Contents

Orthography and Transliteration viii
Glossary of Selected Terms ix
Foreword by Mukulika Banerjee Xiii
Acknowledgements xvii
Chapter 1. Chamar Modernity: Progressing into the Past 1

Chapter 2. “Today We Can Touch Anything’: Reflections
on the Crux of Identity and Political Economy 52

Chapter 3. Ethnohistories behind Local and Global Bazaars:
Chronicle of a Weaving Community and
its Disappearance 82

Chapter 4. “We Used to Live like Animals™: Education as a

Self- and Community-engineering Process 118

Chapter 5. Nonrational Modernity? Religious Agency,

Science and Spirits 146
Chapter 6. Beyond the Vote: Politics as Sociality,

Imagination and Identity 170
Chapter 7. The Bourgeois Woman and the Half-naked one:

Gendering Retro-modernity 212
Chapter 8. The Politics of Indian Modernity 247
Bibliography 263
About the Author 282

Index 283



