
Synthesizing Evidence from Narrative, Text and Opinion

Contents
INTRODUCTION............................................................................................................................. 7

1. NARRATIVE, OPINION AND TEXT AS EVIDENCE..................................................... 9

Chapter 1 : Knowledge, evidence and wisdom in clinical decision making...............................9
Introduction................................................................................................................. 9

What is Wisdom?....................................................................................................  10

Re-conceptualizing Evidence-Based Practice......................................................  11
What Might Evidence-Informed Clinical Wisdom Look Like?................................. 11
Understanding the Wise Practitioner..................................................................... 13
Conclusion................................................................................................................ 16

Chapter 2: Evidence-informed clinical wisdom......................................................................17
Introduction................................................................................................................17
Lack of research evidence that can support practice........................................... 17

EBHC vs. Research-based health care.................................................................. 17
Clinical wisdom/tacit knowledge...........................................................................  18
Evidence derived from clinical wisdom.................................................................. 18
Exploring clinical wisdom in Textual evidence......................................................... 19
Conclusion................................................................................................................. 19

Chapter 3: Narrative, expert opinion and text as sources of evidence............................... 21
Introduction............................................................................................................... 21

What constitutes knowledge?.................................................................................. 21
Defining the “text".................................................................................................... 22
Conceptualizing the synthesis of text and opinion..................................................23
Discourse, text, opinion and evidence........................................................... Г.... 28
Conclusion.................................................................................................................28

2. THE SYSTEMATIC REVIEW OF NARRATIVE, EXPERT OPINION
AND TEXT............................................................................................................................... 29

Chapter 4: Protocol development.........................................................................................29

Introduction..........................................................................................................  29
Protocol title..............................................................................................................29
Background............................................................................................................... 29
Review Objectives/Questions.................................................................................. 30
Inclusion Criteria....................................................................................................... 30
Search strategy......................................................................................................... 30
Assessment of methodological quality.....................................................................31
Data extraction.......................................................................................................... 31
Conclusion.................................................................................................................34



6

Chapter 5: Searching for the evidence..........................................................

Introduction...............................................-.....................................
Search Strategy............. ..................................................................
Grey or Gray Literature, Deep Web searching................................
Searching for text and opinion evidence........................................
Documenting a search strategy.......................................................
Managing references........................................................................
Conclusion.......................................................................................

Chapter 6: Appraising the evidence................................................................

Introduction.......................................................................................
Assessment of methodological quality...........................................
Critical appraisal of Text or Expert opinion.....................................
Conclusion......................................................................*................

Chapter 7: Synthesizing the evidence....................................................
Introduction.......................................................................................
Extracting data from Text and Opinion...........................................
Data Analysis...................................................................................
Data Synthesis..................................................................................
Results and reporting......................................................................
Developing recommendations.........................................................
Conflict of Interest...........................................................................
Acknowledgements.........................................................................
References......................................................................................
Appendices.......................................................................................
Conclusion........................................................................................

References...........................................................................................................

Appendices.....................................:.....................................................................
Appendix I: Critical Appraisal Checklist for Narrative, Expert
Opinion & Text..................................................................................
Appendix II: Data Extraction for Narrative, Expert Opinion & Text. 
Appendix III: The JBI Levels of Evidence......................................

35

35

35

35

42

44

45 

45 

47 

47

47

48

49 

51 

51

51

52 

52 
54

56

57 

57

57

58 

58

.59

61

61

62

63


