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You write in order to change the world, knowing perfectly well you prob
ably can't but also knowing th a t...th e  world changes according to 
the way people see it, and if you alter, even by a millimeter, the way... 
people look at reality, then you can change it.

James Arthur Baldwin

Preface vii

Acknowledgments xiii

About the Author xv

1. Assumptions of the Method 1
The Subject and the Autoethnographic Method 2
Exemplar 2
What Stories Should Have 4
Writing Trauma, Performing Lives 4
Stories Then . . .  5
Situating the Method 7
The Subject in the Text: An Aside 9
Standards of Autobiographical Truth 13
To Summarize 15

2. A Clarification of Terms 19
What Is Autoethnography? 19
A Genealogy of Terms 20
In the Beginning 26
Writing Together—Duoethnography: A Dialogical Space 26
Epiphanies 28
Process and Performance 30
The Sting of Memory 32
Conclusions 33

3. Interpretive Guidelines 35
Writing About Lived Experience 36
The Poststructural Turn 36



Voice, Presence, Experience 
A Deconstructive Autoethnography 
The Evidence of Experience 
Performance as Experience
Experience as Performance 
The Biographical Illusion

m S  t e L T r i S i d u a ľ ľ í i f e  I: Sartre and Flaubert 
Making Sense of an Individual’s Life II: Alcoholics
The Progressive-Regressive Method
Conclusions

4. Selves, Stories, Experiences
Bill’s Story  ̂ t ,
Liminality, Ritual, and the Structure of the Epiphany
The Cultural Locus of Stories 
Limits of the Story 
Process, Structure, and Stories 
True and False Stories?
Mystory as Montage 
Staging Lives
Performing the Text: Writing to Change History 
Working to Transgress

5. Reading and Writing Interpretation
Criticisms and Responses
Setting Criteria for Performance Autoethnography
Feminist, Communitarian Criteria
Literary and Aesthetic Criteria
Performative Criteria
Ethics for Performance Studies
The Politics of Interpretation

6. In Conclusion: Performing Lives
In Praise of the Poetic
Obituaries
Final Performances

37
38 
41 
41 
43 
43 
45 
45
47
48 
48

51
51
52
56
57
57
58 
60 
61 
65 
67

69
69
70 
72 
74
77
78 
82

85
85
87
89

References

Index

91

99


