
CONTENTS

Foreword 9

I. The social function of science 11
1.1. The significance of science through

the ages 11
1.2. What do we mean by science? 12
1.3. The impulses and the functions of

science 13
1.4. The evolution of the social function

of science in the antagonisms of class 
society 15

1.5. The social function and characteristic 
features of science in the first phases
of socialist development 16

1.6. The role and characteristic features
of science in a mature socialist society 18

1.7. Science, technology and public life 21
1.8. Socialist scientists and society 23
1.9. The communist view of science 28

II. Scientific and research policy 31
2.1. Basic categories of research assign

ments 31

5



2.2. Ensuring that research is effective 35
2.3. Exploiting the results of research in

practice 4i

HI. International co-operation in science 49
3.1. Inetrnational scientific co-operation

and its organization 49
3.2. Forms of international scientific co

operation 5Q
3.3. Experience in international scientific

co-operation between the socialist 
countries 53

3.4. Relations with capitalist countries,
the developing countries, and par
ticipation in the work of international 
scientific organizations 56

IV. The organizational structure of the
Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences 58

4.1. The early years of the Academy 58
4.2. Reorganization 59
4.3. The institutes of the Academy 61
4.4. The Scientific Boards 64
4.5. The Czechoslovak Academy of 

Sciences and the Slovak Academy
of Sciences 65

4.6. The Czechoslovak Academy of
Sciences and the Universities 66

4.7. Policy making 68

V. Conclusion. The present state of 
research and future organizational 
problems 70

5.1. The existing network of institutes 70
5.2. The general character of achieve

ments to date 72
5.3. The research workers of the Academy 74



5.4. Premises and equipment 75
5.5. Current issues of research policy 76

List of published speeches and art
icles on Czechoslovak scientific and 
research policy, 1951 — 1966, by the 
author 79


