Contents

List of Figures
Acknowledgments

Introduction: The Exceptional Me Strategy
1 American Exceptionalism and Presidential Discourse: A Framework

Act | The Exceptional Me Strategy Version 1.0 and the 2016
Presidential Elections

2 Unexceptional We: Setting the Foundation

3 Exceptional Me: From “Yes We Can” to “I Alone Can Fix It”

Act Il The Trump Presidency: Exceptional Me 2.0

4 Exceptional We: Building the Case for an Exceptional Nation
5 The “Exceptional” Presidency

6 “Me the People”

7 The Exceptional Me Strategy: Amplified and Contested
Epilogue

Notes

Selected Bibliography
Index

Vi
viii

1

33

35
53

81

83
107
133
153

179

184
229
234



