
CONTENTS

List of Figures x
List of Tables xi 
Preface xiii 
Acknowledgments xv

1 The Nature and Size of Vocabulary 1
1.1 The Nature of Vocabulary 1
1.2 Vocabulary Size 8
1.3 Summary 14 
Exercises for Expansion 15 
Further Reading 16

2 History of Vocabulary in Language Teaching 18
2.1 Language Teaching Methodologies through the Ages
2.2 The Vocabulary Control Movement 22
2.3 Vocabulary Trends in the New Century 24
2.4 Historical Overview of Vocabulary Testing 28
2.5 Summary 30 
Exercises for Expansion 31 
Further Reading 31

3 What Does It Mean to "Know" a Word? 32
3.1 Frameworks for Conceptualizing Vocabulary Knowledge
3.2 Types of Word Knowledge 40
3.3 Applications to Teaching 63
3.4 Summary 72 
Exercises for Expansion 72 
Further Reading 73

4 Corpus Insights: Frequency and Formulaic Language
4.1 Corpora and Their Development 75
4.2 Frequency 78
4.3 Formulaic Language 85
4.4 Summary 104



vili C on ten ts

Exercises for Expansion 104 
Further Reading 110

5 Categories of Vocabulary and Word Lists 112
5.1 Categories of Vocabulary 113
5.2 Using Word Lists to Guide Language Teaching 120
5.3 Word Lists 127
5.4 Summary 135 
Exercises for Expansion 135 
Further Reading 137

6 Incidental Vocabulary Learning from Language Exposure
6.1 Child LI Vocabulary Acquisition 138
6.2 Incidental L2 Vocabulary Acquisition from Reading 140
6.3 Incidental L2 Vocabulary Acquisition from Listening 149
6.4 Incidental L2 Vocabulary Acquisition from Watching 

Television and Movies 151
6.5 Incidental L2 Vocabulary Acquisition from Extramural 

Exposure 153
6.6 Applications to Teaching 154
6.7 Summary 155 
Exercises for Expansion 156 
Further Reading 160

7 Intentional Vocabulary Learning 161
7.1 The Need for Explicit Vocabulary Instruction 161
7.2 Issues in Explicit Vocabulary Instruction 164 
73 Strategy Use 176
7 A  Applications to Teaching 181
7.5 Summary 182 
Exercises for Expansion 182 
Further Reading 185

8 Vocabulary in the Curriculum 186
8.1 Vocabulary and Reading 187
8.2 Vocabulary and Listening 191
8.3 Vocabulary and Speaking 194
8.4 Vocabulary and Writing 197
8.5 Vocabulary in the Wider Curriculum 200
8.6 Conclusion 206
8.7 Summary 206 
Exercises for Expansion 207 
Further Reading 208

Assessing Vocabulary Knowledge 209
9.1 Why Do You Want to Test? 210
9.2 What Words Do You Want to Test? 210

138

9



C o n ten ts ix

9.3 What Aspects of These Words Do You Want to Test? 214
9.4 How Will You Elicit Students' Knowledge of These Words?
9.5 Examples of Current Vocabulary Test Development 221
9.6 Applications to Teaching 227
9.7 Summary 227 
Exercises for Expansion 228 
Further Reading 230

Appendix A Frequency of Selected Words/Phrases in COCA and BNC
Appendix В Concordance for made it plain 232
Appendix C Missing Words from the Reading Passages 234
Appendix D Example of the Six-T's Approach (Stoller & Grabe, 1997)
Appendix E Lexical Cohesion 240
References 241
Index 271

219

231

235


