
Contents

List of Contributors vln
Table of Cases xi

Introduction to the Research Handbook on EU Environmental Law: The Challenge 
of Understanding EU Environmental Law 1
Marjan Peeters and Mariolina Eliantonio

PART I INSTITUTIONAL AND HORIZONTAL ISSUES

1. Competences for EU Environmental Legislation: About Blurry Boundaries
and Ample Opportunities 7
Helle Tegner Anker

2. Where Eagles Dare: How Much Further May EU Member States Go under
Article 193 TFEU? 22
Leonie Reins

3. Principles of EU Environmental Law Including (the Objective of)
Sustainable Development 36
Gyula Bändi

4. The Institutional Architecture of EU Environmental Governance: The Role
of EU Agencies 54
Annalisa Volpato and Ellen Vos

5. The EU’s External Action after Lisbon: Competences, Policy Consistency
and Participation in International Environmental Negotiations 70
Antonio Cardesa-Salzmann and Elisa Morgera

6. Environment and Trade Law in the EU: Seeing the Bees for the Balance
Sheet 86
Geert van Calster

1. Transnational Administrative Acts in EU Environmental Law 101
Luca De Lucia and Maria Chiara Romano

PART II ENVIRONMENTAL PROCEDURAL RIGHTS

8. Access to Environmental Information under EU Law 117
Uzuazo Etemire

9. Access to Public Participation: Unveiling the Mismatch between what Law
Prescribes and what the Public Wants 133
Lorenzo Squintani and Goda Perlaviciute



vi Research Handbook on EU Environmental Law

10. Access to Justice in Environmental Matters in the EU: The EU’s Difficult
Road towards Non-compliance with the Aarhus Convention 148
Matthijs van Wolferen and Mariolina Eliantonio

11. Environmental Impact Assessment in the EU: More than only a Procedure? 164 
Agustin García- Ureta

PART III COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT MECHANISMS

12. Direct Effect in EU Environmental Law: Towards the End of a Doctrine? 180 
Ludwig Krämer

13. Environmental Inspection by Public Authorities 196
Martin Hedemann-Robinson

14. Enforcing Environmental Law through Infringements and Sanctioning:
Steering not Rowing 213
Melanie Smith

PART IV LIABILITY

15. Environmental Liability: The Difficulty of Harmonizing Different
National Civil Liability Systems 231
Barbara Pozzo

16. Environmental Criminal Liability: The Long and Winding Road towards an
Effective Environmental Criminal Law System in the EU 248
Michael Fame

PART V SUBSTANTIVE APPROACHES

17. EU Nature Conservation Law: Fit for Purpose 265
An Cliquet

18. Beyond the 2019 Fitness Check of the Water Framework Directive:
Designing the Future of European Water Law 280
Nathalie Hervé-Fournereau

19. EU Air Pollution Law: Comprehensive but Insufficient 296
Kendro Pedrosa and Bernard Vanheusden

20. Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control: A Critical Legal
Perspective on All-inclusive Integration 313
Polke S. Braaksma and Hanna D. Tolsma

21. The Waste Framework Directive and the Circular Economy 328
Chris Backes



Contents vii

22. Industrial Chemicals in the Regulatory Laboratory: Self-responsibility and 
Inclusive Governance
Martin Führ and Julian Scheuten

23. The Perfect Storm: GMO Governance and The EU Technocratic Turn 
Giulia Claudia Leonelli

24. Light-vehicles Emissions Standards under EU Law in the Wake of the 
‘Dieselgate’
Nicolas de Sadele er

25. The EU’s Approach to Environmentally Sustainable Business: Can 
Disclosure Overcome the Failings of Shareholder Primacy?
Andrew Johnston and Beate Sjäfjell

344

364

379

396

PART VI CLIMATE LAW

26. The Paris Agreement, EU Climate Law and the Energy Union 412
Estelle Brosset and Sandrine Maljean-Dubois

27. The EU Effort Sharing and LULUCF Regulations: The Complementary yet
Crucial Components of the EU’s Climate Policy beyond 2030 428
Seit a Romppanen

28. EU Emissions Trading - Its Regulatory Evolution and the Role of the Court 443 
Stefan E. Weishaar

29. Energy Efficiency and Energy Saving - The ‘First Fuel’ 458
Thomas Schomerus

PART VII CONCLUSIONS

30. On Regulatory Power, Compliance, and the Role of the Court of Justice in 
EU Environmental Law 
Marjan Peeters and Mariolina Eliantonio

Index


