
Contents

Acknowledgements vjj

Foreword ^

Prologue

1 The Union of the Crowns
(i) Origins of the union. (2) The two Crowns. (3)
The decline of the Crown of Aragon. (4) Unequal 
partners.

2 Reconquest and Conquest 4^
(1) The Reconquista completed. (2) The advance into 
Africa. (3) Medieval antecedents. (4) Conquest.
(5) Settlement.

3 The Ordering of Spain 77
(1) The ‘new monarchy*. (2) The assertion of royal 
authority in Castile. (3) The Church and the Faith.
(4) The economic and social foundations of the New 
Spain. (5) The open society.

4 The Imperial Destiny 130
(1) The foreign policy of Ferdinand. (2) The 
Habsburg succession. (3) Nationalism and revolt.
(4) The imperial destiny.

5 The Government and the Economy in the Reign of
Charles V 164
(1) The theory and practice of empire. (2) The 
organization of empire. (3) The Castilian economy.
(4) The problems of imperial finance. (5) The 
liquidation of Charles’s imperialism.

6 Race and Religion 212
(1) The advance of heresy. (2) The imposition of 
orthodoxy. (3) The Spain of the Counter­
Reformation. (4) The crisis of the 1560s. (5) The



second rebellion of the Alpujarras (1568-70). (6)
The Faith militant and the Faith triumphant.

7 'One Monarch, One Empire, and One Sword* 249
(1) King and Court. (2) The faction struggles. (3)
The annexation of Portugal. (4) The revolt of 
Aragon (1591-2).

8 Splendour and Misery 285
(1) The crisis of the 1590s. (2) The failure of leader­
ship. (3) The pattern of society.

9 Revival and Disaster 321
(1) The reform programme. (2) The strain of war.
(3) 1640. (4) Defeat and survival

10 Epitaph on an Empire 361
(1) The centre and the periphery. (2) The change of 
dynasty. (3) The failure. (4) The achievement.

Notes on Further Reading 38-7

Index 405

Maps
Iberian Expansion in the 16th and 17th Centuries viii

1. The Iberian Peninsula. Physical Features 12
2. Habsburg Spain !б
3. The Conquest of Granada 47
4. The Four Inheritances of Charles V 148
5. The Collapse of Spanish Power 358

Tables
1. The Union of the Crowns of Castile and Aragon 20
2. The Spanish Habsburgs 136
3. The Conciliar System 172
4. Imports of Treasure 184
5. The Portuguese Succession 272


