
Contents

Acknowledgments ix 

INTRODUCTION
Arab Travelers and Early Modern Europeans

xiii

THE TEXTS
A Note on Translation and Selection 

3

1 I FRANCE AND HOLLAND 
Selections from Kitab Nasir al-Din ala al-Qawm al-Kafirin 

The Book o f the Protector o f Religion against the Unbelievers) 
Ahmad bin Qasim [al-Hajari], 1611-1613

5

2 I EUROPE AND SOUTH AMERICA 
Kitab Siyahat al-Khoury Ihjas bin al-Qissees Hanna al-Mawsuli 

(The Book o f the Travels o f  the Priest Ilyas, Son o f the Cleric 
Hanna al-Mawsuli)

Ilyas Hanna al-Mawsuli, 1668-1683 
45

3 I SPAIN
Rihlat al-Wazirfi Ifiikak al-Asir 

(The Journey o f the Minister to Ransom the Captive) 

Mohammad bin abd al-Wahab al-Ghassani, 1690-1691
113

4 I FRANCE 
Letters

Abdallah bin Aisha, 1699-1700 
196

Index of N ames 215

Index of Places 223


