
Contents

List of Figures page ix
List of Tables x
List of Contributors xi

1 Introduction: Understanding African Politics: Bringing
the State Back In 1
N IC  C H E E S E M A N

Part I Institutional Foundations 39

2 Institutional Legacies: Understanding Multiparty Politics
in Historical Perspective 41
RACHE L BEATTY RIEDL

3 Property and Land Institutions: Origins, Variations and
Political Effects 61
C A T H E R IN E  BOONE

4 Financial Institutions: Economic Liberalisation, Credit
and Opposition Party Successes 92
LE ON ARD O R. ARRIOLA

Part II Law and Order 115

5 Constitutions: The Politics of Constitutional Reform 117
MUNA N DU LO

6 The Police: Laws, Prosecutions and Women’s Rights in
Liberia 137
PEACE A. M E D IE

7 The Bureaucracy: Policy Implementation and Reform 160
M . ANNE P I T C H E R  AND M A N U E L  P.  T E O D O R O

vii



Contents

Part HI Elections, Parties and Political Competition 189

8 Political Parties: Presidential Succession Crises and
Internal Party Democracy 191
IAN C O O P E R

9 Elections: The Power of Elections in Multiparty Africa 213 
C A R O L IE N  VAN H A M  AND STAFFAN I .  L IN D BE RG

10 Electoral Rules: The Relationship between Political
Exclusion and Conflict 238
BRIAN KLAAS

11 Term Limits: Leadership, Political Competition
and the Transfer of Power 260
D A N IE L  N.  P O S N E R  AND D A N IE L  J.  YO U NG

Part IV Countervailing Institutions 279

12 The Legislature: Institutional Strengthening in
Dominant-Party States 281
M I C H A E L A  C O L L O R D

13 The Judiciary: Courts, Judges and the Rule of Law 304
P E T E R  V O N D O E P P

14 Decentralisation: Accountability in Local Government 327
ALEX DY ZE NHAUS

15 Conclusion: Political Institutions and Democracy
in Africa: A Research Agenda 351
N I C  C H E E S E M A N

viii

Index 316


