
Contents

List o f figures page vili
List o f tables ix
Preface xi

1. Introduction: What is wrong with the American political
system? j

2. Changing levels of support for individual institutions 22
3. Perceptions of political institutions 41
4. Perceptions of congressional features and reforms 62
5. Focus groups and perceptions of the Washington system 84
6. Who approves of Congress? 106
7. Support for democratic processes 125
8. Conclusion: The people and their political system 145

Appendix 16$
References ХУ4
Index


