TOT“TIIT

Contents™ L .
in N&Lsl iAmmfdJi

PREFACE TO THE TENTH EDITION xiii

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS xxii

The Middle Ages (to ca. 1485)

INTRODUCTION 3

TIMELINE 27
Anglo-Saxon Literature so

Bede (ca. 673- 735) and C/ledmon's Hymn so
An Ecclesiastical History of the English People si
[The Story of Caedmon] 31

The Dream of the Rood ss
Beowulf 37
Judith 110
The Wanderer ns
Wulf and Eadwacer 21
The Wife’s Lament 125
The Ruin 125
Riddles 126

IRISH LITERATURE 128
cuchulainn’s BOYHOOD DEEDS 129
EARLY IRISH LYRICS 134

The Scholar and His Cat 134

The Scribe in the Woods 134

The Lord of Creation 135

My Hand Is Weary with Writing 135

- Additional readings are available on the NAEL Archive (digital.wwnorton.com/englishlitlOabc).

vii



Viii | CONTENTS

Anglo-Norman Literature

the myth of Arthur's return
Geoffrey of Monmouth: From The History of the Kings of Britain 136
Wace: From Roman de Brut 137
Layamon: From Brut 137

TRISTAN AND YSOLT

THOMAS OFENGLAND

Le Roman de Tristran 140
[The Deaths of Tristran and Ysolt] 140

THE MADNESS OF TRISTAN

Ancrene Wisse (Guide for Anchoresses)
[The Sweetness and Pains of Enclosure] 155

ROMANCE

MARIE DE FRANCE

Milun 160
Lanval 171
Chevrefoil 185

SIR ORFEO

Middle English Literature in the Fourteenth
and Fifteenth Centuries

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (ca. 1375- 1400)

Geoffrey Chaucer (ca. 1340- 1400)
The Canterbury Tales 259

The General Prologue 261

Summary: The Knights Tale 281

The Miller’s Prologue and Tale 282
The Prologue 282
The Tale 284

The Man of Law’s Epilogue 298

The Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale 300
The Prologue 300
The Tale 319

The Pardoner’s Prologue and Tale 328
The Introduction 329
The Prologue 330

136

i36

138

138

143

158

159

187

201

201

256



CONTENTS

The Tale 333

The Epilogue 342
The Nun’ Priest’s Tale 344
Close of The Canterbury Tales 358
The Parson’s Tale 358

The Introduction 358
Chaucer’s Retraction 360

Lyrics and Occasional Verse 361

Troiluss Song 362
Truth 362
To His Scribe Adam 363
Complaint to His Purse 363

John Gower (ca. 1330—1408)
The Lover’s Confession 366
The Tale of Philomene and Tereus 366

Thomas Hoccleve (ca. 1367- 1426)
My Complaint 378

W illiam Langtand (ca. 1330- 1388)
The Vision of Piers Plowman 301
The Prologue 391
[The Field of Folk] 391
Passus 1 394
[The Treasure of Truth] 3%
Passus 5 398
[Piers Plowman Shows the Way to Saint Truth] 398
Passus 6 401
[The Plowing of Piers’s Half-Acre] 401
Passus 7 409
[Piers Tears Truth’s Pardon] 409
The C-Text 410
[The Dreamer Meets Conscience and Reason] 410

Christ’s humanity

WILLIAM LANGLAND
The Vision of Piers Plowman 415
Passus 18 415
[The Crucifixion and Harrowing of Hell] 415

MIDDLE ENGLISH INCARNATION AND CRUCIFIXION LYRICS
What is he, this lordling, that cometh from the fight 427
Ye That Pasen by the Weye 428
Sunset on Calvary 428
| Sing of a Maiden 428

| iX

364

377

388

413
415

426



X I CONTENTS

Adam Lay Bound 429
The Corpus Christi Carol 429

JULIAN OF NORWICH

A Book of Showings to the Anchoress Julian of Norwich 432

Chapter 3 [Julian’s Bodily Sickness and the Wounds
of Christ] 432

Chapter 4 [Christ’s Passion and Incarnation] 433
Chapter 5 [All Creation as a Hazelnut] 434
Chapter 7 [Christ as Homely and Courteous] 435
Chapter 27 [Sin Is Fitting] 436
Chapters 58, 59, 60, 61 [Jesus as Mother] 437
Chapter 86 [Christs Meaning] 441

MARGERY KEMPE
The Book of Margery Kempe 443

Book 11 [The Birth of Her First Child and Her
First Vision] 443

Book 111 [Margery and Her Husband Reach
a Settlement] 444

Book 1.20 [Margery Sees the Host Flutter at Mass] 446

Book 1.28 [Pilgrimage to Jerusalem] 447

Book 1.35-36 [Margery’s Marriage to and Intimacy
with Christ] 448

Book 1.60 [Margery’s Reaction to a Pieta] 452

Book 1.76 [Margery Nurses Her Husband in His Old Age]

Book 1.79 [Margery’ Vision of the Passion Sequence] 454

THE YORK PLAY OF THE CRUCIFIXION

Mystery P lays
The Wakefield Second Shepherds’ Play 467

TALKING ANIMALS
MARIE DE FRANCE: Bisclavret 496
GEOFFREY CHAUCER: Parliament of Birds 504
ROBERT HENRYSON: The Preaching of the Swallow 523

Middle English Lyrics
The Cuckoo Song 532
Foweles in the Frith 532
Alison 533
My Lief Is Faren in Londe 534
Western Wind 534
I Am of Ireland 534



CONTENTS

Sir Thomas Malory (ca. 1415 1471
Morte Darthur 536
[The Conspiracy against Lancelot and Guinevere] 536
[War Breaks Out between Arthur and Lancelot] 541
[The Death of Arthur] 545
[The Deaths of Lancelot and Guinevere] 550

Robert Henryson (ca. 1425—ca. 1490)
The Cock and the Jasper 555

Everyman (after 1485)

Appendixes
General Bibliography A3
Literary Terminology All
Geographic Nomenclature A32
British Money A34
The British Baronage A39
The Boyal Lines of England and Great Britain A4l
Religions in Great Britain A44
Illustration: The Universe According to Ptolemy A49

PERMISSIONS ACKNOWLEDGMENTS A50
INDEX A5l

Xi

534

554

558

ai



