
Introduction 7

1 The interpretation of Petr Eben's organ compositions
1.1 Choice of specific compositions for analysis of interpretation 9
1.2 Why it is good to analyse interpretation 9
1.3 The traditions of performing Eben's organ works and their development 10

2 Technical and stylistic aspects of the interpretation of Eben's organ compositions
2.1 What the organ meant to Petr Eben 13
2.2 What kind of organ did Petr Eben prefer? 13
2.3 Petr Eben's compositions from the perspective of their aesthetic effect 14
2.4 The sonic form of Eben's organ compositions -  registration 15
2.5 Difficulties with performing Eben's works on organs with only two manuals

or with a smaller keyboard range 17
2.6 Sources of Petr Eben's ideas about the king of instruments 19
2.7 Tracker action and its influence on performing Eben's compositions 20
2.8 Dramatic and meditative character -  two extremes of musical expression 21

3 Technical and expressive resources for interpretation in relation to Petr Eben's 
organ music

3.1 Relativity of tempo 24
3.2 Interpretational fine points influencing the effect of tempo on listeners 25
3.3 Agogics as the most important technical and expressive resource in organ performance 27

4 Performer's comments on Sunday Music
4.1 Sunday Music: Fantasia I  -  comments on interpretation 30
4.2 Sunday Music: Fantasia II -  comments on interpretation 31
4.3 Sunday Music: Moto ostinato -  comments on interpretation 32
4.4 Variant solution for the expressively convincing execution of stringendos 32
4.5 Sunday Music: Finale -  comments on interpretation 34
4.6 The organ in Annaberg-Buchholz and Sunday Music 37

5 Performer's comments on Laudes
5.1 Laudes -  comments on interpretation 40
5.2 The organ in Brno and Laudes 41
5.3 An example of registration in Laudes - Brno 45

6 Performer's comments on Toccata Fugue
6.1 The organ in Freising and Petr Eben's Toccata Fugue 55
6.2 Toccata Fugue -  comments on interpretation 60
6.3 An example of registration of Toccata Fugue -  Freising 61

7 Comments on phrasing and articulation in Petr Eben's organ works
7.1 Comments on phrasing in Petr Eben's organ works 63
7.2 Comments on articulation in Petr Eben's organ works 64

Conclusion 67

Literature 68
Index of Names 70
Photos 72


