
Contents

Prologue

P A R T  O N E

Why DNA matters

1 Disentangling nature and nurture

2 How do we know that D N A  makes us who we are?

3 The nature of nurture

4 D N A  matters more as time goes by

5 Abnormal is normal

6 Generalist genes

7 Why children in the same family are so different

8 The D N A  blueprint

9 Equal opportunity and meritocracy

P A R T  T W O

The DNA revolution

io  D N A : The basics 109

n  Gene-hunting 120

12 The D N A  fortune teller 134

13 Predicting who we are 148

14 O ur future is D N A  161

Epilogue 185

Afterword to the paperback edition 189

Notes 203

Acknowledgements 263

Index  265

VI1

3
12

3*

5 1
58
66

71 
81

93


