sphyraenidae) 204

Red Mullets (Mullidae) and 
Bandfish (Cepolidae) 204

Grey Mullets (Mugilidae) 206

Wrasses (Labridae) 208

Parrot Fishes to Pony Fishes 
(Tropical Families) 216

Weevers (Trachinidae) 218

Blenny-like Fishes
(Suborder Blennioidei) 220

Blennies (Blenniidae) 221

Wolf-fishes (Anarhichadidae) 230

Sandeels (Ammodytidae) 230

Gobies (Gobiidae) 232

Dragonets (Suborder 
Callionymoidei: Callionymidae) 246

Clingfishes
(Suborder Gobiesocoidei) 248

Tunas (Tunnies) and Mackerels 
(Suborder Scombroidei:
Scombridae) 250

Billfishes (Istiophoridae) 256

Scabbard-fishes (Trichiuridae)
and Snake-mackerels (Gempylidae) 258

Luvar (Luvaridae) 258

Flatfishes
(Order Pleuronectiformes) 260

Left-eyed Flounders (Bothidae) 262

Right-eyed Flounders 
(Pleuronectidae) 266

Soles (Soleidae) 270

Tongue Soles (Cynoglossidae) 273

Tetraodontiforms
(Order Tetraodontiformes) 274

Glossary 278

Further Reading 280

Index 281


